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Welcome to God’s
House ... an area of
sacred space to
honor God.

We ask that you be
respectful of the
Nave, and others
that are here to
worship.

Remember the
Sabbath Day by
keeping it Holy.

Please refrain from
eating or drinking
while inside the
Nave, or leaving
trash behind when
you depart.

Pastor: Rev. Gabriella
Conklin

Cantor: Claudio Esquivel

Music Director: Dr. Vivian
Munn

Organist: Marilyn Martin

First Lutheran Church
302 S. Sugar Rd
Edinburg, Tx

78539

Office Hour:
Tuesday-Friday
10 AM-3 PM

Time after

Pentecost

July 27th, 2025
10:30 am

Welcome to First Lutheran Church, Edinburg, Texas on this seventh Sunday
After Pentecost. We are delighted that you have chosen to worship with us. First
Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Southwestern Tex-

as Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America o8

(ELCA). T Ak

As Lutherans, we confess our belief that the Holy Eucharist

(also called the Lord’s Supper and Holy Communion) is the

place where Our Lord Jesus is truly present (real presence). All people, who believe in
Christ and share our beliefs concerning this sacrament, are invited and encouraged to
participate in the Eucharist. This includes members of other Lutheran churches and
members of other denominations. Young children are also invited to share in this
celebration and may receive the sacrament if they, with their families, feel it is
appropriate. Children and people who do not wish to receive Communion are
invited to receive a blessing. Those unable to partake of the wine be assured that the
Church affirms our Lord’s presence in the bread alone.

FIRST TIME VISITORS — Please sign and include contact information on the
guest book located between the double doors at the front of the Narthex. We hope
that you worship with us again. If you have any questions about First Lutheran
Church, please call the office at 956.383.2647.

Mission Statement: Grace in Action, Mindful of a Changing
World,We Seek ALL People.

Please remember to
TURN OFF OR SILENCE ELECTRONIC DEVICES
before service begins.
We appreciate your help in minimizing any distractions during service.
Thank you!



STAND

+ GATHERING +
PRELUDE

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the T Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you free us to love others,

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness,

and generosity,

but we grow weary in doing what is right.

In your mercy, forgive us.

Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds,

and show us the path of life.

Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus

and you are God’s children through faith.

In the cross of *+ Christ,

and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN ELW 609 Chief of Sinners Though | Be

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of

the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to hear than we are
to pray, and you gladly give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour up-
on us your abundant mercy. Forgive us those things that weigh on our con-
science, and give us those good things that come only through your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

+ LITURGY OF THE WORD +

FIRST READING - Genesis 18:20-32

In today’s reading, Abraham undertakes the role of a mediator between God and sinful hu-
manity. Appedling to God’s justice, Abraham boldly asks for mercy for the city of Sodom for
the sake of the few righteous people there, including Abraham’s nephew, Lot. .

2 Then the Lord said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah
and how very grave their sin! ?' | must go down and see whether they have
done altogether according to the outcry that has come to me; and if not, | will
know.” 2 So the men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, while
Abraham remained standing before the Lord. ® Then Abraham came near and
said, “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked?
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* Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; will you then sweep away
the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it? * Far be it from
you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the right-
eous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the judge of all the
earth do what is just?” 2 And the Lord said, “If | find at Sodom fifty righteous in
the city, | will forgive the whole place for their sake.” ¥ Abraham answered,
“Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord, | who am but dust and ash-
es. *® Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole
city for lack of five?” And he said, “l will not destroy it if | find forty-five
there.” ¥ Again he spoke to him, “Suppose forty are found there.” He an-
swered, “For the sake of forty | will not do it.” * Then he said, “Oh do not let
the Lord be angry if | speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I
will not do it, if | find thirty there.” *' He said, “Let me take it upon myself to
speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the
sake of twenty | will not destroy it.” ** Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord
be angry if | speak just once more. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered,
“For the sake of ten | will not destroy it.”

The word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

PSALM /38
Your stead - fast love en - dures for - eV . ers

do not a4 - ban - don the works  of vour  hands.

"I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with | my whole heart;
before the gods | will | sing your praise.
21 will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name,
because of your steadfast ! love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word a- ' bove all
things. R
3 When | called, you ! answered me;
you increased my ! strength within me.
“ All the rulers of the earth will praise ! you, O LORD,
when they have heard the words ! of your mouth.
3 They will sing of the ways ! of the LORD,
that great is the glory ' of the LORD.



*The LORD is high, yet cares ! for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty ! from afar. R
”Though | walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your
right | hand shall save me.
®You will make good your pur- ! pose for me;
O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the
works ! of your hands. R

SECOND READING - Colossians 2:6-15

The writer of this letter warns the congregation in Colossae about “the empty lure” of philoso-
phies and traditions that compromise faith. Through the gift of faith, the church is mystically
connected with Christ in his death and resurrection which is enacted in baptism.

¢ As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your
lives in him, ” rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you
were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.

®See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty de-
ceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the
universe, and not according to Christ. °’ For in him the whole fullness of deity
dwells bodily, '°and you have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every
ruler and authority. ' In him also you were circumcised with a spiritual circum-
cision, by putting off the body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; '?
when you were buried with him in baptism, you were also raised with him
through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. '* And when
you were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made
you alive together with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, ' erasing
the record that stood against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nail-
ing it to the cross. "° He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public
example of them, triumphing over them in it.
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.



STAND GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the | Ith chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL READING - Luke I1:1-13

In teaching his disciples this prayer, Jesus also reminds them to focus on God’s coming reign,
God’s mercy, and the strengthening of the community. Jesus encourages his disciples to child-
like trust and persistence in prayer.

