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“God’s Word: Our Refuge and Treasure” " fiffyi% « FA JHUREMEFTAIE 5 |

Let us pray. Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth, and who will not
forsake the work of His hands. iE3{ 147145 o AT EIEIE T 2% #ielE R - R SEFE
FHTERY L -

Father, give me the words to speak so that when | open my mouth, it would be to the praise of
Your glorious grace. In Jesus’ name, Amen. <X > SRARIGE TGS - DAY TR TT it REBE SR o
HYREE o ZRRRBRAYA - P[] -

This sermon is the first of a three-part series on the word of God. Over these three weeks we will
be studying a total of eight verses which come from Psalm 119:161-168. X2 E Y1 =50
AEE—UF « BETRIV=R - BATRF->] 150 119:161-168 » 3L /(11423 -

And can | just say, | am so incredibly grateful for this opportunity to look at these verses with you. |
count it a great privilege. SSFMEAE T » FIEE EUHAEA ST = SIRMT—#E S X LT o FER
TR ©

At the outset of this series, | want to begin by addressing the different kinds of listeners that may
be in this room, right now. X %0 F4EET - FRARS G 7L ER [FIHYIT R
| realize that all of us here come with different needs, being in different stages of life and different
places in our walk with Christ. Some may not even know Christ. FHIHERITERENERE > AT

AEINEM B » SEERITHC A —F - ERa[ge A N AHEERA -

If you recall, in 1 John 2:12-14, John addresses the different groups within his audience. {15-{/Rif
I0H - AR —1) 2:112-14 > gy R AN B A L 2R TR -

He says, “I write to you, little children, because...” “I am writing to you fathers, because...” “l am
writing to you, young men, because...” So let us follow his example as we begin our series: i :

G BB By.....7 5 S - IEELEIRN] - BY....705 "B REAE

BT R e HEE - R THE RS - AEFA TR RE A A 1

1. To those who are not Christians — | hope that these messages would cause you to begin
searching the Scriptures to see if they are the words of God. VAL R EREFERT A » FeAFEX
5 SRR TR ES 22 BEEERAMHIVIE -

2. To those who profess to be Christians but have never delighted in God’s word — | hope that you
would search your heart to see if God has ever truly saved you. YfABLE EFREEBEAMAE
WS TEIIA - BAZIREN LB - BE LSS ENIREEE IR -

3. To those who are Christians but who do not often read your Bible — | hope to reprove you and
encourage you from the Scripture itself, and to supply you with an abundance of reasons for

reading it more often. YRS NEEEHNANEIRZLAIAN - BAEMNZL ARG T IR
15> FHAIREREE A R VA F 2R E4% -

4. To those who at one time burned with passion for God’s word, but who have now grown cold — |
hope to call you back to faithfulness, and to show you that the well of Scripture is so deep that it
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can never be exhausted. TfHELE & L8N HHHY TG TR AE - AL LRATA > B M [El{R
AE > FE AR 42 2 HE A0 2 2% Hok A g -

5. And to those Christians who do read their Bible often — thanks be to God. And | hope to spur
you to remain faithful in your devotion to God’s word even as trials and difficulties come, that
you would grow to delight even more in your reading and study. YJHPEb22 5 152 % A FVBAE »
G B SRS - BRI G - 3 0TS TS » (EIRE A
bR E =g -

Now with that said, let us first talk about some points of background for Psalm 119 as whole. &

g AERMTTIRRFR 119 REBRIE R -

Matthew Henry says that — similar to Proverbs — Psalm 119 “is a chest of gold rings, not a chain of

gold links.”  FLESERISE - 15 110 FSEEML - “R—RRI » AR -

He means that instead of writing a coherent storyline, the author of Psalm 119 gives us a scattered

mix of pithy, short sayings that shed different angles of light upon the word of God. fttfy &= EE » 1%

119 BHUFBE AN BIAEEE T AVEREEE T » MEIEERIEIEEGHR - A HeE RS A 69
& BUERAEAELSE SIS EF I -

And what | want to stress here is that this collection of sayings is not merely stating the same thing
again and again. {EXEILAETRIFAYE - XEEEHERIVIE TGN L2 EE RLE— 5 -

Because when we study this Psalm carefully, its diversity comes to light.

