
Existing Small Groups? As much as we would
love everyone to be part of a CG, existing
groups will not be asked to stop gathering.
However, CGs will be the primary small
groups advertised and grown at the chapel. 

FALL 2025
LAUNCH
This fall, we are relaunching our small group
ministry with a geographic and missional
model. The pamphlet and website provide
more information about the vision for these
groups, while this document addresses
potential questions regarding the launch of this
ministry.

FAQS

Where Will I Be Placed? After the initial sign-
up, we arrange groups by address and
availability.  SIGN-UP TODAY

Go to balmoralchapel.ca to sign up for
a CG as a member, host, or even a

facilitator. Reach out to Thomas if you
have any questions. 

BALMORAL
COMMUNITY
GATHERINGS

What Is the Commitment? CG leaders are
asked to commit for the year, but there is no
formal commitment for group members. CGs
are also designed to be accessible and life-
giving for all involved. Part of this includes
little to no prep required for all. 

Other Studies? There will be other
discipleship opportunities throughout the
year (e.g., Women’s Bible Study), but they will
run for a defined period of time (e.g., 6-8
weeks). 

Can I Invite Friends? Active invitation is core
to the CG DNA. We envision these as
missionary outposts, the natural entry point
and first contact with our church family. We
will multiply and plant more groups as the
ministry grows. 

How Are Kids Included? See the back
side of this document for a vision of
how there groups could look.



 T h o s e  w h o  s t a y  i n  t h e  l i v i n g  r o o m  o p e n
t h e i r  B i b l e s  t o  J o h n  8 : 1 - 1 1 .  T h e y  h a v e  b e e n

l o o k i n g  a t  s o m e  o f  t h e  f a m o u s  i n t e r a c t i o n s
J e s u s  h a d  w i t h  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  G o s p e l s .  O u r
c o n v e r s a t i o n  a b o u t  N i c o d e m u s  t w o  w e e k s

a g o  w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  l i v e l y .  T h e  g r o u p  r e a d s
t h e  p a s s a g e  a n d  t h e n  w o r k s  t h r o u g h  t h e

S w e d i s h  M e t h o d  Q u e s t i o n s .  F r e d  a n d  G e o r g e
s t e p  o u t  b r i e f l y  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  c r y i n g  c h i l d

s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  b a s e m e n t  ( s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t
a  r o g u e  l i g h t s a b e r ? ) .

 A f t e r  a b o u t  1 0  m i n u t e s ,  t h e  g r o u p  s t a r t s
d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  p a s s a g e .  D u r i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n
s e c t i o n ,  B r u n o  a s k s  w h a t  J e s u s  w a s  w r i t i n g
i n  t h e  d i r t ,  a n d  F i o n a  a s k s  w h y  s o m e  o f  t h e

t e x t  i s  i n  r e d  w h i l e  o t h e r  p a r t s  a r e  b l a c k .
W h e n  t h e y  g e t  t o  t h e  A p p l i c a t i o n  s e c t i o n ,

S i m o n  s h a r e s  t h a t  h e  i s  o v e r w h e l m e d  b y  t h e
t e n d e r n e s s  J e s u s  s h o w e d  t h e  w o m a n .  H e

c o n f e s s e s  t h a t  h e  h a s  b e e n  h a n g i n g  o n  t o
s h a m e  f o r  y e a r s  f o r  t h e  l u s t  i n  h i s  h e a r t .

V a l e r i e  l o o k s  a t  S i m o n  a n d  r e m i n d s  h i m  t h a t
h e  i s  f o r g i v e n ,  t h a t  J e s u s  d o e s  n o t  c o n d e m n
H i m  j u s t  a s  h e  d i d  n o t  c o n d e m n  t h e  w o m a n ,

a n d  t h a t  i f  h e  a s k s  f o r  f o r g i v e n e s s ,  h e  i s
i n d e e d  f o r g i v e n .  S h e  c a l l s  h i m  t o  s t a n d  i n

t h a t  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  s i n  n o  m o r e .

