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LUKE 11:1

July 27, 2025, at 9:30 am
7" Sunday after Pentecost
HOLY COMMUNION

Come Experience God’s Unlimited Grace, in a Most Welcoming Place


http://www.felcdecatur.org/
https://felcdecatur.org/live

INTRODUCTION

Persistence in prayer is encouraged by Jesus and wins the attention of God when Abraham
intercedes for Sodom. The life of the baptized—to be rooted and built up in Christ Jesus—is to
be nurtured with prayer. God hears and answers prayer and so strengthens God’s own. “When
I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me.”

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

GATHERING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: In the name of the Father,

and of the - Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Merciful God,

C: you free us to love others,
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness,
and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right.
In your mercy, forgive us.
Do not give up on us.
Heal us, break our bonds,
and show us the path of life. Amen.

P: You belong to Christ Jesus
and you are God’s children through faith.

In the cross of *+ Christ,
and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
C: Amen.



*GATHERING SONG “We Who Once Were Dead” ELW #495

GREETING ELW p. 138
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C: And also, with you.
*HYMN OF PRAISE “This Is the Feast” ELW p. 122-123

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray,

C: Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to hear than we are to
pray, and you gladly give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us your
abundant mercy. Forgive us those things that weigh on our conscience, and give us
those good things that come only through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

WORD

First Reading: Genesis 18:20-32

In today’s reading, Abraham undertakes the role of a mediator between God and sinful
humanity. Appealing to God'’s justice, Abraham boldly asks for mercy for the city of
Sodom for the sake of the few righteous people there, including Abraham’s nephew, Lot.

20 Then the LORD said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how
very grave their sin! *' I must go down and see whether they have done altogether
according to the outcry that has come to me; and if not, I will know.”

22 S0 the men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, while Abraham remained
standing before the LORD. 2> Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you indeed sweep
away the righteous with the wicked? ** Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city;
will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in
it? » Far be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that
the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth
do what is just?” % And the LORD said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I
will forgive the whole place for their sake.” 2 Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon
myself to speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. 2® Suppose five of the fifty
righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?”” And he said, “I
will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” ° Again he spoke to him, “Suppose forty are
found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” 3 Then he said, “Oh
do not let the Lord be angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I



will not do it, if T find thirty there.” *' He said, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the
Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not
destroy it.” ** Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak just once more.
Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.”

A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 138

'T will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart;
before the gods I will sing your praise.

T will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your
steadfast love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word above all things.

3 When I called, you answered me;
you increased my strength within me.

* All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD,
when they have heard the words of your mouth.

° They will sing of the ways of the LORD,
that great is the glory of the LORD.

®The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty from afar.

"Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall
save me.

*You will make good your purpose for me;

O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your
hands.

Second Reading: Colossians 2:6-19
The writer of this letter warns the congregation in Colossae about “the empty lure” of
philosophies and traditions that compromise faith. Through the gift of faith, the church is

mystically connected with Christ in his death and resurrection which is enacted in
baptism.

% As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in
him, 7 rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught,
abounding in thanksgiving.

8 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit,



according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not
according to Christ. ? For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, '° and you
have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and authority. '' In him also
you were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by putting off the body of the flesh in
the circumcision of Christ; !> when you were buried with him in baptism, you were also
raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. '* And
when you were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you
alive together with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, '* erasing the record that
stood against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the cross. '° He
disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public example of them, triumphing over
them 1n it.

16 Therefore do not let anyone condemn you in matters of food and drink or of
observing festivals, new moons, or sabbaths. !’ These are only a shadow of what is to
come, but the substance belongs to Christ. '®* Do not let anyone disqualify you, insisting
on self-abasement and worship of angels, dwelling on visions, puffed up without cause
by a human way of thinking, ' and not holding fast to the head, from whom the whole
body, nourished and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows with a growth that
is from God.

A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Alleluia” ELW p. 142

P: The holy gospel according to Luke the 11" Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 11:1-13

In teaching his disciples this prayer, Jesus also reminds them to focus on God’s coming
reign, God’s mercy, and the strengthening of the community. Jesus encourages his
disciples to childlike trust and persistence in prayer.

! Jesus was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said
to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”* He said to them, “When
you pray, say:
Father, hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come.

3 Give us each day our daily bread.

* And forgive us our sins,

for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
And do not bring us to the time of trial.”



> And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at
midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; ° for a friend of mine has
arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.” 7 And he answers from within, ‘Do not
bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I
cannot get up and give you anything.” ®I tell you, even though he will not get up and give
him anything because he is his friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up
and give him whatever he needs.

?¢So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and
the door will be opened for you. '*For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who
searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. ' Is there anyone
among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? 2 Or if
the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? '* If you then, who are evil, know how to
give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy
Spirit to those who ask him!”

P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY “Lord, Teach Us How to Pray Aright” ELW # 745
*APOSTLES’ CREED ELW p. 105

C: 1Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen



*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and
pray for the needs of the world.

A brief silence.

A: Loving God, create in your church a desire for union with you in prayer. Raise up
leaders to teach Christ’s devotion to prayer and model Christ’s way of prayer, until all
people experience prayerful intimacy with you. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.

A: Reveal to humanity the sacredness of all creation. With the breath of your Spirit,
realign the balances of nature. Grant persistence in prayer and action for the sake of the
earth, our common home. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.

A: Teach rulers of the earth to sing of your ways, caring for the lowly and having no
preference for the powerful. Direct the heart of every person to seek your will on earth as
in heaven. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.

A: To all whose prayers are cries for help, give your good gifts, and satisfy their deepest
needs. Gather them to your constant, loving presence, that they may rest in the
confidence of life with you. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.

