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GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
PRELUDE   “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”        Stan Pethel 

 
(We Stand) 

 
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, full of compassion and 
mercy, abounding in steadfast love. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one another. 
 
Eternal God our creator, 
in you we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your children, the work of 
your hands. Forgive us all our offenses, and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty 
desires. By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. God’s 
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us. In the mercy of  
almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and for his sake, God + forgives you 
all your sins. 
Amen. 

WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S!  
 

A nursery is provided for children through age 4 for both worship services and for infants and 
toddlers during Sunday School. The nursery is located at the end of the hall on the right side. 
 

Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex. 
 

Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side. 
 

First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by 
the stairwell. 
 

If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Agape  
Sunday School classroom.  Any usher will be glad to direct you. 
 

Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex.  
Ushers are also available to assist you. 
 

If you are a visitor feel free to sign-in using the QR code.  Here’s how it works: 
Point your camera at the image, tap the link that appears on your screen, and 
share whatever information you desire.  Thank you!  Hope to see you again soon!  
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GATHERING HYMN     “This is My Father’s World”            ELW 824 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you always. 
And also with you.  
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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THE SALUTATION 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

(We Sit) 
 

FIRST READING               Genesis 18:1-10a 
 
1
The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in 

the heat of the day. 
2
He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, 

he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground. 
3
He said, “My lord, 

if I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. 
4
Let a little water be brought, and wash your 

feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 
5
Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh  

yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they 
said, “Do as you have said.” 

6
And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make 

ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.” 
7
Abraham ran to the 

herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. 
8
Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he 

stood by them under the tree while they ate. 
9
They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And 

he said, “There, in the tent.” 
10a

Then one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your 
wife Sarah shall have a son.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM                  Psalm 15 

 
1Lord, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 
 Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 
2
Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 

 who speak the truth | from their heart; R 
3
they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; 

 they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 
4
In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who | fear the Lord. 

 They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word. 
5
They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes a- | gainst the innocent. 

 Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown. R 
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SECOND READING            Colossians 1:15-28 
 
15

[Christ Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation;
16

for in him all 
things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or  
dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 

17
He  

himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
18

He is the head of the body, the 
church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first 
place in everything. 

19
For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 

20
and through him 

God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making 
peace through the blood of his cross. 

21
And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, 

doing evil deeds, 
22

he has now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to present 
you holy and blameless and irreproachable before him—

23
provided that you continue securely 

established and steadfast in the faith, without shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that 
you heard, which has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven. I, Paul, became a  
servant of this gospel. 

24
I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am 

completing what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church.  
25

I became its servant according to God’s commission that was given to me for you, to make the 
word of God fully known, 

26
the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and  

generations but has now been revealed to his saints. 
27

To them God chose to make known how 
great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the 
hope of glory. 

28
It is he whom we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone in all  

wisdom, so that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

(We Stand) 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL        Luke 10:38-42 
 
The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the 10th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
38

Now as [Jesus and his disciples] went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a  
woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. 

39
She had a sister named Mary, who sat at 

the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying. 
40

But Martha was distracted by her many 
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tasks; so she came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all 
the work by myself? Tell her then to help me.” 

41
But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, 

you are worried and distracted by many things; 
42

there is need of only one thing. Mary has  
chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(We Sit) 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON          Pastor Jason 
 
SERMON           Pastor Jason 
 

(We Stand) 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY             "Jesus, the Very Thought of You”           ELW 754 
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THE APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy  
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and  
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into  
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the  
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

(We Sit) 
 

OFFERING 
God calls us to be generous stewards for the sake of our ministry near and far.   
You can support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate,  
mailing it to the church, giving online (sslc.org or use the QR Code) or through  
the Givelify app.  If you would like more details on direct deposit giving please  
contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562. 
 
VOLUNTARY     “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”        Stan Pethel 
 

(We Stand) 
 

OFFERTORY                 ELW 854 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

THE PREFACE 
 

THE SANCTUS  

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 

(We Sit) 
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THE AGNUS DEI 

 
RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

C hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! We receive communion this morning 
at the center aisle. Communion will be brought to the front rows for those who wish to  

remain seated. Children who commune should be assisted by adults near them. Those unable 
to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured of our Lord's presence in, with, and under each 
element alone. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
 
Communion Music       “Bourree I and II” from Third Cello Suite            Johann S. Bach 

 
The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn.   

The hymn can be found in the back portion of the LBW (Green) Hymnal in your pew rack. 
 
Communion Hymn     “O Savior, Precious Savior”            LBW 514 

 
(We Stand) 

 
BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION  
May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, grant 
you the gifts of faith and hope, and almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN      “Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak”           ELW 676 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE        “Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor”   William Owen 
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ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in celebration of their 59th wedding  
anniversary by Paul and Gale Harman. 
 
 
 
SERVING TODAY: 
Ushers: (8:30) Eric Wessinger, Ivan Black, Pat Bowen, Bill Carroll, Aaron Rawl, Vernon Hester,
  Deon Fink, Blaine Richardson, and Chad Geary; 
 (11:00)  Alon Cox, Heyward Addy, Roy Welch, Brian Paeth, Doug Harper,  
  and Matt Martin 
Cantor: Shawn Lackey 
Trumpeter: Jack Jebaily 
Cellist: Cole Catalanotto 
Greeters: (8:30) Bill and Jerrie Galardi; (11:00) Mary Sesler 
Readers: (8:30) Jim Nantz; (11:00) Marilyn Fattman 
Communion Assistants: (8:30) Jane Kennedy; (11:00) Jamie Early 
Order of St. Stephen’s:  (8:30)  [A] Jocelyn Summerall [C] Connor Geary; 
   (11:00)  [A] Audrey Lewis [C] Madelyn Burgess 
 
 
 
The Church Staff                                     Website: www.sslc.org 
The Rev. Jason T. Antley   The Rev. Ralph G. Hill 
Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator 
Ms. Susan Wilson, Director of Music/Organist Mrs. Julie Tworzyanski, Preschool Director 

Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus 
 
 
 

Summer Sunday School Information: 
 

Locations for Adult Classes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

If you are not receiving the weekly announcements and monthly newsletter via email  
and would like to receive them, please email Shannon (Shannon@sslc.org) so she  

can add you to the distribution list.  
 
 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Agape Adult Class 
     Room #102 (Closest to Narthex) 

Saints & Sinners with PJ and PR 
     Room #203 (Large Upstairs Room) 

If you are interested in beginning a new 
Sunday School class please contact  
Mrs. Shannon. 


