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March—May 2025

“...I am made all things to all men, that I might
by all means save some. And this I do for the
gospel's sake, that I might be partaker thereof
with you.”

Dear Friends,

Greetings to each of you and thank you for praying for us! We are anticipating a very busy time for the
next few months as the calendar continues to fill up. We attended the wedding of a Marine Corps Major
and his bride who is an agent for Homeland Security. We are also looking forward to doing the wedding
ceremony for a Private First Class in June, who will be coming home from Okinawa to wed his high
school sweetheart. He will be returning to Japan shortly after the honeymoon. We bought two Bibles to
present to the couple during the service., We have had several funerals, others scheduled, with over
200 in attendance at our most recent service. We did a memorial service for a Medal of Honor recipient,
Lt. General Lawrence Nicholson was present, and we have been invited once again to speak at the Gold
Star Mothers and Family Day. We were involved with the Marine Roses Program, and have a host of
doctor appointments scheduled. Our firstborn grandson recently graduated from the University of Ten-
nessee, School of Engineering, and will be entering the PhD program in the fall. Congratulations Ethan!

Recently, we submitted a couple of articles to the Department of Tennessee. We were unaware, until
we started receiving feedback, that the Commandant shared these articles with a multitude of Marines.
She wrote, “Honor, Courage, Commitment... I know we have all enjoyed the words of wisdom from
Chaplain Ron. He submitted two more articles to the State Convention that I would like to share with
you. Please take some time to sit down and ponder his words as you read, and as always, he will make
you pause and think. And quite possibly bring tears to your eyes as it did for me. Enjoy... Semper Fi-
delis.” Commandant Susie Schmidt.

We now have six Marines that tag along for our visits to the Veterans Home. We spent a great deal of
time with a Marine yesterday who was on Saipan in the Marianna Islands, which was “one of the blood-
iest battles in U.S. military annals.” In the end, U.S. casualties were 16,525 dead, wounded, and miss-
ing. There were also 20,000 civilian casualties. Harlan, who is 101 years old, insisted that I feel all of
the bone and shrapnel fragments in his torso. That was awkward! Maybe they will give me a medal, or
a certificate for doing that! We have distributed tracts to almost everyone, including staff members, and
several residence of the home have received New Testaments. We have prayer with as many as possi-
ble, and they all look forward to the time we spend with them. It is impossible at times to break away
from one lonely soul and move on to another one. Hospital and rehab facility visits are made regularly.

Semper Fidelis, Always Faithful. “God is faithful, by whom ye were called....” 1 Cor 1:9
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