FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Third & Terry, Longmont, Colorado
(303) 776-2800 | www.firstluth.org
Pastor Garrett Struessel and Deacon Korra Looschen

7™ Sunday after Pentecost

o / Sunday, July 27, 2025
9:30 a.m.
Ordinary Time
We welcome you to worship!
Please fill out the blue worship card and place it in the offering plate later in the service.

PRELUDE

WELCOME

INTRODUCTION

Persistence in prayer is encouraged by Jesus and wins the attention of God when Abraham intercedes for Sodom.
The life of the baptized—to be rooted and built up in Christ Jesus—is to be nurtured with prayer. God hears and
answers prayer and so strengthens God’s own. “When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength with-
in me.”

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit
of joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, kind-
ness, and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up
on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life.

Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross of *+ Christ, and through the
power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” ELW 533 vs. 1,3,5

Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty

ELW 533
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1.0 - pen now thy gates of beau - ty, Zi - on, let me en - ter there,
2.Gra - cious God, I come be - fore thee, come thou al - so un - to me;
3.Here thy praise is glad - ly chant - ed, here thy seed is du - ly sown;
4. Thou my faith in - crease and (quick - en, let me keep thy gift di- vine;
5. Speak, (0] God, and I will hear thee, let thy will be done in - deed;
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where my soul in joy - ful du - ty waits for God who an - swers prayer.
Where we find thee and a - dore thee, there a__heav'n on earth must be.
let my soul, where it is plant - ed, bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone,
how - so-e're temp - ta - tions thick - en, may thy word still o'er me shine
may I un - dis - turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple feed.
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Oh, how bless - ed is this place, filled with so - lace, light and grace!
To my heart, oh, en - ter thou, let it be thy tem - ple now!
so that all I hear may be fruit - ful wun - to life in me.
as my guid - ing star through life, as my com - fort in all strife.
Here of life the foun - tain flows; here is balm for all our woes.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
KYRIE Page 138
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In_ peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
0
¥y
Lord, have mer - cy.
0
Y
b

N

) A

F4uN

%I - /] P — ———
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



THIS IS THE FEAST Page 140
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to hear than we are to pray, and you gladly give
more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us your abundant mercy. Forgive us those things that
weigh on our conscience, and give us those good things that come only through your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen

ANTHEM “Moonlight Sonata” by Beethoven Adelyn Scheiblich, Piano
WORD

READINGS

CHILDREN’S TIME

Genesis 18:20-32

In today’s reading, Abraham undertakes the role of a mediator between God and sinful humanity. Appealing to
God'’s justice, Abraham boldly asks for mercy for the city of Sodom for the sake of the few righteous people there,
including Abraham’s nephew, Lot.

20 Then the Lord said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how very grave their sin! 2' [
must go down and see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that has come to me, and if
not, I will know.” 22 So the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, while Abraham remained standing
before the Lord. 2 Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wick-
ed? 2¢ Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it for
the fifty righteous who are in it? 2> Far be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so
that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” 26
And the Lord said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole place for their sake.” 27
Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to my lord, I who am but dust and ashes. 28 Suppose five
of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it
if I find forty-five there.” 2 Again he spoke to him, “Suppose forty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of
forty I will not do it.” 3 Then he said, “Oh, do not let my lord be angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are found there.”
He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” 3! He said, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to my lord.
Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.” 32 Then he said, “Oh,
do not let my lord be angry if I speak just once more. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of
ten I will not destroy it.”

Word of God, word of life
Thanks be to God

Colossians 2:6-15 [16-19]

The writer of this letter warns the congregation in Colossae about “the empty lure” of philosophies and traditions
that compromise faith. Through the gift of faith, the church is mystically connected with Christ in his death and
resurrection which is enacted in baptism.

6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to walk in him, “rooted and built up in him and
established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 8 Watch out that no one takes you
captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental princi-
ples of the world, and not according to Christ. ? For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, '°and you
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have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and authority. ' In him also you were circumcised
with a spiritual circumcision, by the removal of the body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; ' when you
were buried with him in baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised
him from the dead. ¥ And when you were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you
alive together with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, !4 erasing the record that stood against us with its
legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the cross. ' He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a pub-
lic example of them, triumphing over them in it. ['¢ Therefore, do not let anyone condemn you in matters of food
or drink or of observing festivals, new moons, or Sabbaths. 17 These are only a shadow of what is to come, but the
body belongs to Christ. 1 Do not let anyone disqualify you, insisting on self-abasement and worship of angels, ini-
tiatory visions, puffed up without cause by a human way of thinking, ' and not holding fast to the head, from
whom the whole body, nourished and held together by its ligaments and tendons, grows with a growth that is
from God.]

