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| Sunday, July 27, 2025
_ 7™ Sunday after Pentecost
The welcome place.
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 116)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness
of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing (ELW 544)

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 121)
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power, riches, wisdom and strength,

and honor, blessing, and glory are his.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God,

and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God,

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 124)

Let us pray.

Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to hear than we are to pray,
and you gladly give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us your abundant
mercy. Forgive us those things that weigh on our conscience, and give us those good things
that come only through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Genesis 18:20-32
A reading from Genesis.
" Then the LORD said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how very
grave their sin! *' [ must go down and see whether they have done altogether according to the
outcry that has come to me, and if not, I will know.”

> So the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, while Abraham remained standing
before the LORD. » Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the
righteous with the wicked? ** Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; will you then
sweep away the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it? > Far be it from
you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the
wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?”” *°* And the
LoRD said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole place for their
sake.” >’ Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to my lord, I who am but dust
and ashes. ** Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for
lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” * Again he spoke to



him, “Suppose forty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.”

" Then he said, “Oh, do not let my lord be angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He
answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” *' He said, “Let me take it upon myself to speak
to my lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not
destroy it.” ** Then he said, “Oh, do not let my lord be angry if I speak just once more. Suppose
ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.”

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 138
'T will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart;
before the gods I will ' sing your praise.
*1 will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your
steadfast love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word above all things.
*When I called, you answered me;
you increased my strength within me.
* All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD,
when they have heard the words of your mouth.
> They will sing of the ways of the LORD,
that great is the glory of the LORD.
*The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty from afar.
’Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me.
*You will make good your purpose for me;
O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your
hands.

SECOND READING: Colossians 2:6-15 [16-19]

A reading from Colossians.

° As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to walk in him, "rooted and
built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.

* Watch out that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according to
human tradition, according to the elemental principles of the world, and not according to Christ.
’For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, '”and you have come to fullness in him,
who is the head of every ruler and authority. '' In him also you were circumcised with a spiritual
circumcision, by the removal of the body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; > when you
were buried with him in baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in the power of
God, who raised him from the dead. * And when you were dead in trespasses and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive together with him, when he forgave us all
our trespasses, '‘ erasing the record that stood against us with its legal demands. He set this



aside, nailing it to the cross. "* He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public example
of them, triumphing over them in it.

16 Therefore, do not let anyone condemn you in matters of food or drink or of observing
festivals, new moons, or Sabbaths. !” These are only a shadow of what is to come, but the body
belongs to Christ. '8 Do not let anyone disqualify you, insisting on self-abasement and worship
of angels, initiatory visions, puffed up without cause by a human way of thinking, !° and not
holding fast to the head, from whom the whole body, nourished and held together by its
ligaments and tendons, grows with a growth that is from God.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Seek Ye First (W&P 122)

GOSPEL: Luke 11:1-13
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
'[Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to
him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”” So he said to them, “When you pray,
say:
Father, may your name be revered as holy.

May your kingdom come.

*Give us each day our daily bread.

* And forgive us our sins,

for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
And do not bring us to the time of trial.”

> And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and
say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, ° for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have
nothing to set before him.” ” And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has
already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you
anything.” *I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything out of friendship, at
least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs.

’“So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock, and the
door will be opened for you. '’ For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches
finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. ' Is there anyone among you who,
if your child asked for a fish, would give a snake instead of a fish? > Or if the child asked for an
egg, would give a scorpion? " If you, then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Seek Ye First (W&P 122)



SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, Teach Us How to Pray Aright (ELW 745)

CREED (ELW p. 126)
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and pray for
the needs of the world.

Loving God, create in your church a desire for union with you in prayer. Raise up leaders to
teach Christ’s devotion to prayer and model Christ’s way of prayer, until all people experience
prayerful intimacy with you. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Reveal to humanity the sacredness of all creation. With the breath of your Spirit, realign the
balances of nature. Grant persistence in prayer and action for the sake of the earth, our common
home. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Teach rulers of the earth to sing of your ways, caring for the lowly and having no preference for
the powerful. Direct the heart of every person to seek your will on earth as in heaven. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

To all whose prayers are cries for help, give your good gifts, and satisfy their deepest needs.
Gather them to your constant, loving presence, that they may rest in the confidence of life with
you. God of grace,

hear our prayer.



Center the ministries of this assembly on prayer and service. Guide our relationships in the
wider community, being ready to assist those who seek help. Strengthen feeding, clothing, and
housing ministries and community partnerships. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We give thanks for all who have gone before us. May we trust your steadfast love and continue
in hope until we are united with all your saints. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of Jesus
Christ.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING All That We Have (W&P 5)

OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 129)

Let us pray.

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your
whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know
your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 129)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE (ELW p. 130)
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places



give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 130)

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 130)
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.

Y ou are most holy,

and great 1s the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.



Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,

not as we ought but as we are able;

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,

may be formed to live as your holy people

and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
Amen, amen. Amen, amen.

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 134)
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION (ELW p. 134)
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG (LAMB OF GOD) (ELW p. 135)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.



Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace.

SONG DURING COMMUNION What a Friend We Have in Jesus (ELW 742)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 136)

Let us pray.

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with
Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen
life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and =+ give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Go, My Children, with My Blessing (ELW 543)
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY

PREACHER / PRESIDER .....ooieiieieeeeeieee e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeaaaes The Reverend Leslie Richard
IMLUSICIAN .o e e e e e et e e e e et e e e e e e eee e e e e aeeeeaaaeaaeeeaaaaeeeeennanns Faith Woodward
TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT ......ccovvvieiiieeeiiieeeireeeeireeeeteeeesveeeeenees Edie Beaupre/Tom Petree

LLECTOR ..o et e e e e e e e e e e ee e e e e e e eaeeeeeaaaaeeeeeaaaaeeeaanaaeens Justin Bainum



CHURCH STAFF
PASTOR: The Reverend Kevin M.B. Tracey SCHOOL DIRECTOR: Melisa McDaid
Music DIRECTOR: Faith Woodward PARISH ADMINISTRATOR: Alice Kaplan

THIS WEEK AT ST. MARK

Today......cccc....... Worship Service with Pr. Leslie Richard............................ 10 AM
Sunday .............. WOrShip SEIVICE ....cccevvviii e 10 AM
Announcements

Today we welcome Pr. Leslie Richard as our Preacher and presider. She serves our
synod as a spiritual director and deputy.

Let's get St. Mark’s Christian School & Summer Camp voted “THE BEST IN DELCO
2025”! Please go to bestofdelco.bestinvoting.com and vote for St. Mark Christian
School under the "best of kids" categories. The services are: Day Camp, Summer
Camp, Early Childhood Learning Center, Nursery School, and Preschool. Thanks for
your support!

There’s just one more week for the SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE. Pick up a list of needed
supplies in the narthex.

We need your help to create a new database and CHURCH DIRECTORY. The link
has been included in the eblast the past several weeks. You can also scan the QR
code below to be taken to the form. If you’ve been unable to complete the form, please
call the church & Alice will fill it out with you on the phone.




Save the date for FALL FEST at St. Mark, September 13" from 10-3pm. Vendors,
food, music, & fun. We need vendors! Know someone that might be interested? Go to
our website for the interest form.

ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH
436 N. Oak Ave, Clifton Heights, PA 190018
Website: www.stmarkcliftonheights.org

Email: office@stmarkcliftonheights.org
Phone: 610-626-5295



http://www.stmarkcliftonheights.org/
mailto:office@stmarkcliftonheights.org

