
Waiting Upon God in Prayer

We live in an age when we literally never have to wait for an answer.  If it can be known, we know within seconds.. Literally. I was out in Maple Ridge this past Wednesday with my girlfriend and I didn’t know where we should go for lunch and so… GOOGLE SEARCH. good restaurants near my location and WALA - a list of restaurants within 10 min walking distance pops up!

And its things like this… that have trained us to think… not only are we entitled to every answer, but that the answers are just a couple clicks (and  seconds) away. No one ever has to not know gain. We take every question, fear, or curiosity to Google… and it quickly satisfies our thirst for ANSWERS.

 GOOGLE - It is the god of our age… the god we take our questions to. Our Father in heaven is all knowing, all seeing and all wise.. but most of the time we’d rather entrust our questions to the internet. After all, google is at our fingertips.. we can control it… it’s instant… and seemingly omnipresent and omniscient.. Everywhere at once and knowing everything there is to know… 

And that is extremely attractive to us BECAUSE.. we don’t like waiting. Over the course of history, we have smartened up and learned that time is the greatest and most precious commodity. And we will do ANYTHING to SAVE TIME. FASTER planes.. FASTER CARS...faster internet.. faster heating and cooling… INSTANT FOOD. 

And Google delivers. FAST. But what about God? 

God makes us wait. Very rarely does He ever answer our prayers RIGHT AWAY. The Israelites waited for God to answer their prayers as they suffered slavery in Egypt for generations. Abraham waited 40+ years… And at one point, when I was praying for my girlfriend to get better from a sickness… I had to wait 4 months!! And so.. too often.. during that period. we grow impatient. And we try to come up with INSTANT google solutions to the problems and questions we have. 

BUT could it be that our impatience is blinding us from the power of prayer and the glory of GOD?

Isaiah warns us that impatience with God leads to us seeking after other gods… 
When God doesn’t seem to give you WHAT you want WHEN you want it… you turn to other means… other gods to give you what only God can give… 

Do you remember the Israelites? Right after being saved from Egypt, while Moses was up on Mt. Sinai, while the presence of the Lord was in their midst by clouds and fire and loads noses of thunder… the Israelites made for themselves a golden COW to worship… WHY? Because God was taking TOO LONG. Exodus 32: When the people saw that Moses was so long I'm coming from the mountain, they gathered around Aaron and said, “Come, make us a golden calf.” They wanted a god they could control. 

And we are NO different. How many of you… after worshipping God on Sunday morning… turn to the gods of food or entertainment or sex or even family to give you what only God can give? 

We feel like we are in control, but the truth is… we are ENSLAVED to anything that we turn to other than God… the Israelites were enslaved to the golden cow THEY had made with their own hands… and LIKEWISE, we are enslaved to our smartphones… we MADE smartphones but they have mastered us…. we are enslaved to google, Facebook… movies… even our own children… IF we seek to find our answers, identity and satisfaction and hope in these things rather than in God…

When Isaiah had to choose, he said, “I will WAIT for the Lord, who is hiding his face from the house of Jacob. and I will hope in Him (Isa. 8:17). God does hide His face. He’s not your butler. God knows that sometimes the best for a doubtful and questioning heart is WAITING… Sometimes the uncomfortable period of WAITING… the PAINFUL period of waiting can be a great and more NEEDED gift than the ANSWER itself. Two weeks we talked about what it means for God to be our FATHER ; namely, everything in life… is either the loving discipline of a father towards His children or a GOOD gift… 


Perhaps the most loving thing God can do for us… our smart-phone-generation that HAS NOT TASTED THE SPIRITUAL FRUIT OF PATIENCE… is to delay in answering our prayers… and even when it comes, it might not come in the way we expect it. But we must trust God - knowing that our good Father in heaven does not withhold anything good from His children, but is always leading us down the path of righteousness for His Name’s sake. And we must keep on praying. That is faith.

Now I want to end our time by talking about WHY patience is so important… and its simple. Because without patience, we WILL NOT WAIT upon GOD in prayer… 

One of the most mind-blowing truths that have shaped my soul in recent years is the truth that God works for those who WAIT FOR HIM… 

Contrary to popular belief.. what makes us Christians is not that we WORK for God..Acts 17:25: “[God is not] served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything.” 

