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SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
July 20, 2025

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
34 E. Orange Street
Shippensburg, PA 17257-1993
Web Site: memluth.org
E-mail: office@memluth.org
717-532-4614

Welcoming all
Reaching out in love
Growing together in Christ
Worshiping and serving in Jesus’ name

Reverend Godfred Effisah
717-532-4614 (church office) or 571-572-0119 (cell)
pastor@memliuth.org
Pastor’s office hours: Monday to Thursday: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Children are an active part of Memorial’s community of faith! We welcome you to
worship each week! Children’s bulletins and Quiet Bags (lots of exciting things
to do!) are available at the doors coming from the parking lot. Please take one
of each as they may help your children bring smiles into our time of worship!


https://memluth.breezechms.com/people/view/46108831#

Welcome to Memorial Lutheran Church. As you prepare for
Worship, please silence your cell phone.

INTRODUCTION

Perhaps the church, at its best, is “all ears.” God urges the faithful,
again and again, to “listen up!”—to heed the word that gives life. So it
was with Abraham and Sarah, Mary and Martha, and the early church
at Colossae. So it is today as we join the assembly to hear the word of
God, the word of life.

GATHERING
WELCOME
PRELUDE “Be Thou My Vision” - Wood

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Please kneel or stand as you are able.

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God, you free us to love others, but we neglect our
neighbors and follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of
joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we
grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do
not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the
path of life.

Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith.
In the cross of + Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your
sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.

Please stand as you are able.



GATHERING HYMN “Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak”
ELW 676

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always.

And also with you.

KYRIE READ RESPONSIVELY
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen, amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together.

Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ, and you make yourself
our guest. Amid the cares of our lives, make us attentive to your
presence, that we may treasure your word above all else, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Please be seated.
WORD

FIRST READING Genesis 18:1-10a
The Lorb visits Abraham and Sarah to tell them that the long-awaited
promise of the birth of a child will be fulfilled for them in their old age.

'The LoRD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at
the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. “He looked up and saw
three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent
entrance to meet them and bowed down to the ground. °He said, “My
lord, if | find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. “Let a little
water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the
tree. °Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and
after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So
they said, “Do as you have said.” ° And Abraham hastened into the tent
’go Sarah and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour,



knead it, and make cakes.” ' Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf,
tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare
it. ° Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared and
set it before them, and he stood by them under the tree while they ate.
9They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in
the tent.” "% Then one said, “I will surely return to you in due season,
and your wife Sarah shall have a son.”

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 15 READ RESPONSIVELY

" Lorb, who may dwell in your tabernacle?
Who may abide upon your holy hill?

“Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right,
who speak the truth from their heart;

“they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends;
they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.

*In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who
fear the LORD.
They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their
word.

°They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes
against the innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.

SECOND READING Colossians 1:15-28
This letter offers a mystical teaching, that the great mystery of God is
“Christ in you.” Because Christ is present in the church, Christians
Share in his life, suffering, and glory.

"“[Christ Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation,mfor in him all things in heaven and on earth were created,
things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
powers—all things have been created through him and for him. ' He
himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. '“He is
the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from
the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. '* For
in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, *’ and through him
God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or
in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. ' And you
who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, “he
has now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to present
you holy and blameless and irreproachable before him, * provided that
you continue securely established and steadfast in the faith, without
shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that you heard, which
has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven. |, Paul, became
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a minister of this gospel. ‘| am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your
sake, and in my flesh | am completing what is lacking in Christ’s
afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church. “°| became its
minister according to God’s commission that was given to me for you,
to make the word of God fully known, “°the mystery that has been
hidden throughout the ages and generations but has now been
revealed to his saints. ' To them God chose to make known how great
among the gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is
Christ in you, the hope of glory. “It is he whom we proclaim, warning
everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we may present
everyone mature in Christ.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia. Blessed are those who hold the word fast in an honest
and good heart, and bear fruit with patient endurance.

