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ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Rev. Tammy P. Harmer
Deacon Betsey Eley & Deacon Ken Weaver

6TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST ¢ JuLy 20, 2025

Reverent Reflection

Prelude

Welcome

Church Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P.

C.

P.

C.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, 4- one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully feeding and protecting us.
Heal each of us, and make us a whole people, that we may embody the justice and peace of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God forgives us all
our sin. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the 4 Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Gathering Hymn: Jesus, The Very Thought of You (#754)

Apostolic Greeting

P.

C

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie p.147

P.

TN TN

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord.



Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

NoNoN

Amen.

Canticle p.149

P. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

C. Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

P.  The Lord be with you.
C. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray:
Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ, and you make yourself our guest. Amid the cares of our lives, make

us attentive to your presence, that we may treasure your word above all else, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Word

First Reading: Genesis 18:1-10a

'"The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day.
2He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet
them, and bowed down to the ground. 3 He said, “My lord, if | find favor with you, do not pass by your servant.
“Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. ®> Let me bring a little bread,
that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they
said, “Do as you have said."® And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make ready quickly three
measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes!”” Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good,
and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. 2Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had
prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree while they ate.

°They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” ' Then one said, “l will surely
return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son”

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

Psalm 15

Response: “Lord, who may abide upon your holy hill?”

' Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your holy hill?
2Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the truth from their heart; R
3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.



“In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the Lord. They have sworn upon
their health and do not take back their word.

>They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the innocent.Those who do
these things shall never be overthrown. R

Second Reading: Colossians 1:15-28

>[Christ Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation;'® for in him all things in heaven
and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—
all things have been created through him and for him. '” He himself is before all things, and in him all things
hold together. '® He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so
that he might come to have first place in everything. ' For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to
dwell, 2° and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven,
by making peace through the blood of his cross.

2 And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 2 he has now reconciled in his
fleshly body through death, so as to present you holy and blameless and irreproachable before him—

2 provided that you continue securely established and steadfast in the faith, without shifting from the hope
promised by the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven. |, Paul,
became a servant of this gospel.

4] am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh | am completing what is lacking in
Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church. 2| became its servant according to God'’s
commission that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, 2¢ the mystery that has
been hidden throughout the ages and generations but has now been revealed to his saints.  To them God
chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is
Christ in you, the hope of glory. 2 It is he whom we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone in all
wisdom, so that we may present everyone mature in Christ.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation p. 151
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

Gospel: Luke 10:38-42
The holy gospel according to St. Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

3 Now as [Jesus and his disciples] went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a woman named
Martha welcomed him into her home. 3° She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened
to what he was saying. ** But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him and asked, “Lord,
do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to help me!”*! But the
Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things; ** there is need of only
one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Children’s Sermon

Anthem



Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth, | believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the bodly,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and pray for the needs
of the world.

A brief silence.

Inspire your church, like Sarah and Mary, to listen with eager longing for your words of life. Equip biblical
interpreters and teachers with faithful discernment, that your word may be more fully known.

God of grace, hear our prayer

Every creature under heaven has been promised the hope of the gospel. From that promise, generate in
humankind an eagerness to protect and care for creation. Bring healing to the earth with your words of life.

God of grace, hear our prayer

Peel away the distractions, worries, and fears of all who govern the nations of the world. May your word of
love and life dispel all other voices. Provide gracious hospitality in places where hostile forces hold sway.

God of grace, hear our prayer

Speak your word of comfort to any who suffer pain, iliness, grief, depression, or despair (especially). Bring
honor to any who experience slander and evil intent or are discredited by others.

God of grace, hear our prayer

Enliven and uphold all siblings in Christ who strive to provide hospitality and safe spaces where everyone,
without exception, can receive and be transformed by your word of life.

God of grace, hear our prayer

We pray for peace throughout the world: in our nation, Ukraine, Israel, Gaza, Sudan, and all war-torn areas.
We pray for our military and their families.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

For Abraham, Sarah, Hagar, Mary, Martha, and all the saints who attended to your word, we give thanks.
Open our ears to your voice until that day when we realize the promise of the gospel with all creation.

God of grace, hear our prayer
Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.
Sharing of the Peace

Offering



Great Thanksgiving p. 152

P. The Lord be with you.

C. And also with you.

P. Lift up your hearts.

C. We lift them to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C. Itis right to give our thanks and praise.
Preface p.153

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. p. 153

Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Communion p. 154

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us peace, grant us peace.

Distribution of Holy Communion

Communion Hymns: Let Us Break Bread Together (#471)
Prayer after Communion

Blessing

Sending Hymn: Lord Speak to Us (#676)

Dismissal

Postlude

ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATION

Altar Flowers are available for dedication for $30. Please fill out the envelope located in the pew rack at least one week
before you wish to dedicate the flowers. The card may be placed in the offering plate or left in the office. Please be
sure to note the date on the white board in the Narthex. Please see Pat Reed to make payment.




CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sunday 10:00am  Summer Sunday Morning Church Service

11:30am  Band Rehearsal
Wednesday 7:00 pm Band Rehearsal
Ongoing Shelf Stable Milk Collection

Diaper Collection for Baby Pantry, Holy Communion, Berlin

Sunday, July 20th 11:00am  Summer Sundays in the Ed. Building
Wednesday, July 23rd 7:00 pm  Grief Gathering in the Parish House Tea Room
Sunday, July 27th 11:00am  Summer Sundays in the Ed. Building
Sunday, August 3rd 11:00am  Summer Sundays in the Ed. Building
Tuesday, August 5th 7:00 pm  Bible Study in the Parish House
Saturday, August 9th 11:30am  Community Luncheon in the Ed. Building
Sunday, August 10th 11:00am  Summer Sundays in the Ed. Building
Saturday, August 16th Paddling in Parvin with Pastor
Sunday, August 17th 11:00am  Summer Sundays in the Ed. Building
Wednesday, August 20 7:00 pm  Grief Gathering in the Parish House Tea Room
Sunday, August 24th 11:00am  Summer Sundays in the Ed. Building
Sunday, August 31st 11:00am  Summer Sundays in the Ed. Building

Please note: All activities, dates and times are subject to change.

