FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Third & Terry, Longmont, Colorado
(303) 776-2800 | www.firstluth.org
Pastor Garrett Struessel and Deacon Korra Looschen

5% Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, July 13, 2025

' 9:30 a.m.
Ordinary Time -
Ordinary Time We welcome you to worship!
Please fill out the blue worship card and place it in the offering plate later in the service.
PRELUDE
WELCOME
INTRODUCTION

To love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind is to reflect God’s mercy in responding to
one’s neighbor. That mercy found its most profound expression in the “gospel that has come to you”—namely the
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. That gospel mercy comes to us again today: at the font, at the table,
and from the pulpit. It is very near to you.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit
of joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, kind-
ness, and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up
on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life.

Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross of *+ Christ, and through the
power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN “God is Here” ELW 526 vs. 1,3,4

God is Here ELW 526
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
KYRIE Page 138
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THIS IS THE FEAST Page 140
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

O Lord God, your mercy delights us, and the world longs for your loving care. Hear the cries of everyone
in need, and turn our hearts to love our neighbors with the love of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen
ANTHEM “I Won't Back Down” by Tom Petty Jonathan Leos, Guitar
WORD
READINGS

Deuteronomy 30:9-14

Moses calls the people who are about to enter the promised land to renew the covenant God made with their ances-
tors. Through this covenant God gives life and asks for obedience. God’s commandment is neither burdensome nor
too far off, but dwells in the people’s hearts.

9 The Lord your God will make you abundantly prosperous in all your undertakings, in the fruit of your body, in
the fruit of your livestock, and in the fruit of your soil. For the Lord will again take delight in prospering you, just
as he delighted in prospering your ancestors, *when you obey the Lord your God by observing his command-
ments and decrees that are written in this book of the law, because you turn to the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul. !! “Surely, this commandment that I am commanding you today is not too hard for
you, nor is it too far away. 2 It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will go up to heaven for us and get it for
us so that we may hear it and observe it?’ 1 Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will cross to
the other side of the sea for us and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it? 1* No, the word is very near
to you; it is in your mouth and in your heart for you to observe.

Word of God, word of life
Thanks be to God

Colossians 1:1-14

The letter to the Colossians was written to warn its readers of various false teachings. The first part of the letter is an
expression of thanks for the faith, hope, and love that mark this community, including a prayer for strength and
courage.

1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 2 To the saints and faithful brothers
and sisters in Christ in Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our Father. 3 In our prayers for you we always
thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  for we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love
that you have for all the saints, >because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. You have heard of this hope be-
fore in the word of the truth, the gospel ¢ that has come to you. Just as it is bearing fruit and growing in the whole
world, so it has been bearing fruit among yourselves from the day you heard it and truly comprehended the grace
of God. 7 This you learned from Epaphras, our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on our
behalf, 8 and he has made known to us your love in the Spirit. ® For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have
not ceased praying for you and asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wis-
dom and understanding, ° so that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in
every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God. ' May you be made strong with all the strength that
comes from his glorious power, so that you may have all endurance and patience, joyfully 2 giving thanks to the
Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. '3 He has rescued us from the



power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, '*in whom we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins.

Word of God, word of life

Thanks be to God
CHILDREN’S TIME
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Page 142
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GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 10% chapter beginning at the 25% verse.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Luke 10:25-37

Jesus is challenged to explain what is involved in obeying the greatest commandment. He tells a parable rich in sur-
prises: those expected to show pity display hard hearts while the lowly give and receive unexpected and lavish mercy.

25 An expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 26 He said
to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” 2? He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind and your neighbor as
yourself.” 226 And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.” 2° But wanting to vin-
dicate himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 3 Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusa-
lem to Jericho and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and took off, leaving him half dead.
3 Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. 3> So
likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 3 But a Samaritan while
traveling came upon him, and when he saw him he was moved with compassion. 3 He went to him and bandaged
his wounds, treating them with oil and wine. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took
care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him, and
when I come back I will repay you whatever more you spend.” 3 Which of these three, do you think, was a neigh-
bor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to
him, “Go and do likewise.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Garrett Struessel



THE APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he de-
scended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

God of Grace

Hear our prayer.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

OFFERTORY
OFFERING PRAYER

Creator God,

MEAL

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful. Strength-
en us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for
the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.
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Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise...we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Page 144
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen

SHARING OF COMMUNION (for those of you at home)

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation shared
in this meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you”, include the promise of for-
giveness, life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Hear these words and partake of the bread/cracker and wine/juice, giving it to each other, if possible:

“The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you.”

COMMUNION

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation shared
in this meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you”, include the promise of for-
giveness, life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord The ushers will invite you to come forward for communion. We
invite everyone to receive "continuous communion” in front of the communion railing, and you may kneel at the

8



communion rail after you receive communion if you so desire. Wine is in the darker-colored cups, and grape juice
is in the lighter-colored cups. Gluten-free wafers are available in a separate bowl as you come forward.

LAMB OF GOD Page 146
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COMMUNION HYMNS
“Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart” ELW 800
“As We Gather at Your Table” ELW 522



Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart
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Text: George Croly, 1780-1860
Music: MORECAMBE, Frederick C. Atkinson, 1841-189
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As We Gather at Your Table ELW 522
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Music: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710; arr. Julius Rontgen, 1855-1932
Text: © 1989 Hope Publishing Company
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COMMUNION BLESSING
POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Mothering God,

you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our
neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BENEDICTION

SENDING HYMN “The Church of Christ, in Every Age” ELW 729vs. 1,3,5

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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The Church of Christ, in Every Age

ELW 729
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WELCOME to Worship!
WELCOME to worship! We are so glad you are here!

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP, and families can sit anywhere in the sanctuary, including the

chapel near the front.

A NURSERY is available downstairs across from the Choir Room for children under 5. Follow the signs.

LARGE-PRINT BULLETINS & HYMNS are available from the ushers.

ADDITIONAL PARKING is available in the Ahlberg Chapel parking lot, one-half block north of the church

on Terry Street.

RESTROOMS are located on the upper level of the church, along the hallway leading to the Big Room.
There are handicap accessible restrooms on the lower level near the elevator, and in the Big Room.

We love seeing you in worship!

Scan the QR Code for the Following! Preacher
View the Latest Sunday Bulletin Presider

Council Hosts

Ushers

Reader

Communion Assistants

Pianist/Organist

The Rev. Garrett Struessel
Deacon Korra Looschen

Al Manley
Dorotha Ekx

Todd Gould
Holly Keenan
Fran von Hagel
Sally Campbell

Milenda Powers

Gary Elmquist

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the USA. Used by permission. Text for the liturgy from Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license
#SBL14236. Eucharist setting Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen is copyright © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission OneLicense A-713218.
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