St. John’s

Episcopal Church

Sunday, July 20, 2025, 10:30 a.m.
The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

~

Welcome to Our Guests
We are so glad you have chosen to worship at St. John’s today.
You are very welcome to receive Holy Commmnion if you have been baptized in
any Christian Church. Those who wish not to receive
Holy Communion may come to the altar rail, fold their arms across their chests,
and receive a blessing from the priest.
Children’s activity bags are available in the back of the church.

HoLy EucHARisT: RiTE 11

THE PRELUDE O Mortal, Desireth Thon Life? Dietrich Buxtehude
Tierce en taille Francois Couperin

THE OPENING HYMN 518 Christ is made the sure foundation

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION Al stand.
Celebrant Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.



THE GLORIA
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant The Lotd be with you.
Pegple And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before
we ask and our ignorance in asking: Have compassion on our weakness,
and mercifully give us those things which for our unworthiness we dare
not, and for our blindness we cannot ask; through the worthiness of your
Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE LESSONS Al sit.
THE FIrsT LESsoN: AMmos 8:1-12

A reading from Amos.

This is what the Lord God showed me—a basket of summer fruit. He
said, “Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A basket of summer fruit.”
Then the Lotd said to me, “The end has come upon my people Israel; I will
never again pass them by. The songs of the temple shall become wailings in
that day,” says the Lord God; “the dead bodies shall be many, cast out in
every place. Be silent!”

Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of
the land, saying, “When will the new moon be over so that we may sell rain;
and the sabbath, so that we may offer wheat for sale? We will make the
ephah small and the shekel great, and practice deceit with false balances,
buying the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals, and selling
the sweepings of the wheat.”

The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob: Surely I will never forget
any of their deeds. Shall not the land tremble on this account, and everyone
mourn who lives in it, and all of it rise like the Nile, and be tossed about
and sink again, like the Nile of Egypt?

On that day, says the Lord God, I will make the sun go down at noon,
and darken the earth in broad daylight. I will turn your feasts into
mourning, and all your songs into lamentation; I will bring sackcloth on all
loins, and baldness on every head; I will make it like the mourning for an
only son, and the end of it like a bitter day.

The time is surely coming, says the Lord God, when I will send a
famine on the land; not a famine of bread, or a thirst for water, but of
hearing the words of the Lord. They shall wander from sea to sea, and from
north to east; they shall run to and fro, seeking the word of the Lord,
but they shall not find it.

Reader 'The Word of the Lord.
Pegple Thanks be to God.



PsaLm 52 Sung by the choir.

"You tyrant, why do you boast of wickedness *
against the godly all day long?

*You plot tuin;

your tongue is like a sharpened razor, *

O worker of deception.

*You love evil more than good *
and lying more than speaking the truth.

*You love all words that hurt, *
O you deceitful tongue.

°Oh, that God would demolish you uttetly, *
topple you, and snatch you from your dwelling,
and root you out of the land of the living!

“The righteous shall see and tremble, *
and they shall laugh at him, saying,

"““This is the one who did not take God for a refuge, *
but trusted in great wealth
and relied upon wickedness.”

*But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God; *
I trust in the mercy of God for ever and ever.

°I will give you thanks for what you have done *
and declare the goodness of your Name in the presence of the godly.

THE EPISTLE: COLOSSIANS 1:15-28

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Colossians.

Jesus is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for
in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things
have been created through him and for him. He himself is before all things,
and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church;
he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to
have first place in everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased
to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all
things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood
of his cross.

And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil
deeds, he has now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to
present you holy and blameless and irreproachable before him—provided
that you continue securely established and steadfast in the faith, without
shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that you heard, which has
been proclaimed to every creature under heaven. I, Paul, became a servant
of this gospel.

I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am
completing what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body,
that is, the church. I became its servant according to God’s commission

that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, the
mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and generations but has
now been revealed to his saints. To them God chose to make known how
great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which
is Christ in you, the hope of glory. It is he whom we proclaim, warning
everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we may present
everyone mature in Christ.

Reader 'The Word of the Lotd.
Pegple  Thanks be to God.

THE SEQUENCE HyYMN 609 Where cross the crowded ways of life

THE GosPEL: LUKE 10:38-42 Remain standing.

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lotd Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Pegple Glory to you, Lord Christ.

As Jesus and his disciples went on their way, he entered a village
were a woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. She had
a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what
he was saying. But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she
came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left
me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to help me.” But the
Lotd answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted
by many things; there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the
better part, which will not be taken away from her.”

Priest  The Gospel of the Lord.
Pegple  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON The Rev. Dr. Duncan Johnston Al sit.

THE NICENE CREED Al stand.

The Celebrant and People say together
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.



For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (FOorM VI) All kneel as able.

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For Sean, our Presiding Bishop, Glenda and Brian our Bishops, Duncan
and Mark our priests, Mawande our deacon, and all bishops and other
ministers;

For all who serve God in his Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive
us our sins, known and unknown, things done and left undone; and so
uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE The people stand to greet one another.
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
Pegple  And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The celebrant will say an offertory sentence. The people sit.

