


%0

)

4










“Reflections on education with special

reference to the teaching of English in the
upper forms of schools”




“I doubt whether we are sufficiently

attentive to the importance of elementary
text books.”

Opening line of The Abolition of Man










“Sublime”




“When the man said This is sublime, he appeared
to be making a remark about the waterfall...
Actually...he was not making a remark about the
waterfall, but a remark about his own feelings.
VWhat he was saying was really | have sublime

feelings associated in my mind with.the-word
“Sublime”, or shqrtly, [ have sublime feelings.’

- Gaius and Titius, The Green Book




This confusion is continually present in language
as we use it. We appear to be saying something
very important about something: and actually we
are only 'saying something about our own
feelings.

- Gaius and Titius, The Green Book.\__




The schoolboy who readsithisipassageiniihe Green
Book will believe two propositions:firstly thatall
sentences containing a‘predicate ofivalueiare

statements about the emotional’state ofithe'speaker,
and secondly, that all'such'statements are unimportant.

Lewis, “Men Without Chests,” The Abolition of Man




* “That cake is delicious.”

* “That waterfall is sublime.”

* “The song was beautiful.”




“That cake is delicious.”

“That waterfall is sublime.”

“The song was beautiful.”

“Human life is precious.”




“That cake is delicious.”

“That waterfall is sublime.”
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“Murder is evil.”




“That cake is delicious.”

“That waterfall is sublime.”

“The song was beautiful.”

“Human life is precious.”
“Murder is evil.”

“Loyalty is virtuous.”




“That cake is delicious.”

“That waterfall is sublime.”

“The song was beautiful.” Subjective feelings, not
objective reality

“Human life is precious.”

“Murder is evil.”

“Loyalty is virtuous.”




Logical Positivism

Only statements that can be verified through direct observation or logical
proof are meaningful.

For instance:
* |t can be empirically verified (e.g. “Water boils at 100°C”)
« It can be logically or mathematically true (e.g. “2+2 = 4”)

Thus, value judgements (“Murder is wrong”) are meaningless. They only
express the emotions of the one holding the value (e.g. “Murder is wrong
demonstrates that the person feels that murder is wrong)

Eh

This creates the ethical theory of Emotivism




The very power of Gaius andilitiusidependsionitheifact that
they are dealing with a'boy:aboywhoithinksihelissdoing’
his ‘English prep’ and has'nonotion thatiethics;theology,
and politics are at stakerltisinotiattheory theyputinto his
mind, but an assumption;whichitenlyears henceits origin

forgotten and its presence unconscious; willicondition him
to take one side in'a controversy:which'he hasinever
recognized as a controversy atall:

Lewis, “Men Without Chests,” Abolition




“Live your truth”

“Who am | to judge?”

“Beauty is in the eye of the beholder”




“The task of the modern'educaterisinotitorcut
down jungles but tolirrigateidesertsiline right
defence against false'sentimentsisttolinculcate
just sentiments. By stanwingithesensibility:of our

pupils we only makethem easierprey:toithe
propagandist when'he comes: Eor famished
nature will be avenged and'a‘hard heartis no
infallible protection against a soft-head:-*
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Until quite modernitimesialliteachersiand
even all men believeditheuniverseto be
such that certain emotienal reactions on our
part could be either‘congrious or,

Incongruous to'it—believed;infact; that
objects did not'merely receive; but could
merit, our approval or disapproyval, our
reverence or our contempt.




Aristotle says that the! alm of educatlon ISTtO make
the pupil like and dislike what helought:

Plato before him hadisaidithesame: The little
human animal will'noetiatifirstthaveithe right
responses. It mustbe trained toffeelipleasure,
liking, disgust, and'hatredatithose things:which

really are pleasant; likeable;disgustingiand
hateful...All this before heis'of;an'age toreason;
so that when Reason at length'comes to'him,
then, bred as he has been, he will'hold out his
hands in welcome and recognize her because of
the affinity he bears to her.
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But what is common toithemialllis’somethingiwe
cannot neglect. It'is theidoctrine oiiebjective value,
the belief that certainfattitudesiareireallyitrue;and
others really false, to'the Kindiofithingithe universe
Is and the Kind of thingsiweareslihosewho know
the Tao can hold that'te'call’children delightful or

old men venerable is not'simply to'recorda
psychological fact about'ourown parentaliorfilial
emotions at the moment; but to'recognize a quality
which demands a certain response from us'whether
we make it or not.




And because our approyvalsiandidisapprovalsiare thus
recognitions of objectiVevalluelorresponsesitoan
objective order,; thereforelemotionalistatesicanibe in
harmony with reasoni(whenweieellikingforrwhat
ought to be approved)oroutioftharmonywithireason

(when we perceive thatlikinglisiduebuticannot feel it).
No emotion Is; in‘itself; ajudgement;inithatisense all
emotions and sentiments are alogical: Butithey can
be reasonable or unreasonable as they conform to
Reason or fail to conform. The heart'never takes the
place of the head: but it can, and should, obey it.




Over against this stands thelworldiofifihelGreeniBook. In it
the very possibility of a sentimentibeingireasonable — or
even unreasonable —hasibeen excludedfromithe’outset.
It can be reasonable or:unreasonableenlyafiticonforms
or fails to conform to somethingielselosayithatithe
cataract is sublime means'sayingithatiouremotion of

humility is appropriate or:ordinate tothe reality;and thus
to speak of something else besides the emaotion;just as
to say that a shoe fits is to speakinot.only of;'shoesbut of
feet. But this reference to'something beyond the emotion
is what Gaius and Titius exclude from every sentence
containing a predicate of value. Such statements, for
them, refer solely to the emotion.







