Participant Notes: Leaking Systems & Living Streams - A Bible Study on Jeremiah 2
Theme Scripture: Jeremiah 2:13 - "For my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water."

Structure of the Study
· Section 1 (v.1–13): Covenant Remembrance & Divine Accusation
· Section 2 (v.14–32): The Lawsuit Against Israel
· Section 3 (v.33–37): Final Indictment and Consequences

Key Concepts to Watch For
1. Living Water vs. Broken Cisterns
· What is living water in Scripture?
· What is a cistern? What makes it broken?
· Why is forsaking God seen as spiritual leakage?
2. Covenantal Language
· God remembers Israel’s early love and devotion (v.2–3)
· The shift from holiness to rebellion
· God’s legal language: charges, lawsuit, witnesses
3. Custom-Built Christianity
· Self-made religion versus true submission
· Using systems, idols, methods without intimacy with God
· How does this show up today?
4. Prophetic Symbols and Warnings
· Harlotry, shame, wild animals, cracked cisterns
· Vivid imagery to call people to repentance
5. Call to Return
· God is not only rebuking but calling back
· Jeremiah 3:22: “Return, ye backsliding children, and I will heal your backslidings.”

Verse Journal Prompts
	Verse Range
	Key Theme
	What It Says About God
	What It Reveals About Us
	Notes

	v.1–3
	Early Devotion
	Faithful to remember
	Easily forget covenant
	

	v.4–8
	Spiritual Drift
	Just Judge
	Leadership failed in pursuit
	

	v.9–13
	Broken Cistern
	Fountain of Life
	Chose man-made survival
	

	v.14–19
	Disobedience
	Father with boundaries
	Spiritual consequences
	

	v.20–25
	Rebellion
	Grieving Lover
	Chose lovers over covenant
	

	v.26–32
	Forgetfulness
	Desires relationship
	Worshiped work of hands
	

	v.33–37
	Shame & Rejection
	Still sees us
	Cannot cover with effort
	



Reflection Questions
1. Where in my life have I hewed a cistern instead of trusting the Living Water?
2. Have I customized my Christianity to avoid submission?
3. What systems am I maintaining that God never told me to build?
4. How do I return to intimacy with God?

Key Hebrew Words
· Hewed (Hebrew: קצב – qatsab): To dig, cut, or chisel with effort
· Fountain (Hebrew: מקור – maqor): A natural spring, source of water
· Backslider (Hebrew: שובב – shuwb root): To turn away, turn back from God

Group Challenge Post your reflection or prayer this week:
· Journal your return using Jeremiah 3:22
· Share what system you’re laying down to receive the crown

Sunday Sermon Preview: "Broken Cisterns"
· Discover the difference between what we’ve built and what God has already provided.
· Understand how to kneel and receive your crown instead of surviving with a leaking cistern.

Homework
1. Reread Jeremiah 2 slowly.
2. Answer the reflection questions above in your journal.
3. Write a personal prayer based on Jeremiah 3:22.
4. Optional: Submit a 1-minute voice note to the ministry inbox.

Stay Engaged:
· Comment live with your thoughts
· Answer quiz questions in the chat
· Share with a friend who needs refreshing!