AL MFHHEX R - XA eI REE -

Psalm 119 is not a long list of repeating phrases. But it's as if each phrase has a new thing to tell
us, a new perspective to offer us. wiE 119 FH-AE— 8 XK XEEAVHIE » EF—A1EEUF
HHHINEFEZSITHAT > AR R E 2 a3 -

So even with these next three sermons, | hope to demonstrate to you that Psalm 119 is diverse —
not redundant. [ > 8 FRIN=RIUHE » A EEIREIFR 119 RIVZEAE: - A 2w -
Our second point of background is about the arrangement of the psalm.

F A BRI R T W RAYREE -

Psalm 119 was written in a very special and masterful poetic structure.

Wim 119 T2 I E R R5 B ATRE A 155 S B -

It is a set of acrostic poems in which each section is devoted to one letter in the Hebrew alphabet.
Notice that Psalm 119 is split into 22 smaller sections.

TR—ERCA > BB — DR ERFRERAEE » PR 119 m#iorik 22 &g -

In the original Hebrew, every line in a given section would begin with the same letter.
TEAAARIESCH » F—E i E— TR ME R Bk -

For example, the first letter of the Hebrew alphabet is aleph. So in the first section (which is the first
8 verses) each verse begins with an aleph.

Ban - B AERFREE aleph o [t - B—#85> (HIAT 8 11) HY&EE—"741LL aleph F=k -
Then in the second section each verse begins with the letter bet — the second letter of the Hebrew
alphabet. ZRj5 » 55 " H T INE TILGEN PAF-RE bet Hk - BIEE M Ak F 6L

And the same pattern continues through the whole psalm. [EfERYRET H ZEEERE 15 -

There is good reason to believe that whoever wrote the Psalm arranged it with this poetic structure
in order to make it more memorable for his audience.



BATE R EBMEE - TIRIREXRIT KX RREEEZEE - BRI REESILE -

The intention was likely that people would commit this psalm to memory.

AT E R AT T A OIS EXE T -

There are two things we can take away, just from the structure itself:

(WMEHER S > Bl T ] S EI RE7S

1. First, we ought to memorize Scripture. If this was the intention of the author, then surely there is
much benefit to storing God’s word in our heart. &4 » AN IZETIHE N » WEXEEFAIAR
B AR iE e B O B E R s o

2. Second, for those of us who teach the Bible, whether in the church or in the home, our goal
must be to make the truths of Scripture accessible and understandable to those listening. H:

R W TR TXEH S RZH IR > Tt RIERSERIERE » B0 EFRED SR LR T
REW B FAIREZ L2 HE -
Charels Spurgeon commented on the structure of Psalm 119, saying that the writer was “a teacher

of babes,” he knew how to make his teaching simple, understandable, and memorable, to even the
most humble of learners, so that anyone could have access to these great truths of God. =|7FE 1

W 119 [AVETF I - (FErE "BZAYE0N” - AL e BRIV S EE - SiE -~ Zid - B
TR T ] B AR TR - XA A RESRIG (X LB H A EHE -

Our last point of background is this: Whenever the author of Psalm 119 refers to the Bible, or the
law, or the statutes, or the word, he is likely referring only to the first five books of the Old
Testament: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. &S5 S¥0EE @ &Y%
e 119 AR EREIES ~ B4 ~ MBS - MRATREFEY A2 LRI LED © Al ~ Hits
Jeid ~ MR ~ BEOCHIEH I -

We know this because certain books were written after the book of psalms — and because the Old
Testament was only compiled into one document much later than this psalm would have written.

BATHIEX 5 RANFEERGEEE TR BB - M HHYE B EXE R EFEUE A
IR BEMEY ©

But as we turn to our text in a moment, let us remember that the Psalmist only has a portion of the
books that we have today.