7 : 4 5  C l o s i n g  P r a y e r

 F r a n k  ( b a c k  n o w  f r o m  t h e  b a s e m e n t )
t r a n s i t i o n s  t h e  g r o u p  t o  a  c l o s i n g  p r a y e r ,
a s k i n g  p e o p l e  t o  p r a y  f o r  S i m o n .  H e  a l s o
i n v i t e s  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  t o  s h a r e

t h e i r  p r a y e r  r e q u e s t s  i n  p r a y e r ,  e n c o u r a g i n g
a t  l e a s t  o n e  p e r s o n  t o  p r a y  f o r  a n y  r e q u e s t s

t h e y  h e a r  b r o u g h t  f o r w a r d .  O l l i e  s t a r t s
c r y i n g ,  a n d  B e t h  a s k s  V a l e r i e  i f  i t  w o u l d  b e

h e l p f u l  f o r  h e r  t o  h e l p  o u t .  V a l e r i e  g l a d l y
a c c e p t s  a s  t h e  g r o u p  b e g i n s  t o  p r a y .

8 : 0 0  O f f i c i a l  W r a p - U p

 T h e  n i g h t  i s  o f f i c i a l l y  d o n e ,  b u t  t h e  h o s t
r e m i n d s  e v e r y o n e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  w e l c o m e  t o
s t a y .  H e  h a s  t h e  g a m e  r e c o r d e d  a n d  w i l l  p u t

i t  o n  i n  t h e  b a s e m e n t .  T h e  t h r e e  g i r l s  a r e
a l r e a d y  b a c k  w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  p u z z l e  a t  t h i s

p o i n t .  F r a n k  r e m i n d s  e v e r y o n e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e
h a v i n g  a  f i r e  i n  t w o  w e e k s ,  a n d  G e o r g e  w i l l
b e  s h a r i n g  h i s  t e s t i m o n y .  B e t h  r e m i n d s  t h e
l a d i e s  t h a t  s h e  i s  c a n n i n g  o n  S a t u r d a y ,  a n d

a l l  a r e  w e l c o m e  t o  j o i n  ( j u s t  b r i n g  t h e
f r u i t / v e g g i e s  a n d  s o m e  j a r s ) .  T w o  f a m i l i e s

s a y  g o o d b y e  a s  t h e y  h a v e  t o  g e t  t h e  k i d s  t o
b e d .  A s  t h e y  a r e  w a l k i n g  o u t ,  G e o r g e  f l a g s
S i m o n  d o w n  a n d  a s k s  i f  h e  c a n  t a k e  S i m o n
o u t  f o r  c o f f e e .  H e  m e n t i o n s  t h a t  h e  h a s  a

s i m i l a r  s t r u g g l e ,  b u t  h e  t h i n k s  t h e y  c a n  g a i n
v i c t o r y  t o g e t h e r .

A Balmoral Community Gathering
O N E  P O S S I B L E  E X A M P L E  O F

6 : 3 0  G a t h e r i n g  B e g i n s

 T h e  g a t h e r i n g  o f f i c i a l l y  s t a r t s  a t  6 : 3 0 ,  b u t
t o n i g h t ’ s  h o s t s ,  G l e n n  a n d  V a l e r i e ,    i n v i t e d
w h o e v e r  w a n t e d  t o  c o m e  e a r l y  f o r  d i n n e r  t o
j o i n  t h e i r  f a m i l y  f o r  a  b i g  p o t  o f  c h i l l i .  T h e r e

i s  a  p u z z l e  o n  t h e  c o f f e e  t a b l e  t h a t  B e t h
( r e c e n t l y  w i d o w e d )  a n d  t h e  t e e n s ,  A n g e l i c a

a n d  M e i ,  h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  o n ( t h e y  a r e
s u r e  t h e y  w i l l  f i n i s h  t o n i g h t ) .  T h e r e  a r e  s o m e

g a m e s ,  c o l o u r i n g  p a g e s ,  a n d  f i d g e t
a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  s o m e  p e o p l e  a r e  u s i n g .

