u

Welcome to
Messiah

We are a community
of grace where we
live out Jesus' com-
mandment to love
God with our whole
heart and to love our
neighbors as out-
selves. We also seek
to be a welcoming
community for all
people. This includes
people of every race,
ability, sexual orien-
tation and gender
identity, ethnic back-
ground, economic
grouping, religious
affiliation, and politi-
cal persuasion. We
do this simply be-
cause God created all
people in God's own
image and Christ
Jesus came so all
people might have
abundant life. We
may not always be
perfect, but this is
our intention--all are
welcome!

7th Sunday after Pentecost

8:30 am - July 27, 2025
Messiah Evangelical 1utheran Church

PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Please stand as comfortable, in body or in spirit.
The presiding minister will read the sections in plain text.
You are invited to read the bold portions.

In the name of the Father,

and of the " Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Metciful God,

you free us to love others,

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness,

and generosity,

but we grow weary in doing what is right.

In your mercy, forgive us.

Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds,

and show us the path of life.

Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus

and you are God’s children through faith.

In the cross of *+ Christ,
and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.



bread of new birth,

here you shall call your

GATHERING HYMN #532 “Gather Us In”
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1 Here in this place the new light is stream-ing, now is the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys-try, we are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
4 Not in the dark of build-ings con-fin - ing, not in some heav - en,
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van - ished a - way;  see in this space our  fears and our dream-ings
yearn for your face; =~ we have been sung through-out all of his - try,

sons and your daugh-ters,

light years a - way— here in this place the new light is shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the earth.
now is the king-dom, and now is the day.
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Gath-er us 1in, the lost and for - sak - en, gath-er us in, the
Gath-er us in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er us in, the
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us to eat the
Gath-er us in and hold us for -ev - er, gath-er us in  and
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blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall a - wak-en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so  meek and so low -1y,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er wus in, all peo-ples to - geth -er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE ACS p. 31
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1 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the
2 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the
3 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the
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yours be  the glo - ry, O God, yours a - lone.



Please be
seated.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to hear than we are to pray,
and you gladly give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us your abundant
mercy. Forgive us those things that weigh on our conscience, and give us those good
things that come only through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING Genesis 18:20-32

“0'Then the LORD said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and
how very grave their sin! *' I must go down and see whether they have done altogether
according to the outcry that has come to me, and if not, I will know.”

2280 the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, while Abraham remained
standing before the LORD. > Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you indeed
sweep away the righteous with the wicked? ** Suppose there are fifty righteous within
the city; will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous
who are in it? »> Far be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the
wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the
Judge of all the earth do what is just?” °° And the LORD said, “If I find at Sodom fifty
righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole place for their sake.” > Abraham an-
swered, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to my lord, I who am but dust and ashes.
% Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for
lack of fiver” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” * Again he
spoke to him, “Suppose forty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I
will not do it.” **'Then he said, “Oh, do not let my lord be angry if I speak. Suppose
thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” ' He said,
“Let me take it upon myself to speak to my lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He
answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.”” *> Then he said, “Oh, do not
let my lord be angry if I speak just once more. Suppose ten are found there.” He an-
swered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.”

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 138

'T will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart;
before the gods I will sing your praise.
21 will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of
your steadfast love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word above all things.
*When I called, you answered me;
you increased my strength within me.



Please
stand
as you
are
com-
fortabl
ein
body
or spir-
it.

*All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD,
when they have heard the words of your mouth.
>'They will sing of the ways of the LORD,
that great is the glory of the LORD.
¢The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty from afar.
"Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save
me.
“You will make good your purpose for me;
O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your
hands.

SECOND READING Colossians 2:6-15

¢ As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to walk in him, " rooted
and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in
thanksgiving.

“ Watch out that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, accord-
ing to human tradition, according to the elemental principles of the world, and not accord-
ing to Christ. ” For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, '’ and you have come
to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and authority. '' In him also you were cir-
cumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by the removal of the body of the flesh in the cir-
cumcision of Christ; '” when you were buried with him in baptism, you were also raised
with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. '* And when
you were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive to-
gether with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, * erasing the record that stood
against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the cross. > He disarmed
the rulers and authorities and made a public example of them, triumphing over them in it.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ACS p. 33
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Please

be seat-
ed.

GOSPEL Luke 11:1-13
Glory to you, O Lord.

! [Jesus|] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said
to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”” So he said to them, “When
you pray, say:
Father, may your name be revered as holy.

May your kingdom come.

> Give us each day our daily bread.

* And forgive us our sins,

for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.