15 ERLEN RIS RAVEESC B IeE - WRAVIEE R (IS KRIVELN—E 7 -

And yet he says, “How sweet are Your words to my taste! Yes, sweeter than honey to my mouth”
“O how | love Your law! It is my meditation all the day.” ZRfiF A @ "IRAVSEE TR ERE{EEH
% FEROPHEER - REASFRROEE > L HFEEE

He is not talking about the book of Romans! He is not talking about the sermon on the mount. He’s
talking about Leviticus and Numbers. These are the books that some of us skip over in our Bible
reading plan! ftiZdy A EZ 54 A ZWHBWLE - Mindfv2FRICRREGD - ERAEIRET
i A A Zpkit X g |

Therefore, how much more should we meditate on God’s word — and long for God’s word — now
that we have the entire counsel of God from Genesis to Revelation? [Ft > FEZRAFATELH T M

BRI SR B BT RIRLGE > BATEROZ EARE RS At A 150 2

The psalmist has this [small part of the Bible], and we have all of this [the whole Bible]! What



excuse do we have, for not reading and delighting in the Scriptures? F A HLAGX /N7 %42] >
A 280 [BEAZXL] | TOTAA T 2B O EEL ~ AL RIE ?

With this, let us open our Bibles to Psalm 119:161-162 “Princes persecute me without cause, but
my heart stands in awe of Your words. | rejoice at Your word, as one who finds great spoil.”

It AR TFT 2205 119:161-162 « "EAE LHUEET - AMIKAY O EEIREVIE - TREZIRHY
S8 W ANGEFZ A o
The first point that we take from our text is this, I IMIXEL4E T HEFAE—HE -

The psalmist’s heart trembles at God’s Word, though persecution is ever before him.
el T 7 RS == =y = Ry AT /e
His heart “trembles” — it says in the NIV translation. In the NASB, which | have, it says “stands in
awe.” FEFLEZL NIV IEA » BUTRMAIL “BHY 5 1€ NASB AT » BT GEHIEE" -
However, the Hebrew word is best translated as “fear” “afraid” “tremble” “dread” or “shiver.” This is
the writer's posture when he opens the word of God. ATl » FH{HFR TV EREE “BE" - “FE
a7 "B~ MR TE R R o XRAFETT S IBIN AR -
Notice that there is no mention of fear toward his persecutors.
HEE  XEHRENEEMAYAATZYE -
He tells us that he is afraid — but his fear is not directed at those who are seeking his life. His fear
comes from the word of God!

FEASIRIA] > e - BRI EEHA SRV EEE M a5 MAYZYESE B Y iE |
Jesus says in Matthew 10:28, “Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul;
but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” H}#f{E & KtE5 10:28

MR ANEREARGERKAZIEN - A A AR BB K AR B3R - A2 E
ftlr” o

What Jesus commands, the psalmist exemplifies for us. His fear is not of man, but of God — and
naturally, his fear of God extends to the word of God. ER#Rer41Y » 3 A FA I T B3AE - fih E1E

A ZET AR - T2 T EAFe - B2AMAR - X Eag AR e R E iy i -

John Calvin once said, “we owe the Scriptures the same reverence we owe to God.”

IR U "B I E 4R ST _ErrAVEERE— Ry 7

How should this affect our daily Bible reading? XN iz #{afs2im$e (| 1RV H 13524208 ?

We might say that, £&{TA] DUX 15
If the psalmist trembles at God’s Word, then we should read God’s Word, not flippantly or
casually, but seriously, and with trembling hearts. Z/Z7# A 75780 BT FT A0 » HA Fel TEERT
Z LRI B EH B o [ UEIE » B AR IO -

What is your attitude like when you open the Bible to read? What is the posture of your heart when

you listen to the holy Scriptures?

BRI H L RN RAYS I EREY 7 MIRESUT S 42300 RN LIS R4 7

We are not talking here about reading a children’s storybook. We are not talking about a

newspaper article, or a cooking recipe, or some kind of quaint little novel.

M TR Z 013 LB ES » AEIRASCESCRIT ' » SN EHMRE N -

When we open the Bible, we have before us the very words of God.

