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Paragraph for bulletin cover: 

How have you encountered God in the fullness of who you are—body, mind, and spirit—in this 

church community?  “I feel alive”: something we exclaim after an invigorating dunk in cold 

water, soaring through the air on a hang glider, or feeling the rush of wind as we tip over the 

edge of that first big hill on a roller coaster. Funny how none of these involve sitting quietly and 

contemplating deep and heady things. Sitting and cogitating has a way of drawing our focus 

away from the body instead of toward it. And it seems that to feel alive, we have to be in our 

bodies, feeling and experiencing the world around us with our whole selves. 

 

Image for bulletin cover: 

 
 

+ GATHERING + 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

PRELUDE O Father in the heaven Who art - attrib. J.S. Bach 

WELCOME AND GREETING 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Children of God, when the journey ahead seems long and hard, full of unknown dangers and all-

too-real risks, remember: 

Keep the faith. God, who made us alive, is our Guardian and Guide. 
When the voices on the side of the road tempt us with their misinformation full of unearned 

certainty, simple solutions, and quickness to blame and shame those who disagree with them, 

remember: 

Stay the course. God, who made us alive, is our Wisdom and Judge. 



When those in power place barriers in our way, making it harder to share the love of God in our 

communities, trying to convince us it is easier to do nothing than remain firm in God’s call to act 

for the flourishing of all our neighbors, remember: 

Do not be afraid. God, who made us alive, is our Strength and our Advocate. 
Children of God, come! Let us worship God, whose persistent love empowers us to persevere, to 

stay the course, to live by faith and not fear. 

Come, let us worship God, who makes us alive, through grace to love and serve God and 

one another. 

 

OPENING HYMN    ELW 761    Evening and Morning 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you 

  

HYMN OF PRAISE    ELW 415     Father Most Holy 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Just God, we sense your anger at the injustice that thrives in the world. We share your grief at the 

discord that rages among your children, the rejection of those who bear your image, and the 

oppression of those you know by name. We turn toward you for strength and guidance to turn 

away from the norms of this world, the lure of self-righteousness, and the appeal of comfort over 

justice. Embolden us to believe that another world is possible and empower us to participate in 

its creation. Amen 

  



+ WORD + 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

READING: Colossians 2:6-19 

 

At the conclusion of the reading: 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL: Luke 11:1-13 

 

At the beginning of the reading: 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

At the conclusion of the reading: 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON        

 

HYMN OF THE DAY    ELW 742    What a Friend we have in Jesus 

 

  



APOSTLE’S CREED 

Together with people of faith in all times and places, we profess our faith with the words of the 

creed. 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING The Lord’s Prayer - Albert Hay Malotte 

arranged for organ by Henrietta Dippman Griswold 

 

OFFERTORY   ELW 467   We Place Upon Your Table, Lord 

 
 

 



OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Living and redeeming God, in Christ, you have made us fully alive, setting us free from all that 

would hold us captive. As we bring these gifts, we do so in gratitude, abounding in thanksgiving 

for your grace. May these offerings be signs of our rootedness in you, bearing fruit for your 

kingdom. Let them be used to bring hope, healing, and new life to those in need. Keep us 

steadfast in Christ, walking in faith and filled with the joy of your transforming love. In the name 

of the one who makes us whole, we pray. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Each petition will end with the words: 

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude: 

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of Jesus 

Christ. 

Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

+ SENDING + 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BENEDICTION 

Go now in the blessing and power of God  

who gives us life, that you may grow in faith  

and live as bearers of love and life everywhere you go.  

Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN    ELW 834    Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 

Thanks be to God. 



POSTLUDE Chaconne, (after Couperin) - Gordon Young 

 
The liturgy for today’s worship service was reprinted by permission from Sundays and Seasons.com, copyright 2025 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #45176. The hymns and songs unless otherwise noted, are covered 

under copyright licenses; CCLI 1490857, OneLicense.net A-709256, or are Public Domain. Copyright 2025. Call to 

worship and benediction written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, January 2025. Prayer of God written 

by Rev. Dr. Cheryl Lindsay, Copyright 2022 Faith INFO Ministry Team. 

 

 

We appreciate The Reverend Marcia Bell for serving as our supply pastor this Sunday. She was 

born in Philadelphia and grew up in Abington.  Pastor Bell and her husband, Robert, reside in 

Telford and enjoy spending time at their cottage in Paradise Falls. They are the proud parents of 

two adult daughters and thoroughly enjoy their role as grandparents to Caleb, Chloe, and 

Christian. 

  
PRAYER LIST  

Please continue to keep the following people connected to our congregation in your prayers: Bob 
Moran, Leonard Gibeon, David Mounts, Ruthie Jadick, Jill Iris, Ed Schanely, Steve Keyser, 
Andrew Breuninger, Joe Tursi, the Stauffer family, Renee Fels, Rebecca Jellen, Sarah Keller, 
Linda Lysoby, Mary Bonar, Mary Flint, Richard Ditzler, Paige Seasock, Charlie Izurieta, Jeff 
Jadick, Joy Miller, Alyson Harvey, Audrey Sell, Sonny Carson and Katie Knowles.  

   

Mark Your Calendar 

Saturday, August 2, 2025 9-11am Open Link Food Collection 

Sunday, August 3  9:30am  Worship  

    Following worship—Outreach meeting 

Open Link Food Collection is Saturday from 9-11 AM.  The pantry is specifically asking for 

donations of canned chicken and tuna, condiments, fruit juice, pasta, rice, jelly and personal care 

and cleaning supplies. 

Fridays at the Firepit!  Join us Friday, August 8th at 7pm.  Bring a chair and join the fun! 

St. John’s & Friedens Book Club is reading This Tender Land by William Kent Krueger.  

They will be meeting in St. John’s fellowship hall on Saturday, August 9th to discuss this book 

and share a light breakfast and coffee.  Questions, please contact Pastor Becky or Pastor 

Stephanie. 

Order your hoagie by Monday, August 11th.  Sign up outside PB’s office or contact Elaine 

Keller at  elainekeller@comcast.net or 215-262-5366. 

  



National Night Out will be here at St. John’s on Saturday, August 9th from 3-6pm.  Come out 

and meet our local police and fire fighters, safety demonstrations, music, games and food and 

more!  If you can help out, please contact Paul Barndt (pbarndt@barndtagency.com). 

Blessing of the New School Year  Sunday, August 24 – 9:30 AM 

As we prepare for a new school year to start, we will take time during worship to bless not only 

our students but also all those who work within the school system – teachers, aides, 

administrators, cafeteria workers, bus drivers, etc. 

Younger students are welcome to bring their backpacks for the blessing! 

 

  





 


