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INTRODUCTION
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” -The Declaration of Independence
These inspiring words are as  revolutionary now as they were 249 years ago.  Life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness do not come from a person, country, or institution.  They come from God, the Creator of Heaven and Earth.  This is really not a declaration of independence.  It is a declaration of faith.  In fact, instead of being written by Thomas Jefferson, it almost sounds like a declaration from Genesis 14.
With that in mind, please turn in your Bibles to the book of Genesis 14.  Today, we will take a narrative approach to the passage.  Therefore, you may remain seated as I read.  We begin with verse one.   
1 At the time when Amraphel was king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Kedorlaomer king of Elam and Tidal king of Goyim, 2 these kings went to war against Bera king of Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, Shemeber king of Zeboyim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar). 3 All these latter kings joined forces in the Valley of Siddim (that is, the Dead Sea Valley). 4 For twelve years they had been subject to Kedorlaomer, but in the thirteenth year they rebelled.
Let’s stop there for a moment.  Write this down.  
Our Declaration of Faith Impacts Our View of Fighting
Genesis 14 is the first biblical record of war.  Therefore, this is the first time the Bible weighs in on the topic of war.  So, look at the details of this conflict in order to understand how our faith affects our view of fighting. 
Now, during this time what we would call a city they would call a country.  And instead of mayors, they had kings.  Shinar, Elam, Ellasar, and Goyim are city states to the north and east of Canaan and the Jordan River Valley.  The kings of these city states form an alliance to fight against five other city states:  Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboyim, and Zoar. The King of Elam wanted this war because these five city states in the Jordan Valley stopped paying their taxes.  But why did the other three Kings in that four king alliance want this fight?
Let’s keep reading. 
5 In the fourteenth year, Kedorlaomer and the kings allied with him went out and defeated the Rephaites in Ashteroth Karnaim, the Zuzites in Ham, the Emites in Shaveh Kiriathaim 6 and the Horites in the hill country of Seir, as far as El Paran near the desert. 7 Then they turned back and went to En Mishpat (that is, Kadesh), and they conquered the whole territory of the Amalekites, as well as the Amorites who were living in Hazezon Tamar. 8 Then the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king of Zeboyim and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) marched out and drew up their battle lines in the Valley of Siddim 9 against Kedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal king of Goyim, Amraphel king of Shinar and Arioch king of Ellasar—four kings against five. 
Now we see why this four king was formed.  It wasn’t about fighting for the taxes owed to Elam.  They were there to conquer the entire Jordan Valley.  That’s because the Jordan Valley was the best land route for trade with Egypt. In other words, the first war was about power and greed.  
APPLICATION
Sin is at the heart of every fight.  This comes as no surprise because Genesis, and experience, teach us that the mind and heart of mankind are always on evil.  This first war is further evidence of this evil mindset.  If you think about it, greed and the desire for power are at the heart of every conflict, whether personal or political.  Yes, fighting is necessary, and on some occasions it is even just.  That’s why we as Christians do not have to be pacifists.  But folks, never believe fighting is good.  Fighting is a necessary evil brought on by mankind’s sin. The King of Elam wanted the taxes from the Jordan River Valley Kings.  Elam’s partners wanted to ensure the land trade route to Egypt stayed open.  Their desire for riches and power led to people dying.
Verse ten.
10 Now the Valley of Siddim was full of tar pits, and when the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, some of the men fell into them and the rest fled to the hills. 11 The four kings seized all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah and all their food; then they went away.  
The name Sodom means scorched or burned. Gomorrah means submersion, overwhelm, or heap, as in a heap of ruin. Sodom, Gomorrah, and their allies were easily defeated by the Four King alliance.  They lose everything and end up submerged in these tarpits made up of something called bitumen, which is very flammable liquid. Now, for those that know the rest of the Genesis story, this is some serious foreshadowing! If you don’t know the story, skip to Genesis 19, or wait until around August to find out.
Verse 12. 
12 They also carried off Abram’s nephew Lot and his possessions, since he was living in Sodom. 13 A man who had escaped came and reported this to Abram the Hebrew. Now Abram was living near the great trees of Mamre the Amorite, a brother of Eshkol and Aner, all of whom were allied with Abram. 
Now, compare the alliances of Abram to the alliances of Lot.  Lot’s friends were Sodom, this flaming mess, and Gomorrah, a pile of trash.  Abram’s friends were Mamre, which means a person of vision.  And he was living in Hebron, which means communion with the Almighty.  The Bible tells us that 
“The righteous choose their friends carefully, but the way of the wicked leads them astray.” (Proverbs 12:26)
Verse 14.
14 When Abram heard that his relative had been taken captive, he called out the 318 trained men born in his household and went in pursuit as far as Dan. 15 During the night Abram divided his men to attack them and he routed them, pursuing them as far as Hobah, north of Damascus. 16 He recovered all the goods and brought back his relative Lot and his possessions, together with the women and the other people.
Immanuel, under the right circumstances, Our Declaration of Faith leads us to fight. Yes, Jesus did say in Matthew 5:39, 
“But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also.”
However, in Christ’s time striking someone with the back of the hand on the cheek was an insult to one’s character more than a physical assault. What Jesus was talking about had more to do with pride than fighting.  If someone insults us, deeply offends us, or even smacks us, what should be our reaction? Continue to engage this person, even giving them the chance to insult us again!  What Jesus said had nothing to do with fighting to defending our lives, or even the lives or our family.  This had nothing to do with defending our country.  Jesus was talking about defending our pride, which is always wrong.  