And do not bring us to the time of trial.”
> And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at mid-
night and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, ¢ for a friend of mine has
arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.” " And he answers from within, ‘Do not
bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I can-
not get up and give you anything.” “I tell you, even though he will not get up and give
him anything out of friendship, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give
him whatever he needs.
7“So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock,
and the door will be opened for you. ! For everyone who asks receives, and everyone
who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. ' Is there
anyone among you who, if your child asked for a fish, would give a snake instead of a
fish? 1> Or if the child asked for an egg, would give a scorpion? !° If you, then, who are
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly
Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY ACS #1005 “Ask the Complicated Questions”
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1 Ask the com - pli - cat - ed ques - tions.
2 Seek the dis - con - cert - ing an - SWers,
3 Knock on doors of new i - de - as,

4 For in strug - gle we dis - cov - er
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Do not fear to be found out; for our God makes
fol - low where the Spir - it  blows; test com - pet - ing
test as - sump - tions long grown stale, for Christ calls from
truth both sim - ple and pro - found; in the knock-ing,
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strong our weak-ness, forg - ing faith in fires  of doubt.
truths for wis - dom, for in ten - sion new life  grows.
shores of won-der, dar - ingus to try and fail.
ask - ing, seek-ing, we are o - pened, an - swered, found.
APOSTLES’ CREED

Please . . .
stand as |1 believe in God, the Father almighty,

you are | creator of heaven and earth.
comfort- | T believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

ablein | ho was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
body or b f the viroin M
spirit. orn of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and pray
for the needs of the world.

Loving God, create in your church a desire for union with you in prayer. Raise up leaders
to teach Christ’s devotion to prayer and model Christ’s way of prayer, until all people ex-
perience prayerful intimacy with you. God of grace, hear our prayer.




Please be
seated.

Please
stand as
you are
comforta-
ble in
body or
spirit.

Reveal to humanity the sacredness of all creation. With the breath of your Spirit, realign
the balances of nature. Grant persistence in prayer and action for the sake of the earth, our
common home. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Teach rulers of the earth to sing of your ways, caring for the lowly and having no prefer-
ence for the powerful. Direct the heart of every person to seek your will on earth as in
heaven. God of grace, hear our prayer.

To all whose prayers are cries for help, give your good gifts, and satisfy their deepest needs
of all, especially... Gather them to your constant, loving presence, that they may rest in the
confidence of life with you. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Center the ministries of this assembly on prayer and service. Guide our relationships in the
wider community, being ready to assist those who seek help. Strengthen feeding, clothing,
and housing ministries and community partnerships. God of grace, hear our prayer.

We give thanks for all who have gone before us. May we trust your steadfast love and con-
tinue in hope until we are united with all your saints. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of Jesus
Christ. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

SENIOR CHOIR ANTHEM “Immortal, Invisible”
OFFERING PRAYER

Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful.
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work
for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

THE LORD’S SUPPER

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.



Please be
seated.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy
...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho - san - na, ho - san - na in the  high - est.

Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. Amen.
Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. Amen.

Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. Amen.
... Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION HYMNS “Lamb of God” ACS p. 40
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the world; have mer-cy on
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world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
#742 “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”
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I What a friend we have in Je - sus, all our sins and griefs to bear!
2 Have we tri - als and temp-ta - tions? Is there trou-ble an - y - where?
3 Are we weak and heav-y - lad - en, cum - bered with a load of care?
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What a priv-i-lege to car - ry ev - ’'ry-thing to God in prayer!
We should nev-er be dis-cour-aged—take it to the Lord in prayer.
Pre - cious Sav-ior, still our ref - uge—take it to the Lord in prayer.
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Oh, what peace we of - ten for - feit;

Can we find

a friend so faith - ful

oh, what need-lesspain we bear—
who will all our sor-rowsshare?

Do your friends de-spise, for-sake you? Take it to theLord in prayer.
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all be-cause we do not car - ry

Je - sus knows our ev-’ry weak - ness—take it

ev - ry-thing to God in prayer!
to the Lord in prayer.

In his arms he’ll take and shield you; you will find a so-lace there.
#785 “When Peace like a River”
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1 When peace like a riv - er at - tend - eth my way, when

2 Though Sa - tan should buf - fet, though tri - als should come, let

3 He lives—oh, the bliss of this glo - ri-ous thought; my

4 Lord, has - ten the day when our faith shall be sight, the
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Please
stand as
you are
comforta-
ble in
body or
spirt.

sor - rows like sea bil-lows roll, what-ev - er my lot, thou hast
this blest as - sur-ance con - trol, that Christ hath re - gard - ed my
sin, not in part, but the whole, is nailed to his cross and I

clouds be rolled back as a  scroll, the trum - pet shall sound and the

taught me to say, it is  well, it is well with my soul.
help - less es - tate, and hath shed his own blood for my soul.
bear it no more. Praise the Lord,praise the Lord, O my soul!
Lord shall de-scend; e - ven  so it is well with my soul.

Itis well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER
BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN #543 “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”
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I “Go, my chil - dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 “Go, my chil - dren, sins  for-giv-en, at peace and pure.
3 “Go, my chil -dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to  me.
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, I am with you, you are my own.
Here you learned how much [ love you, what I  can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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In  my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - er I have made you mine for-ev - er.
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.

Here my Spir - it’s pow - er filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you my own”
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at and pure”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy and free”
SENDING
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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