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7th Sunday
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WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S!

A nursery is provided for children through age 4 for both worship services and for infants and
toddlers during Sunday School. The nursery is located at the end of the hall on the right side.

Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex.
Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side.

First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by
the stairwell.

If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Agape
Sunday School classroom. Any usher will be glad to direct you.

Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex.
Ushers are also available to assist you.
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If you are a visitor feel free to sign-in using the QR code. Here’s how it works:
Point your camera at the image, tap the link that appears on your screen, and
share whatever information you desire. Thank you! Hope to see you again soon!

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE “Aria from Rinaldo” George F. Handel
(We Stand)

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, full of compassion and
mercy, abounding in steadfast love.

Amen.

Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one another.

Eternal God our creator,

in you we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your children, the work of
your hands. Forgive us all our offenses, and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty
desires. By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. God’s
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us. In the mercy of
almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and for his sake, God + forgives you
all your sins.

Amen.




GATHERING HYMN “You Servants of God” ELW 825
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Je -sus ex - tol; his king-dom is glo-rious and rules o - ver all!

tri-umph shall sing, as - crib - ing sal - va-tion to Je - sus, our king!
an-gels pro-claim, fall down on their fac - es, and wor-ship the Lamb.
an-gels a - bove, and thanks nev -er ceas-ing, and in - fin - ite love!

%ﬁﬁ szt v g

I I ! D I I

T
L 15 T
L]

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you always.

And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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THE SALUTATION

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
(We Sit)
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FIRST READING Genesis 18:20-32

“Then the LORD said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how very grave
their sin! ?'l must go down and see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that
has come to me; and if not, | will know.” 22So the men turned from there, and went toward Sodom,
while Abraham remained standing before the LorRD. **Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you
indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked? *Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city;
will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it? ?Far be it
from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the
wicked! Far be that from you! Shail not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” °And the LORD
said, “If | find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, | will forgive the whole place for their sake.”

%’ Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord, | who am but dust and ashes.
B3uppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Willg}/ou destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And
he said, “I will not destroy it if | find forty-five there.” *Again he spoke to him, “Suppose forty are
found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty | will not do it.” Then he said, “Oh do not let the
Lord be angry if | speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if | find thirty
there.” *'He said, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.”
He answered, “For the sake of twenty | will not destroy it.” **Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be
angry if | speak just once more. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten |
will not destroy it.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 138
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"I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with | my whole heart;
before the gods | will | sing your praise.
?| will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your
steadfast | love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word a- | bove all things. R
SWhen | called, you | answered me;
you increased my | strength within me.
“All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O LoRb,
when they have heard the words | of your mouth.
They will sing of the ways | of the LoRD,
that great is the glory | of the LORD.
®The LoRb is high, yet cares | for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty | from afar. R
"Though | walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right | hand shall save me.
8¥ou will make good your pur- | pose for me;
O LoRb, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works | of your hands. R
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SECOND READING Colossians 2:6-15 [16-19]

®As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, “rooted
and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in
thanksgiving. ®See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit,
according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not
according to Christ. °For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, °and you have come to
fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and authority. "'In him also you were circumcised
with a spiritual circumcision, by putting off the body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ;
2when you were buried with him in baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in the
power of God, who raised him from the dead. *And when you were dead in trespasses and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive together with him, when he forgave us all our
trespasses, "“erasing the record that stood against us with its legal demands. He set this aside,
nailing it to the cross. "®He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public example of
them, triumphing over them in it. ['*Therefore do not let anyone condemn you in matters of food
and drink or of observing festivals, new moons, or sabbaths. ""These are only a shadow of what
is to come, but the substance belongs to Christ. Do not let anyone disqualify you, insisting on
self-abasement and worship of angels, dwelling on visions, puffed up without cause by a human
way of thinking, 'and not holding fast to the head, from whom the whole body, nourished and
held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows with a growth that is from God.]

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(We Stand)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 11:1-13

The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the 11th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'[Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to
him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”’He said to them, “When you pray,
say: Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. *Give us each day our daily bread.
“And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. And do not bring us
to the time of trial.” °And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him
at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; Sor a friend of mine has
arrived, and | have nothing to set before him.’ "And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me;
the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; | cannot get up and give
you anything.’ °l tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his
friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs. *So |
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say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be
opened for you. '°For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for
everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. ''Is there anyone among you who, if your child
asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? "Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a
scorpion? "*If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much
more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(We Sit)

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Ralph
SERMON Pastor Ralph
(We Stand)

HYMN OF THE DAY "What a Friend We Have in Jesus” ELW 742
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1 What a friend we have in Je - sus, all our sins and griefs to bear!
2 Have we tri - als and temp-ta - tions? Is there trou-ble an - y - where?