 F i o n a  i s  h e r e ,  w h i c h  h a s  c r e a t e d  a  b u z z  o f
e n e r g y  f o r  e v e r y o n e  i n  t h e  g r o u p .  F i o n a  a n d

J a n e  w o r k  t o g e t h e r ,  a n d  J a n e  h a s  b e e n
l o o k i n g  f o r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  b u i l d  a

f r i e n d s h i p  a n d  d i s c u s s  m a t t e r s  o f  f a i t h  w i t h
F i o n a .  T h e  g r o u p  h a d  b e e n  p r a y i n g  f o r  F i o n a

f o r  m o n t h s ,  l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e y  e v e r  m e t  h e r .
S h e  c a m e  t o  t h e  g r o u p ’ s  b o w l i n g  n i g h t  t w o

w e e k s  a g o ,  a n d  n o w  s h e  i s  h e r e .

6 : 3 0  R e f l e c t i o n

 F r a n k  ( t h e  l e a d e r )  i n v i t e s  e v e r y o n e ,
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  t o  g a t h e r  i n  t h e

l i v i n g  r o o m  n o w  t h a t  e v e r y o n e ’ s  a r r i v e d .
L i t t l e  B r u n o  i s  a l r e a d y  p a s s i n g  o u t  B i b l e s  t o

e v e r y o n e  w h o  d i d  n o t  b r i n g  t h e i r  o w n .
I n t r o d u c t i o n s  a r e  m a d e  f o r  F i o n a ,  a n d  F r a n k
i n v i t e s  p e o p l e  t o  s h a r e  h o w  t h e y  a r e  d o i n g .

T h e  g r o u p  b e g i n s  s h a r i n g  w h a t  G o d  h a s
b e e n  d o i n g  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s  a n d  h o w  t h e y  h a v e
s e e n  H i m  a t  w o r k .  J a n e  s h a r e s  t h a t  s h e  h a s

b e e n  s t r e s s e d  a b o u t  t h e  l e a k i n g  p l u m b i n g  i n
h e r  h o u s e ,  b u t  s h e  i s  t r u s t i n g  G o d  i n  t h i s

s i t u a t i o n .  D a v e  o f f e r s  t o  c o m e  o v e r  t o  h e r
p l a c e  t o m o r r o w  t o  s e e  i f  h e  c a n  h e l p ;  h i s  Y A
s o n ,  J a r e d ,  w i l l  c o m e  a l o n g .  G e o r g e  s h a r e s

s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  s t u c k  w i t h  h i m  f r o m  t h e
s e r m o n  o n  S u n d a y .  D u r i n g  a l l  t h i s ,  t h e  p u z z l e

i s  s t i l l  b e i n g  w o r k e d  o n ,  b u t  i t  w o n ’ t  b e
c o m p l e t e d .

7 : 0 0  P r a y e r  T i m e

 T h e  a d u l t s  p r a y  f o r  t h e  k i d s  ( b y  n a m e ) ,  t h e
k i d s  p r a y  f o r  w h a t  i s  o n  t h e i r  h e a r t s ,  a n d

o t h e r s  i n  t h e  g r o u p  a s k  G o d  t o  b e  w i t h  t h e m
t h r o u g h  t h e i r  t i m e  t o g e t h e r .  B e t h  b e g i n s
r e c i t i n g  t h e  L o r d ’ s  P r a y e r ,  a n d  t h e  g r o u p

j o i n s  i n .

7 : 1 5  B i b l e  S t u d y

 T h e  k i d s  a r e  t h e n  e x c u s e d  t o  p l a y  i n  t h e  t o y
r o o m  i n  t h e  b a s e m e n t  i f  t h e y  w o u l d  l i k e ,  b u t
t h e y  a r e  a l s o  w e l c o m e  t o  s t a y  f o r  t h e  s t u d y .

V a l e r i e  c o m e s  o u t  o f  t h e  n u r s e r y .  O l l i e  d i d
n o t  g o  d o w n  e a s i l y  t o n i g h t ,  b u t  i t  l o o k s  l i k e

t h e y  a r e  i n  t h e  c l e a r .