SEA I LN - AR THATHY IR E I



As the apostle Paul says, they are “Oeo61TVveucToC” — “breathed out by God.” The only appropriate
attitude to have is reverence and respect — even fear and trembling. EAFHEERZ AR > B2
“Bedmveuotog” — —“HIFHIFTIF " (FSCELENENHFTEUREY") o IR LIS E RS SR
B &2 ERIEER

Listen to Psalm 29, “the voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders...The voice
of the Lord is majestic. The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars...The voice of the Lord hews out
flames of fire. The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness...The voice of the Lord makes the deer
to calve and strips the forests bare.” &IFi%E 29 & : “BRFIEMNEZIEL K HHEAYHEHETE .. ...
WA S A ™ © MRS B TR BN ... DSBS S K IGS & - IR
S EF L HR RO R A B IR S RERE S B > IRt P 5 - 7

And the voice of the Lord speaks to us, today, through His word.

SR B E B AT E R T

Therefore, if we desire to be like the psalmist, we should read God’s word seriously, reverently,
and with trembling hearts.

RlEE - AR FA TR E G A BINAZIAE ~ AR MG BB Ok [RIR Y IE

The second thing we can take away from verse 161 is this,
BATATAME 161 TTHSEIRYE — HERE

If the psalmist trembles at God’s Word even though persecution is ever before him, then we
ought to seek refuge in God’s Word in our seasons of suffering. 4142 13 A 7E: 2 BT 5155407

LI TR+ TS A FC THE B XEH AT I N 12 7 7T 1 - K7
What is even more profound than the psalmist’s attitude toward Scripture is the fact that he runs
directly to the Scriptures while he is in the midst of suffering.
R AN SCHYASEE B RZIAYIE - A2 MERT R A1 425 -
“Princes persecute [him]” it says. And his first thought is not to fret about his physical needs but to
go directly to the word of God. 5 * “EfFEE (f) " - MM ELEEHARZEN B CHYIn
FTORERS » M2 ERORBI T 1IAYIE -
And yet, is it not true for some of us — when we are faced with pain and grief — that we put a halt in
our normal patterns of Bible reading? That we cease from our regular rhythms of prayer?
IR > XWHAT 2 Ak L3R TE R SRR A TR 2 E L IEE ARG 2 F( TR
EREIL RS TR ?
It becomes easy to find excuses for not reading God’s word when we feel like we are overwhelmed
with trials and difficulties from every direction.
HERETR B Y\ TR M R A5 A oS BA T RAE S N IR RGeS T -
And trust me, | know this feeling as well. | know what it is like to make excuses.
MEH B AEXMEE > PRIE TS TR -
But, how could we leave the comfort of all comforts when difficulties come?
B2 HERERINARHE » A TE L RS FTA 2R P R 2 ElE 2
When a sailor enters into a storm, does he suddenly abandon his ship? When a child is frightened
does it run away from its mother?
LK FEENNGRIT - SZEIRFF AT A0 ? U2 T2 EIRINN - kg R ?
So why then, do we abandon the word of God when we are frightened? Why do we cease from
reading the word of God when the storms of life come? It should not be this way.



A2 N2 BATEAEZ BN FEAIEIE ? 2 AE A EA FRIGI > BeAl A 75 ] 35
FIEIE 7 AN RLZEXFERY

Though it is hard, and though it is difficult, the best thing we can do in our seasons of suffering is to
lean, even more heavily, upon God; to immerse ourselves in His word; to submerge ourselves in
the word as if it were a pond in the middle of a forest fire.

RVEXARAME ~ FRFEIRNE - EAEFRA 25 0HE - A Ise @ R ayEmE ik se B JURAE
HEVIE S 5 R E CERAEMHIEIES » U EARRAROK T RIET A SE 1

One of my favourite verses from Psalm 119 is verse 92 “If Your law had not been my delight, then |
would have perished in my affliction.”

WiE 119 BHPFEERAYE 92 75 “ T A MRAVEE N R » BtfE s ocda 17 17

It is the word of God that carries us through. Though the darkness closes in around us, our trust is
in His promises. /2 ffiE SZFEFA TR MR - RERFEEETA] » BRI EEHAYNT -

The greatest of which is the gospel of the grace of God in Christ! So that no matter what happens,
we know that it will be well in the end. For God has said that it will.

Hrp i RN PR B A E Brmary B | (R’ - Btk A2 A TR RIE R A STk
RN B B i 2 4ray -

As an old preacher exclaimed, “| have His handwrite, He will not change.”