3 Are we weak and heav-y - lad - en, cum - bered with a load of care?
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Oh, what peace we of - ten for - feit; oh, what need-lesspain we bear—
Can we find a friend so faith - ful who will all our sor-rowsshare?
Do your friends de-spise, for-sake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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Je - sus knows our ev-'ry weak - ness—take it to the Lord in prayer.
In his arms he’ll take and shield you; you will find a so-lace there.
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THE APOSTLE’S CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

(We Sit)
OFFERING
God calls us to be generous stewards for the sake of our ministry near and far.
You can support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate,
mailing it to the church, giving online (sslc.org or use the QR Code) or through

the Givelify app. If you would like more details on direct deposit giving please
contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562.

[=]
ANTHEM “On Eagle’s Wings” Michael Joncas
You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, who abide in His shadow for life,
say to the Lord: “My refuge, my rock in whom | trust!”

And He will raise you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn,
make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of His hand.

The snare of the fowler will never capture you, and famine will bring you no fear:
Under His wings your refuge, His faithfulness your shield.

You need not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day;
Though thousands fall about you, near you it shall not come.

For to His angels He’s given a command to guard you in all of your ways;
Upon their hands they will bear you up, lest you dash your foot against a stone.

(We Stand)
OFFERTORY ELW 854
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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THE PREFACE
THE SANCTUS
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

(We Sit)
9



THE AGNUS DEI
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! We receive communion this morning
at the center aisle. Communion will be brought to the front rows for those who wish to
remain seated. Children who commune should be assisted by adults near them. Those unable
to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured of our Lord's presence in, with, and under each
element alone. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

Communion Music “His Eye is on the Sparrow” Kenneth Dake

The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn.
The hymn can be found in the back portion of the WOV (Blue) Hymnal in your pew rack.

Communion Hymn “Blessed Assurance” WOV 699
(We Stand)

BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, grant
you the gifts of faith and hope, and almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now
and forever.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

“Go, My Children, with My Blessing”

ELW 543
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1 “Go, my chil - dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 “Go, my chil - dren, sins for - giv-en, at peace and pure.
3 “Go, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to me.
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, I am with you, you are my Own.
Here you learned how much 1 love you, what I  can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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In my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - er I have made you mine for-ev - er.
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir - it’s pow - er filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.”
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free.”
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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Rowland Prichard



ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in appreciation of the sacrifice and service
to our nation by our military and first responders by Kay Keener.

SERVING TODAY:
Ushers: (8:30) Reuben Eargle, Sandy Shealy, Ron Redd, Steve Fowler, Jim Nantz,
and Daryl Hooker;
(11:00) Otis Rawl, G Kolb, Mike Burgess, Myra Strock, Manning Burgess,
Roy Windham, and George Mathias
Cantor: Shawn Lackey
Organist: Frances Webb
Soloist: Austin Means
Clarinetist: Caroline Beck
Greeters: (8:30) Sandy Shealy; (11:00) Myra Strock
Readers: (8:30) Jamie Early; (11:00) Becky Sons
Communion Assistants: (8:30) Ann Clark; (11:00) Myra Strock
Order of St. Stephen’s: (8:30) [A] Gracen Geary [C] Jack Jebaily;
(11:00) [A] Hampton Smith [C] Madelyn Burgess

The Church Staff Website: www.sslc.org

The Rev. Jason T. Antley The Rev. Ralph G. Hill

Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life ~ Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator

Ms. Susan Wilson, Director of Music/Organist  Mrs. Julie Tworzyanski, Preschool Director
Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus

Summer Sunday School Information:
Locations for Adult Classes

Agape Adult Class
Room #102 (Closest to Narthex)
Saints & Sinners with PJ and PR
Room #203 (Large Upstairs Room)
If you are interested in beginning a new
Sunday School class please contact
Mrs. Shannon.

If you are not receiving the weekly announcements and monthly newsletter via email
and would like to receive them, please email Shannon (Shannon@sslc.org) so she
can add you to the distribution list.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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