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1. What is the significance of "sleep" in the context of Christian death?

In Christian theology, particularly as discussed in 1 Thessalonians 4, "sleep" is a metaphor for the
physical death of a believer. When a Christian dies, their body is said to "sleep" because itis
temporarily inactive in the grave, awaiting resurrection. However, their soul or spiritimmediately
goes to be with God the Father. This concept transforms the idea of death for believers, removing
its "sting" because Jesus paid the price for sin, making death a temporary repose rather than a
final end. This "sleep" is distinct from the eternal torment faced by unbelievers' souls after death.

2. What are the three "pillars" of the Rapture?

The Rapture, or "great gathering," is understood to be supported by three foundational "pillars":

1. The Death of Christ: Jesus's death transformed death into "sleep" for believers by paying
the "wages of sin." His sacrifice removed the "sting" of death, ensuring that for those who
believe, physical death is merely a temporary state before reunion with their soul.

2. The Resurrection of Christ: Jesus's resurrection from the dead by the Father validated His
sacrifice and guaranteed the future resurrection of all believers. Just as God raised Jesus,
He will also raise those who have died trusting in Jesus, restoring their bodies to be joined
with their souls.

3. The Revelation of Christ: The teaching of the Rapture is based on a direct revelation from
Christ, as indicated by Paul stating "by the word of the Lord." This suggests that the concept
of the Rapture is a unique teaching not found in other eschatological passages but directly
revealed to the apostles.

3. What happens to a Christian's body and soul after death?

Upon a Christian's death, their soul or spiritimmediately goes to be with God the Father. Their
body, however, is laid in the ground, described as "sleeping." At the time of the Rapture, or "great
gathering," the resurrected bodies of deceased believers will rise to meet their souls, which will
descend with Christ "in the air." This reunion of body and soul will result in a glorified, resurrected
body, making them "like Christ."

4. How does Jesus's resurrection relate to the resurrection of believers?

Jesus's resurrection is the foundational guarantee for the resurrection of believers. Because Jesus
died and rose again, God promises to treat those who died trusting in Him the same way He
treated Jesus - by resurrecting them. This means that just as Jesus's body was raised and reunited



with His soul, the bodies of believers will also be raised from the grave and reunited with their
eternal spirits, transforming them into a final form "like Christ." The resurrection of all believers is
directly linked to and predicated on Christ's resurrection, serving as a divine promise and
accomplishment.

5. What is the purpose of the Rapture, and what happens to believers during this event?

The Rapture, or "great gathering," is the event where Jesus gathers His people, both deceased and
living believers, to Himself. Its purpose is to take believers to the "Father's house" in heaven,
where Jesus has prepared a place for them. During the Rapture, the bodies of deceased Christians
will be resurrected and meet their souls in the air. Immediately after, living believers will also
ascend to meet them in the air. The combined group of gathered believers will then go "up" to
heaven with Christ, indicating a direct movement to a heavenly dwelling rather than an immediate
return to earth for a millennial reign. This event serves to comfort believers who might worry about
those who die before Christ's return, assuring them that no one will miss out on God's kingdom.

6. What is the difference between the Rapture and the Second Coming of Christ?

The Rapture, or "great gathering," is a distinct event from the Second Coming of Christ.

e The Rapture involves Christ coming "in the air" to gather believers (both living and
resurrected dead) and take them to heaven. This event precedes the Tribulation period.

e The Second Coming is when Christ returns to Earth in glory to establish His kingdom,
marking the end of the Tribulation and ushering in the Millennial Kingdom. It is associated
with judgment and the ultimate conclusion of earthly events as we know them.

There is a chronological sequence: Rapture, Tribulation (seven years), Millennial Kingdom
(thousand years), final judgment (Great White Throne), and then the new heavens and new earth.

7. How are judgments understood in this theological framework?

Judgment is understood as an ongoing process and a final event:

e Ongoing Judgment: Judgment occurs continuously, as individuals, upon death,
immediately go to one of two places: temporary residence in heaven for believers or a state
of torment for unbelievers.

e FinalJudgment (for Believers): Believers will appear before the Bema Seat (or Judgment
Seat of Christ). This is not for condemnation but for a review of their lives, where
opportunities missed in glorifying God may bring sorrow, followed by rewards. Heaven itself
is a place of eternal joy where past regrets will be superseded by holiness and communion
with God.



Final Judgment (for Unbelievers): Unbelievers will face the Great White Throne
Judgment at the very end of time. This is a definitive judgment leading to eternal
condemnation. While all condemned will suffer, the degree of torment is believed to be
commensurate with their actions, with those who committed greater evils experiencing
more severe punishment.

8. How does the concept of God's sovereignty relate to human free will and salvation?

The relationship between God's sovereignty and human free will in salvation is acknowledged as a
profound mystery beyond human full comprehension.

God's Sovereignty: Scripture indicates that God chooses those who will be saved "before
the foundation of the world," implying a divine predetermination. This is tied to God's
intrinsic desire to be glorified, which requires that not everyone be saved, allowing His love,
kindness, justice, and righteousness to be seen through both salvation and condemnation.

Human Free Will: At the same time, humanity is given free will, as exemplified by Adam
and Eve's choice in the Garden of Eden. While humans, in their fallen state, would not
naturally choose God, God "draws" individuals to Himself. The theological perspective
presented suggests that while God has foreknowledge and sovereignly chooses,

individuals still exercise free will, and God desires "not one die without salvation." The exact
interplay between these two truths remains a complex aspect of theology.