Abram was not fighting to defend his pride.  He was fighting to rescue his family.  And God honored this fight.
APPLICATION
Now let’s make this personal.  Why are you fighting?  With your classmates, your neighbor, your co-worker, your family? Are you fighting to defend your life, the life of someone else, or are you fighting to defend your pride?  Fighting to defend someone else, or even to defend your own life, is justified in scripture. But fighting to defend your own life is a fool’s errand.  Pride always comes before the fall.  But liberating the oppressed is honorable.  Therefore,  De Oppressor Liber!  Liberate the oppressed!
Verse 17.
17 After Abram returned from defeating Kedorlaomer and the kings allied with him, the king of Sodom came out to meet him in the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley).18 Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. He was priest of God Most High, 19 and he blessed Abram, saying,
“Blessed be Abram by God Most High,
    Creator of heaven and earth.
20 And praise be to God Most High,
    who delivered your enemies into your hand.”
Then Abram gave him a tenth of everything.
21 The king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the people and keep the goods for yourself.”
22 But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “With raised hand I have sworn an oath to the Lord, God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth, 23 that I will accept nothing belonging to you, not even a thread or the strap of a sandal, so that you will never be able to say, ‘I made Abram rich.’ 24 I will accept nothing but what my men have eaten and the share that belongs to the men who went with me—to Aner, Eshkol and Mamre. Let them have their share.”
Write this down.  
Our Declaration of Faith Impacts Our Giving
Who is this guy Melchizedek? He was a priest as well as a King.  Melchizedek means King of Righteousness.  He comes from Salem, which means place of peace. Now who does that sound like?  For those of us who know the end of this story (hold up Bible) who is the true King of Kings who gives us His righteousness?  Who is our High Priest who gives us peace? Psalm 105 tells us Melchizedek represents the Messiah.  Hebrews 5-7 says that Melchizedek represents the Messiah, who is Christ.  The imagery gets even stronger when you see what Melchizedek gave Abram:  bread and wine, which represents the body and blood of Christ!  As a Christian, under the power of the Holy Spirit, we see that Melchizedek foreshadowed Jesus! 
Now, note the difference in these two Kings who approach Abram.  Melchizedek, the King of Righteousness and Peace, blessed Abram by the God most High, Creator, or literally Possessor, of Heaven and Earth.  In contrast, the King of Sodom, or the King of the Flaming Mess, offered Abram all the spoils of war in exchange for all the people.  
So, what was Abram’s response?  He gave a tenth of all He had to the God who already owned everything.  And he gave nothing to the King of Sodom, the one who needed it the most. Why?  Because giving was and is an act of worship.  
APPLICATION
We don’t give our tithes and offerings because there is a need.  From Genesis, the beginning of the story until the end, the giving of our tithes and offerings is an acknowledgement of our dependence on God, the Creator and Possessor of Earth.  Through Christ, our Great High Priest, He gave us righteousness and peace. And we declare our faith in Him by the way we spend our time, talents, as well as our treasure. 
When you look at a person’s finances, to include their giving, you are looking at their declaration of faith.  That’s because…
“For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”  (Matthew 6:21)
By faith, Abram left his home to go to a land he did not know.  He faced famine, failure, family problems, fear, and now even fighting.  But through it all, God provided abundantly for Abram.  And now Abram had a choice.  Would he give his tithes and offerings to Sodom, a flaming hot mess, or would he give to Melchizedek, the King of Righteousness and Peace, who represents God Almighty?  Who we give our life and our finances to is less about giving to a need and more a  declaration of our faith. God owns everything and has given us everything, and we acknowledge this by giving him our tithes and offerings.  
CONCLUSION
And so concludes today’s message.  And now is your time of decision.  What is your declaration of faith this morning?  Do you believe that we are endowed by, and reliant upon, the Creator for our life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness? Or have you up to this point declared your independence from God.  Just as Abram acknowledged God’s provision for everything in His life, will you acknowledge God’s provision for you and your need for Him today?  
The Bible tells us that if we confess with our mouths Jesus as Lord and believe, not in our heads, but in our hearts, in the core of our being, that God raised Christ from the dead, we will be saved.  Will you make this declaration of faith this morning?  
Now, there are tangible ways we carry out this declaration of faith. For one, we no longer fight for greed or power.  We will not fight to defend our pride.  Instead, just like Abram, we fight to defend our families and liberate the oppressed. The Bible says,
“Greater love hath no man than this, than a man lay down his life for his friends.”  (John 15:13)
Will you give up fighting for yourself, or your own personal gain, and instead when called upon, defend those who can’t defend themselves?  This is one tangible way we represent the image of God.
And if you truly believe that God owns everything and has given you everything, you acknowledge this by how with you finances. We are given each Sunday an opportunity to declare our faith through the giving of our tithes and offerings.  
Therefore, I ask for the ushers to come forward.  If you believe in your heart that God raised Christ from the dead and are ready to confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, indicate this by checking on your responding in faith card that you want to be a Christian.  Place that card in the offering plate as it is passed.  One of our elders will contact you this week to help you understand how to declare your faith in Christ and be baptized.
And this is also our opportunity to declare our faith through the giving of our offerings.  Just like Abram, let us give our tithe in order to acknowledge the One who has given us everything.  Tom, please lead us in prayer.  
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