PRAYER LIST

Please keep the following in your prayers for healing:
Irene Bailey Frank Donovan Valerie Hoffmann Sue Murphy Bill Todt
Jen Bailey Rosemarie Doucette Tracey Kelly Doris Piech George Vaneman, Sr.
Michael Botti Marie Lentine Douglas  Eunice Knopp Erica Polito Beverly Warming
Brian Byrnes Tracey Drew Joe Kuhn Kimberly Rickert Clayton West
Randy Cantoral Indie Fisher Naveen Kumar Ashley Rosser Helen Yezusko
Janet Cappuccio Rhea Fryor Donna Leek Dorcas Schellhas Bob Zielsdorf
Destiny Corso Bob Garner Rebecca Livingston Finn Schureman
Sandra DeRitis Angela Guedes Joanne McVelli Frank Siderio lll
Barbara Doelling Stan Harmer Melanie Miles Eric Sprengel
Helen Dominic Ann Henning Kent Montford Janice Stronski

Please notify the office if you want to add or remove a person from this list.

JUST A REMINDER...

We are accepting donations of
Shelf Stable Milk for Our Lady of Peace Food Bank.

| BABY DIAPERS 9=
{ HU i (especially larger sizes)  [ELIEE

. ’ . Collection will take place =
‘ = o e in the Narthex.
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SUMMER SUNDAYS WITH GLITTER, GRACE & GAMES'

Every Sunday from June 30
to August 31" after the Worship Service
in the Ed. Building. /)

Bible verse theme every Sunday
with crafts and outdoor games.
Please come and join the fun!
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in the Parish Tea Room

at 7:00 pm
ALL ARE WELCOME!

Tuesday, August 5™

JOIN OUR

BIBLESTUJY

“Hebrews”’
in the Parish House.

COMMUNITY LUNCHEON

Saturday, August 9t
11:30 am to 1:00 pm
in the Education Building

PADDLING WITH PASTOR
AT PARVIN STATE PARK

AUGUST 16™
10:00 AM TO 1:00 PM

Please note: All activities, dates and times are subject to change.



Jesus, the Very Thought of You
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1 Je - sus, the ver - y thought of you fills us with sweet de - light;

2 No voice can sing, no heart can frame, nor can the mind re - call

3 O Hope of ev-’ry con - trite soul, O Joy of all the meek,

4 O Je-sus, be our joy to - day; help us to prize your love;
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but sweet-er far your face to view and rest with-in  your light.
a sweet-er sound than your blest name, O Sav-ior of us all!
how kind you are  to those who fall! How good to those who seek!
grant us at last to hear you say: “Come, share my home a - bove.”
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Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091-1153; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878
Music: John B. Dykes, 1823-1876
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Let Us Break Bread Together
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1 Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees;
2 Let wus drink wine to - geth-er on our knees;
3 Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees;
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let wus break bread to - geth-er on our knees.
let wus drink wine to - geth-er on our knees.
let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees.
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When 1 fall on my knees, with my face to the ris - ing

S,

Text: African American spiritual

Music: African American spiritual
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sun, O Lord, have mer-cy  on me
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BREAK BREAD TOGETHER
10 10 and refrain



Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak
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1 Lord, speak to us, that we may speak  in
2  Oh, lead us, Lord, that we may lead the
3 Oh, teach us, Lord, that we may teach  the
4 Oh, fill us with your full - ness, Lord, un -
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liv - ing ech - oes of your tone; as you have sought, so
wan-d’ring and the wa - v’ring feet, oh, feed us, Lord, that
pre - cious truths which you im - part; and wing our words, that
our ver -y hearts o’er - flow in kin - dling thought and
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Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.
Music: Robert Schumann, 1810-1856
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let us seek your  stray - ing chil - dren, lost and lone.
we  may feed your hun - g’ring ones  with man - na sweet.
they may  reach the hid - den depths of man - ya heart.
glow - ing word, your love to tell, your praise to  show.
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Save Time...no need for checks or envelopes

ELCA-Endorsed Tithe.ly giving platform enables you to tithe online or using the app.

« From your checking account or using your debit/credit card

+ One-time donation or set up for recurring giving

+ Designate specific ministry for your donation

« Scan the QR code to get started

« For assistance or questions, contact Tom Schofield or Henry Fickenscher

ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

1002 S. Main Street Williamstown, NJ 08094
Phone Number: 1-856-875-8742 . Email: stjohnslutheran1002@yahoo.com
Website: www.stjohnselc1002.org

ST. JOHN’S STAFF
Pastor: The Rev. Tammy Harmer Music Director/Choirmaster: Janice Smith
Deacons: Betsey Eley/Ken Weaver Instrumental Music Director: Ken Weaver
Administrative Coordinator: Pat Reed Sexton: Betsey Eley
Treasurer: Henry Fickenscher Webmaster: Rich Oberle/Tom Schofield

Head Usher: Ted Adams Publications Director: Marie Fickenscher