THE OFFERTORY VOLUNTARY
Al stand to sing the offertory verse when the offertory is brought up to the altar.

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (PRAYER A) Al stand.
Celebrant The Lord be with you.

Pegple  And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People  We lift them up to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People 1t is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our
Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and
with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the
glory of your Name:
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

All kneel as able.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself,
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you,
in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God
and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered
himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he
gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we
offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people
the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and
unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty
Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

Celebrant And now as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.
Pegple Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Celebrant presents the holy gifts to the congregation saying

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you and feed on him in your hearts by faith with
thanksgiving.

The priest receives the Sacrament, and then serves the people with these words:
The Body of our Lotd Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. Amen.

Commmunion is offered in both kinds at the communion rail or station on the floor.
Communicants may receive the wine by intinction or by drinking directly from the cup.

THE PosT-COMMUNION PRAYER All Eneel as able.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out



to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

THE BLESSING

Go now, trusting in God’s love forever

and always giving thanks.

Do not be wortied or distracted,

nor shift from the hope promised in the gospel,

but choose the better way,

uprooting injustice

and proclaiming Christ with all wisdom.

And may God establish you securely in the faith;

May Christ Jesus make you holy and blameless before God;
And may the Holy Spirit raise you to maturity in Christ. Amen.

THE CLOSING HYMN 296 We £now that Christ is raised

THE DISMISSAL
When the clerov have moved to the front door of the church. the Deacon then sinos
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Let us go forth in the name of  Chrst. Thanks be w  God.
THE POSTLUDE Tocatta William Walond
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TODAY’S SERVERS

Clergy: The Reverend Dr. Duncan Johnston, Rector

The Reverend Mark E. Waldo, Jt., Associate Rector

The Reverend H. Mawande Mzongwana, Associate Rector
Director of Children’s Formation: Sarah Collier
Acolytes: Parker Mantooth, Maggie Mantooth
Altar Guild: Debbie Schremser
Lector and Intercessor: Ashley Roseboro, Sarah Spratling
Eucharistic Ministers: Kat Dailey, Maria Pacheco
Ushers/Greeters: Chuck Ocheltree, Liam McMullan,
Mary Martin Mitchell, Cole Wise
Flower Guild: Fay Worrilow, Mary Helen Mahan
Flower Delivery Team: Melissa Carter, Doris Ball, Linda Hutchinson
Videographer: Jim Cannon
Instrumentalists: Robert Scott, flute; Grace Kim, violin,
David Simpson, bassoon

Altar Flowers are given in memory of: Richard Henry Arrington,
Pauline White Arrington, Richard Henry Arrington, Jr.,
Mary Black Arrington, McMillian Lane, Jean Bellingrath Lane

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners:

Rick Durden, Carolyn Fillmore, Dave Funk, Emily Crump Johannes,
Valinda Johnson, Carma Marks, Richard McCrory, Pat McDonald, Eddie
McDowell, Martha Collier Mosely, Cameron Napier, Bud Nason, Elizabeth
Potter, Jim Power, Shirley Price, Scott Simmons, Tade Smilie, Johnny Smith,
Debbie Steindorff, Barbara Wallace

Prayers are also requested for these friends:

Emma Allshouse, Gail Alsobrook, Mac Burton, John Ferguson,

Bob Geddie, Margaret Hixon, Stephanie Holmes, Janet Hutto,

Charles Lewis, Leslie Little, Karen Pacheco, Pam Slate, Ron Skoneki,
Madera Spenser, Chandler Taylor, Connie Thomas, Katherine Weidner,
Frank Winkler, Sharon Carney Wright

Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care.
The prayer list will be updated monthly, please notify us if names need to remain longer.

Pastoral Care Team for July: Linda Hutchinson, Jean Smyth, Elaine Galt,
Mary Anne Durr, Renee Catlisle



ANNOUNCEMENTS

All Ages Worship Service

Join us this summer (through Aug. 31) for a short, lively service for all ages.
We'll sing, pray, have Communion together, and enjoy an interactive
message from 9:30—10 a.m. in the third floor of the education building.

Summer Adult Formation Class

Join us for a new class: 'Digging Deeper - going beyond the sermon.' This
is a chance to explore the depths of the Sunday Bible lessons. Each Sunday
at 9:15 a.m. in the Small Dining Room Jon and Kat Dailey will host studies
that will go deeper than a 15-minute sermon can. The atmosphere will be
informal, accessible, and collegial. Please come and learn and share.

Bach’s Lunch Summer Concert Series

Wednesdays this summer from 12:05-12:30 p.m. July 9-30.

Join us for a short concert and then enjoy lunch and fellowship in the
Parish Hall. You may order a box lunch from the church website or bring
your own brown bag lunch. A limited number of lunches will be available,
so please pre-order by Monday at 2 p.m. See the Concerts tab on the

St. John’s website for more details.

Visitor Card

Visitors: Welcome! We are so glad you decided to visit
with us today. Please use this QR code to provide us
with some information about you and your family

so that we can better serve you.

113 Madison Ave.
Montgomery, Alabama 36104

334-262-1937

stjohnsmontgomery.org
churchoffice@stjohnsmontgomery.org