EN—(r 2 EE NEIGE - AT - i =ods” -

If life is just too difficult right now — too overwhelming — too much to bear — God says right here in
His word, “do not run away from Me. Do not refuse to be comforted. But run to Me. Run to the
Scriptures again and again and again — and there you will find a refuge. There you will find the

sustenance you need to carry on.”  WIRBIAEYAEAIIRHME - RNEETIFFHELUKSZ » IRy
Wi NSRRI 0 NEHELLE o MR o — RN T AELLF - E B IRSHE R
At 5 TR AR SR B R S pi gt P R 5797 7

Secondly, as we turn to verse 162 we learn this, HZt > HEATEIE] 162 0 » I 1FE] T -

The psalmist rejoices in God’s Word as one who finds great spoil.

AN EZ LiTHIE 1 RN FFE 25 F o
Notice the twofold attitude of the psalmist toward the Scriptures: 1) First, he says that he trembles
at God's word. iEFEIF AN ELHVNESE © 1) Hok o A R i i b
2) Now he says that he rejoices in God’s word. 2) BifF » iR IE M =5 -
It is this paradoxical response of fear and joy interwoven together.
Mo RIEMERRGUE—HE - BHEG o ERYEAL -
When we come to God’s word, we ought to come reverently, but also, with hearts that are full of
joy. HBAPRENHIIGEAT > FAINOZMAE REAYL - BRI A S TR EREL ©
Take a look at verse 162. When you read the phrase “as one who finds great spoil” you may have
imagined a man who finds a hidden treasure chest buried in a field. &2 162 7 - L{R1EE] “4F

BGAREVFZ A" X A)E » IRATRE R — P AFEHE B E T ey et -

Or, you may have imagined the kind of spoil that one nation takes from another nation after
defeating them in battle.

B AR PMERER PSS — MERE - MR RF E RS o -

So which one does the psalmist intend for us to see? H\2. » 1 ARELEFA TERH—E ?
This is important because these two images convey different ideas, and they carry different



implications. XSIREZH - XN PMRBEAAEREE » BEAAENE S -
It's not a matter of which one we like better, or which one sounds right to us. We must try to find
the author’s original intention. ZX R~ ZE5-FHA |5 Z2RIE—1> » A Z— P IrERE & » 2
A IAES IR EEEHFEE -
This is our first and primary task whenever we open the Bible: to find the intention of the author.3X
EEUBAFT AL EE R FEES - HFEER -
| have to admit that before | researched the text, the image in my mind was of the hidden treasure
in a field that someone might dig up with a shovel. TV &N » FEFRTFEX B L AT » FefwE
R B St Y ek - A A G FIZHK -
So, | suspect that some of you may have pictured this as well.
R - BAFEIRITH Al gt = A N XFEAYIESR -
But the Hebrew word for “spoil” is actually best translated as “loot” “plunder” “spoil” or “booty.” {H
FAESRICHY ‘T —1A] > S EIEE “sF i’ ~ "g e 2y~ BN BT
The verbal form of the word is “to plunder” “to capture” “to rob” or “to strip off of someone.” This is
hardly a passive term.
XA EA EUE B~ MRET ~ es BRI RRNT o ARSI
The psalmist is actively — and even aggressively seeking out the truths of Scripture and taking
them by force! We might say that he is “plundering” the word of God. i3 A fEFRfRIE - &2 A0
FHELTHVERE > FHIFEEAN] | JA T PLRMRAE 55" fiRyis -
What does this tell us about our own reading of Scripture? We learn firstly that,
XN RATEEEARER ? B Bl IR
If the psalmist actively and aggressively searches the Scriptures, then we should also “plunder”
the word of God, so that we might “capture” and “carry away” the precious truths therein — 415
AR EE XL AL FA HRNIZ =" (iyiE - DUE e f1 " HfhERIE
o
and we should regularly ask ourselves if we have grown in our knowledge of God’s word.
BAINZ L ENLLE B - AT EAF i EHARAE &K
Our study of Scripture should be constant, intentional, and aggressive.
A ZRRNOZZ BTN ~ ZIER ~ TURAY -
The famous puritan writer, Thomas Watson, wrote a book entitled “Taking Heaven By Storm.” It
was about the concept of violently pursuing the glory of God — not through physical violence — but
through faith, repentance, and diligent holy living.
EUNBEPAEF R BN AR E T — A+ - 20 “ERlERRE" » YHl TIRFER Eg R i
& AEEAYIF L EEA(EL - By 5405
“Taking Heaven By Storm.” Thomas Watson died in his prayer closet. He lived what he believed
and taught. “5e 2AEf K E" — FORSEIEM AT R ZE H - Sk T H ORI EIRES -
But the reason | bring up his book is because our passage this morning could be given a similar
title — “Taking the Word of God By Storm.”
B ARSIt ay 5 - RRABA TS FHVEE S m] UA ZRPAI PR — — “58 S fERRAHYIE" -
It is this idea of violently and relentlessly pursuing the truths of Scripture and not stopping until they
are found. FLEEIINRHIER ZEEHHE > NEEHANERIVESR -