Word of God, word of life

Thanks be to God
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Page 142
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GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 11% chapter beginning at the 15t verse.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Luke 11:1-13

In teaching his disciples this prayer, Jesus also reminds them to focus on God’s coming reign, God’s mercy, and the
strengthening of the community. Jesus encourages his disciples to childlike trust and persistence in prayer.

! [Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us
to pray, as John taught his disciples.”2 So he said to them, “When you pray, say:

Father, may your name be revered as holy. May your kingdom come. 3 Give us each day our daily bread. * And for-
give us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. And do not bring us to the time of trial.” > And
he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me
three loaves of bread, ¢ for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.” 7 And he answers
from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot
get up and give you anything.’ 81 tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything out of friendship,



at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs.® “So, I say to you, Ask,
and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. '° For eve-
ryone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be
opened. ' Is there anyone among you who, if your child asked for a fish, would give a snake instead of a
fish? 12 Or if the child asked for an egg, would give a scorpion? '3 If you, then, who are evil, know how to give
good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask
him!”
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Ann Hultquist
THE APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s on-
ly Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pon-
tius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

God of Grace

Hear our prayer.
PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
OFFERTORY

OFFERING PRAYER
Creator God,

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your
table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior.

Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Page 144
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise...we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Page 144
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen

SHARING OF COMMUNION (for those of you at home)

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation
shared in this meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you”, include the prom-
ise of forgiveness, life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Hear these words and partake of the bread/cracker and wine/juice, giving it to each other, if possible:

“The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you.”

COMMUNION

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation
shared in this meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you”, include the prom-
ise of forgiveness, life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord The ushers will invite you to come forward for com-
munion. We invite everyone to receive "continuous communion” in front of the communion railing, and you may
kneel at the communion rail after you receive communion if you so desire. Wine is in the darker-colored cups, and
grape juice is in the lighter-colored cups. Gluten-free wafers are available in a separate bowl as you come forward.

LAMB OF GOD Page 146
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COMMUNION HYMNS

“What a Friend We Have In Jesus”
“Softly and Tenderly, Jesus is Calling”

What a Friend We Have in Jesus ELW 742
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Text: Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886 CONVERSE
Music: Charles C. Converse, 1832-1918 8787D
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Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling

ELW 608
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Text: Will L. Thompson, 1847-1909

Music: Will L. Thompson
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COMMUNION BLESSING
POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Mothering God,

you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our
neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BENEDICTION

SENDING HYMN “Go My Children with My Blessing” ELW 543

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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Go, My Children, with My Blessing ELW 543
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1."Go, my child-ren, with my bless - ing, nev - er a - lone.
2."Go, my child-ren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.
3."Go, my child-ren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to me.
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Go, my child-ren, with my bless - ing, you are my own."
Go, my child-ren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure."
Go, my child-ren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free."
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Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt. AR HYD Y NOS
Music: Welsh Traditional; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958 84848884

Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House
Arr. © Oxford University Press
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WELCOME to Worship!
WELCOME to worship! We are so glad you are here!

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP, and families can sit anywhere in the sanctuary, including the
chapel near the front.

A NURSERY is available downstairs across from the Choir Room for children under 5. Follow the signs.
LARGE-PRINT BULLETINS & HYMNS are available from the ushers.

ADDITIONAL PARKING is available in the Ahlberg Chapel parking lot, one-half block north of the church
on Terry Street.

RESTROOMS are located on the upper level of the church, along the hallway leading to the Big Room.
There are handicap accessible restrooms on the lower level near the elevator, and in the Big Room.

We love seeing you in worship!

Scan the QR Code for the Following! Preacher/Presider The Rev. Ann Hultquist
View the Latest Sunday Bulletin Worship Assistant Deacon Korra Looschen

Council Hosts Madeleine Martin

Bill Campbell
Ushers Todd Gould

Holly Keenan
Reader Sally Campbell
Communion Assistants Sally Campbell

Dwight Tilford
Pianist/Organist Jeffrey Hartmann

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the USA. Used by permission. Text for the liturgy from Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license
#SBL14236. Eucharist setting Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen is copyright © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission OneLicense A-713218.
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