' [Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his
disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”* He
said to them, “When you pray, say: Father, hallowed be your name. Your king-
dom come. ? Give us each day our daily bread. * And forgive us our sins, for
we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. And do not bring us to the
time of trial.” > And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and
you go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of
bread; ¢ for a friend of mine has arrived, and | have nothing to set before
him." 7 And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already
been locked, and my children are with me in bed; | cannot get up and give you
anything.’ 21 tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything be-
cause he is his friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give
him whatever he needs. ’ “So | say to you, Ask, and it will be given you;
search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. '* For
everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for every-
one who knocks, the door will be opened. '' Is there anyone among you who,
if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? '* Or if the child
asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? "’ If you then, who are evil, know how to
give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give
the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
This is the Gospel of our Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Brief Silence.

Together as a family of
faith we lift our joys,
concerns, and
intercessions to God.

HOMILY
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 742 What a Friend We Have in Jesus

APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole

church and pray for the needs of the world.

Loving God, create in your church a desire for union with you in prayer. Raise
up leaders to teach Christ’s devotion to prayer and model Christ’s way of
prayer, until all people experience prayerful intimacy with you. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Reveal to humanity the sacredness of all creation. With the breath of your
Spirit, realign the balances of nature. Grant persistence in prayer and action for
the sake of the earth, our common home. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Teach rulers of the earth to sing of your ways, caring for the lowly and having
no preference for the powerful. Direct the heart of every person to seek your
will on earth as in heaven. God of grace, hear our prayer.



To all whose prayers are cries for help, give your good gifts, and satisfy their
deepest needs. (We pray especially for . . . ) Gather them to your constant,
loving presence, that they may rest in the confidence of life with you. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

Center the ministries of this assembly on prayer and service. Guide our rela-
tionships in the wider community, being ready to assist those who seek help.
Strengthen feeding, clothing, and housing ministries and community partner-
ships. God of grace, hear our prayer.

We give thanks for all who have gone before us. May we trust your steadfast
love and continue in hope until we are united with all your saints. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the
name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The peace our LORD is PEACE
shared throughout the o peace of Christ be with you always.
gathered assembly .
And also with you.

+ LITURGY OF THE MEAL +
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OFFERING PRAYER

Creator God,

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good

and the harvest is plentiful.

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth
and our labor,

that we may work for the good of all;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Great Thanksgiving is
understood as an act of
praise and thanksgiving
to the Father. Following

Jewish customs, the
emerging Christian litur-
gies blessed God (that is,
thanked him) for his
works of kindness and
love

S S - B—
The  lLord be with  vou. And al - so with  you.

Lin up Nour hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

PROPER PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:



The Sanctus is a series
of acclamations based on
the angels’ cry which
accompanied Isaiah’s
vision of God (Isaiah 6.3
also Psalm |18:26) and
with which the people
greeted fesus as he
entered Jerusalem on his
way to his sacrificial death,
Mark 11:9-10.

SANCTUS
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God, You are most holy, and great
is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that gave your only Son, so that everyone who be-
lieves in him may not perish but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all peo-
ple for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the Remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim

the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.



The bread is broken in
silence before the congre-
gation is invited to the
table to partake of the
holy meal

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and
death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming
again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as
we are able; we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and
with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your
own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the body and
blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and receiving
the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be given
our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your
holy church, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

But deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

And the power, and the glory,

forever and ever.

Amen.

FRACTION

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The kingdom of God is set before you.
Eat and rejoice.



SIT  AGNUS DEI

RECEIVING THE
EUCHARIST

Those who wish to receive
the Eucharist may come
to the chancel by way of

the center aisle.

After receiving the ele-
ments the communicant
responds: AMEN.

The sign of the cross is

made before and after
receiving the elements.
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COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.

COMMUNION HYMN ELW 750 Lord, Thee | Love With All My Heart

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in

his grace.
Amen.



POST COMMUNION CANTICLE
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your
grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and pro-
claim your love in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

+ SENDING +

BLESSING

The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your
hearts; and the life of the Spirit *I bless you and give you peace.

Amen.

sit ANNOUNCEMENTS
STAND RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 543 Go, My Children With My Blessing
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



T ﬁosefor Whom We Tm_y

Lolly Tangen, James Flores, Veronica L. Esquivel, Amanda Vale, Sandra
Flores, Letty Flores, Nicole Paredes, Victoria Trevino, Javier Davila, Earle
Valentine, Enriqueta Olvera, Teresa Trevino, Ernesto Trevino Ill, Vanesa
Guajardo, Aurora Buentello, Blanca Kelly, Magda Buentello, Oscar En-
rique Vergara, Francis Luna, Richard Martin, Hiram Alanis, Mike Salyers,
Kim LaFleur, Gerald Crochet, Diana Corona, The family & friends of
Ernesto Vergara

Prayer request cards are located in the hymn rack. Let us know when God has met your prayer needs!
Call the church office at 956.383.2647 or email at ficedinburg@gmail.com, so the requested name can
be removed from the prayer list, and we may rejoice with you.

‘Announcements

¢ August’s lector & altar set up sign-up sheets are available if anyone
would like to sign-up.

+ There is still time to add to our newsletter, please send any statement
you would like to add by Tuesday, August 5.

+ Blessings of the backpacks will be Sunday, August 10. Please bring
your backpacks, messenger bags, or briefcases for a blessing.

+ Please join us for Family Movie Night on Friday, August 15 at 8:30 pm.

July birthdays and anniversaries

Cindy Copeland’s Wedding Anniversary July 1
Jackie Pearson’s birthday July 1

Tom & Jackie Pearson’s Wedding Anniversary July 1
Bill Waugh’s birthday July 4

Barbara Caster’s birthday July 7

Roel Corona’s birthday July 31
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