Martin Luther once said — quote — “Give me Scripture! Scripture! Scripture! Did you hear me?
Scripture!” End quote. I T ES{ER L - "HIEL | 45 22 | X282 | RO E( TE ? L2 o

O, that we would purge the word of God! That we would enter into it often and come away carrying
out new truths and new treasures! i - [EUEFTAE AL IIATIE | (EUETRA TBE B HIENIE - HE%ox
PUTH SR BB EHHT E e -

“‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.” In
other words, if we do not have the word of God, we starve to death! “ AJEEFESHIEEY)  Jie

SEMIC BT A — DS o #HaIE N - ARBA T HRYIE > ATl HIE |

Is this your attitude toward the Scriptures? Can you say that you actively pursue the truths of God?

BRI FLLHSEND ? fREE VAR TR AESK B A iy B FR G, 2

Let us be people who plunder the word of God. iFFA 15 LG FAFiEiEmg A -

Lastly, we learn this, #xf5 @ 17> ¢
If the psalmist rejoices at God’s word, then we should rejoice whenever we have the privilege of
reading the Scriptures and uncovering the truths therein.  Z7-E i A KHHTiETES » Hi4 @ £F
G T i EE L5 TR I EPER » 2N TELL % B

Verse 162 says “| rejoice at Your word.” %5 162 it @ “TREZ/RAT=1E" -

When we open our Bible there is an unmistakable fear that grips the heart, there is a persistent

searching of the truth that warms the heart, and there is an unparallelled joy that fills the heart. 4

BATEHIH LN > AMIELIERAVRERE T RAAY0 - AR ERRRENBORERE 73180
MG E R T T3 THL -

It is the same joy that a child experiences when it hears the voice of its mother. It is the same joy
that a lamb experiences when it hears the voice of its shepherd. Xfh= %5t G % T &A=
B RS EICE AR E S AT AR S -

“My sheep hear My voice, | know them, and they follow Me” Jesus says (Jn. 10:27). When we read
the word of God, we hear the voice of our shepherd. H i  “FeHIEITFIRAYAE S - TR TEAT
TATERMIR” (£910:27) o HEATFENIEHEVIER » A 10T EHEE ARIEE -

Yes, there were more than 35 different authors, who wrote in 3 languages, across many thousands
of years. JEiY » FHka 35 (ifF# - M 3MIES » AEETHFIYIR A S HIHIYIE -

But in one sense, there is but one author. {EMEFEMEZE N Eit » (EERAF—L °

Augustine said, “when the Scripture speaks God speaks.” God speaks. He, Himself, speaks to us
in whatever difficult situation we are in. B ET T30 @ YRGB EAE RIS o B FED
15 o LA 1B A ETFREE » #2328 W F 11515 » If you are facing, what might feel like princes
persecuting you. Or in other words, the storms of life; the difficulties of life; lean upon the word of
God. WMEARIEEIIEFEMNBILEIAE 5 S a1 - IRIEEIEE Ear Ry RXE - 405
FNPRIRE » ferSEFHIEYIE -

Stand in awe of the word of God. Plunder the word of God — and there will be much joy — the joy of
hearing the voice of God. The joy of hearing the voice of the Father.

BUERAHAYIE ~ IS > ISAITFEER  SLETEMETINER ~ ITERCEENER °
Praise be to Him for giving us His precious word. Amen. [giif E7505 T3 1ETTHYIE » fA] -