A: Center the ministries of this assembly on prayer and service. Guide our relationships
in the wider community, being ready to assist those who seek help. Strengthen feeding,
clothing, and housing ministries and community partnerships. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.

A: We give thanks for all who have gone before us. May we trust your steadfast love and
continue in hope until we are united with all your saints. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.

P: Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of
Jesus Christ.
C: Amen.

*PEACE



MEAL
OFFERING SONG “Goodness Is Stronger than Evil” ELW #721

(We thank you for your time, talent, and money toward ministry at FELC and beyond.
Please place your money donation in the offering basket at the back of church, or on-line
at https://felcdecatur.org/give, or by mail.)

OFFERING PRAYER

P: Creator God,

C: in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good
and the harvest is plentiful.
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth
and our labor, that we may work for the good of all;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection,
you pour out the fire of your Spirit,
uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter
and all the witnesses of the resurrection
With earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels,
cherubim, and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:


https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffelcdecatur.org%2Fgive&data=05%7C02%7C%7C0c4614b842ac49c6c00908dce3d774a6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638635761788824952%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Xo7j8loWrM%2FD%2FlPm6nZg6MN96%2BCVEqTvLW1Z4GPBDMI%3D&reserved=0

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW p. 130
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER ELW p. 145

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.

At each worship service FELC celebrates communion around the altar rail using non-
alcoholic sacramental wine so that all present may receive God’s Grace in this
sacrament. If anyone is unable to come to the altar, the Pastor and assistants will bring
the sacrament to you. (If possible, please alert the Pastor or Assistant prior to Worship
service if you want communion at your seat). You are also welcome to pick up a
disposable chalice containing wine or juice at the back of the church. If you are taking
communion at the rail and feel less steady on your feet, feel free to come to the front of
the communion rail rather than walking around toward the back.

COMMUNION “Lamb of God” ELW p. 135

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: Mothering God,
C: you gathered us to your table
and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit
to love our neighbors as ourselves
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. Amen.

SENDING
*BLESSING
P: The love of God abound in you;
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit
++ bless you and give you peace.
C: Amen.

*SENDING HYMN “Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing” ELW #544
*DISMISSAL

A: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit
C: Thanks be to God.



*POSTLUDE
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Welcome to everyone here and to those participating on-line

Announcements

e Welcome to Pastor Jim Trutwin who is preaching and presiding this
morning. An interesting tidbit — On 3/30/2014, Pastor Trutwin baptized Ella
Taute, who is our Acolyte this morning.

e Grief Group meets Monday, July 28" at 11:00am in the Lounge. This was
rescheduled because last week’s meeting was cancelled. Grief Group will
also meet Monday, August 4.

o Exciting News!!! FELC has signed an Interim agreement with Minister
Claire Vail who will begin as Interim on September 1%. And Council has
signed an agreement with Pastor Janet Lepp who will be Minister Claire’s
Supervising Pastor. Claire Vail will be preaching and presiding on August 3%,
so if you are attending worship service that Sunday, please introduce yourself
and welcome her to our church family. Pastor Janet has served as Pulpit
Supply here at FELC several times so most everyone is familiar with her.
When Pastor Janet is here preaching on August 10™" and 17, please thank her
for her service as Supervising Pastor. Please feel free to contact any Council
Member with questions.

o PawPrint Ministries is hosting a campaign fundraiser. Each year, the teams
raise money to support our continued work in the community. Apollo &
Janice Isaacs have posted information & envelopes on the big Faith Formation
bulletin board by the classrooms. There are many ways to donate:

o Cash

o Check (PawPrint Ministries, 2555 E. Federal Drive, Decatur IL 62526)
o Venmo/PayPal @PawPrintMinistries

o Website: [www.pawprintministries.org]

Please designate your donation for “Team Apollo” when you donate. Thank
you for your support of this Ministry.


http://www.pawprintministries.org/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1qhHTHbbs1X9Yqf8r7w_jaVMqeAt5Nr87eyhchnXoXIphw8IQE6g8oFLo_aem_kbR8rgqTfKn_JPNGEEOwgQ

The AMELCA team served 102 clients on Wednesday, July 23,
The Church office will be closed on Friday, August 1%,

August 31 is our next Joint Worship Service with Holy Cross, held here at
FELC. Pastor Amy Ziettlow and Deacon Jason Fisher will be preaching &
presiding.

The Discover & Invite team will be meeting in August to review the
feedback received during our SonRise sessions. This feedback will be used to
work toward completing our Ministry Site Profile (MSP) that will be
submitted to Pastor Amy in the Synod office. If you have any questions,
please see a Discover & Invite member (Chuck Ahlenius, Peg Allgeier, Molly
Berry, Sheryl Brilley, Jeremy Hahn, John Malachowski).

New Book Study is scheduled to begin September 15™ at 12:15pm in the
Lounge. The book we will be reading is “The Mary We Forgot” by Jennifer
Powell McNutt. Please email (felc decatur@outlook.com) or call (217-423-
7783) the church office if you would like to attend or want a copy of the book.
Kay needs a count to know how many books to order. Thank you!

Son Rise Café needs hosts & hostesses! Nothing elaborate is required — just
the desire to extend a little fellowship. Some suggestions have been fruit, or
cheese & crackers, baked goods, etc. There’s a new signup sheet on the
bulletin board, so I hope you feel ‘nudged’ to sponsor a Sunday. Thank you
for your contribution!

We still have dates available for anyone that would want to sponsor Altar
Flowers on a Sunday. The flower chart is hanging on the bulletin board.

Let us Prepare our Hearts and Minds for Worship
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