Study Guide: How to Be a Christian: With Love

Reading:
- Romans 13:8-10 - 1 Corinthians 6:20 - Matthew 5:42 - Leviticus 19:17-18
Warm Up:
- Reflect on a time when you felt indebted to someone in a non-financial way. How did it shape your relationship with them?
- How do you currently understand the concept of love as a central theme in Christianity?
Scripture Exploration:
- Read Romans 13:8-10. What does this passage say about the relationship between love and the law?
- How does Pastor Bob illustrate the concept of love as a perpetual debt through the story of the little boy and his sister?
- In what ways does the sermon connect the teachings of the Old Testament, such as Leviticus 19:17-18, with the New Testament understanding of love?
Personal Reflection:
- Consider 1 Corinthians 6:20 and the idea that we were "bought at a price." What does this imply about our responsibility to love others?
- How does the sermon use the story of John Wesley and the highway robber to illustrate the transformative power of sharing God's love?
- Reflect on the concept of agape love as described in the sermon. How does this selfless love challenge your current understanding of how you treat others?
Personal Application:
- Identify one person in your life who might benefit from an expression of agape love. What specific actions can you take to demonstrate this love to them this week?
- How can you incorporate the principle of "love does no harm to a neighbor" into your daily interactions at work, school, or in your community?
- Pastor Bob emphasizes the importance of not condoning sinful behavior but loving the person. How can you apply this balance of truth and love in your conversations with others?
- Plan an action step to engage with your church community in a way that reflects the love and grace discussed in the sermon. How can this strengthen both your faith and your community?