Alleluia. (Luke 8:15)

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 10th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL Luke 10:38-42
During his visit to the home of Mary and Martha, Jesus reminds Martha
that her concern for her many tasks distracts from the one thing that
precedes all else: abiding in the presence of God.

“*Now as [Jesus and his disciples] went on their way, he entered a
certain village where a woman named Martha welcomed him. *’She
had a sister named Mary, who sat at Jesus’s feet and listened to what
he was saying. *’ But Martha was distracted by her many tasks, so she
came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left
me to do all the work by myself? Tell her, then, to help me.” *' But the
Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by
many things, ““but few things are needed—indeed only one. Mary has
chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.”



The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON

Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Give Me Jesus”

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

ELW 770



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole
church and pray for the needs of the world.

A brief silence.

Risen Lord, ignite in our hearts a passion for prayer. Make our hearts
yearn for your presence, helping us to seek you with all our being. In
this Year of Prayer, teach us to pray with deep conviction, and never
for shallow wishes, beliefs, or with a fleeting faith in you. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God of the nations, we entrust the United States of America to your
loving care. You are the rock on which this nation was founded. You
alone are the true source of our cherished rights to life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness. Open the minds of our leaders to the great worth
of human life and the responsibilities that accompany human freedom.
Remind us that true happiness is rooted in seeking and doing your will.
Reclaim this land for your glory and dwell among your people. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

Inspire your church, like Sarah and Mary, to listen with eager longing
for your words of life. Equip biblical interpreters and teachers with faith-
ful discernment, that your word may be more fully known. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

Speak your word of comfort to any who suffer pain, iliness, grief, de-
pression, or despair (especially). Bring honor to any who experience
slander and evil intent or are discredited by others. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

For Abraham, Sarah, Hagar, Mary, Martha, and all the saints who at-
tended to your word, we give thanks. Open our ears to your voice until
that day when we realize the promise of the gospel with all creation.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you,
in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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Please be seated.
OFFERTORY

The Ushers will collect the offering.

Please stand as you are able.

OFFERTORY RESPONSE
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” ELW 884

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

MEAL

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray together.

Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and
the harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these
gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for the good of
all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE FOR SUNDAYS AFTER PENTECOST

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through
Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by
his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And
so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Read Together
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who
gomes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, that whoever
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.

Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will and accom-
plished our salvation.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving Passion
and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and his promise to
come again, we give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, not as we
ought, but as we are able; and we implore you mercifully to accept our
praise and thanksgiving, and, with your Word and Holy Spirit, to bless
us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine; that we
and all who share in the body and blood of your Son may be filled with
heavenly peace and joy, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be
sanctified in soul and body, and have our portion with all your saints.

All glory and honor is yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in
your holy Church, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord remember us in your Kingdom, and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.

Please be seated.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

All are welcome at the Lord'’s table. Please come forward by the center
aisle at the usher’s direction. If you choose to have wine for commun-
ion, take an empty cup from the usher. If you prefer grape juice,
receive a pre-filled cup at the altar. If you or a child has never received
the sacrament, fold hands to receive a blessing instead. After receiving
communion or a blessing, you may choose to remain at the altar for
extra time in prayer. When you return to your pew do so by the side
aisles. Please deposit the empty cup in the basket.

Please stand as you are able.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.

Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together.

Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank
deeply of your grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our
neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill
your hearts; and the life of the Spirit + bless you and give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN “O Savior, Precious Savior” ELW 820

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

Please be seated.

POSTLUDE “Postlude in D” - Willan

Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004243.
New Revised Standard Version Bible. Copyright © 1989 National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.
All rights reserved worldwide. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992
Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permis-

sion.
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All Caregivers

Pastor
Pastor Godfred Effisah

Organist & Pianist
Nancy Fogelsanger

Senior Choir / Bell Choir

Director
Kathy Kerr

Parish Coordinator
Amy Piper