Rather, what makes us Christians; indeed, what glorifies God is when we TRUST Him to work for us… You see. If we try to WORK up something for God WITHOUT first TRUSTING in Him and praying to Him.. we will end up creating a monster… throughout history we read of men gathering together to do great things in the name of God… the Crusades… the Christian empires.. colonialism.. even HITLER… they ALL believed they were doing it for the KINGDOM of GOD… But we have realize that God’s kingdom comes down through prayer…We advance the kingdom of God in many ways to be sure,,, but we NEED TO PRAY… and expect that GOD will WORK FOR US… 

God, in His great love towards us… INVITES US TO participate in His redemptive work through PRAYER… and it definitely isn’t cost-effective… or efficient.. much like how a father invites his son to help him build the treehouse… most of the time, the child is just in the way and the father has to work more slowly as he pays attention to his son… but because the father LOVES the son… he chooses to go through the extra trouble to work WITH HIM because that is what it means to be in a father-son or father-daughter relationship… God WANTS to work for us and through us when we pray.. 
And at first, this may sound arrogant…even blasphemous… to say that God works for us. I pray. God works… But that’s only because of the connotation that this word “work” carries in Western culture - as if I am the employer and God needs a job.

But of course, that is NOT the case. The proper way to understand this relationship we have with God… is not an employer employee relationship but a NEED HELP and HELPER relationship... imagine that I had a huge HELPED WANTED sign hanging from my back. I NEED HELP! I am poor and need someone rich I am weak and need someone strong. I am foolish and need someone wise. I am a sinner in need of a Saviour! HELP! 
So we cry out to God and wait… and He works for us. He makes the poor rich; He makes the weak strong; He saves sinners by dying on a cross for our sins… And this glorifies God, not me - because it’s the one who gives the help that gets the glory. You see, this is the UNIQUE relationship we share with our God. We get the help we need, God gets the glory he deserves. We get the help, God gets the glory.

No other religion functions like this. At the core of every cult, sect, and religion, including Roman Catholicism is a system of faith that relates to God through “works.”  Isaiah 46:1-4 gets to the heart of this by drawing a profound contrast between the God of the Bible and all other so called gods.
Bel bows down, Nebo stoops, their idols are on beasts and cattle; these things you carry are loaded as burdens on weary beasts. They stoop, they bow down together; they cannot save the burden, but themselves go into captivity. Hearken to me, O house of Jacob, all the remnant of the house of Israel who have been borne by me from your birth, carried from the womb; even to your old age I am He, and to grey hairs I will carry you. I have made, and I will bear; I will carry and will save.

Here’s what Isaiah is saying: what sets the God of the Bible apart from all the other gods is that He does not need to be painted in gold and carried around. He does not need people to serve Him. 
I have made, and I will carry and I will save! This is the distinguishing mark of the Triune God of the Bible: He magnifies His glory by coming down to work for us. Jesus Himself said as much in Mark 10:45: “The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”

Let me spell this out. Buddha does not serve buddhists. Allah does not serve 
muslims. None of the so called “gods” in the pantheon of religions out there 
does this. Why? Because they’re just statues! They can’t even move an inch without people carrying them - much less carry the burdens of their followers.

On the other hand, the God of the Bible wants to carry our burdens.. HE WANTS to work for us. Why? Here’s why... it demonstrates His power. It puts Him in a class by Himself. Before He ever calls us to serve Him, He first serves us! That’s the kind of God we worship. 

GOD receives glory when we trust Him to work for us - another word for that is faith! That’s what we’re all about aren’t we? FAITH. 

John Piper writes - The strength of patience hangs on our capacity to believe that God is up to something good for us in all our delays and detours. The strength of patience hangs on our capacity to BELIEVE that God is up to something good for us in the midst of it all…

So.. How do we wait upon God? We wait upon Him by praying. 

But how do we pray? Or more specifically, how should we pray while we wait? 
Don’t just keep on asking God for what you want… And don’t think that you will be heard because of your many words.. Rather, always thank Him… for what He has done and what He continues to be for you… THANK YOUR FATHER IN HEAVEN.. although you may not feel like it… thank Him because our Father ALWAYS gives you the best. THAT is faith. When you are able to thank God and trust that He is working for you and continue to wait upon Him even when there are no outward changes… THAT IS FAITH. 

and so, as we gather together in small groups again for the last time, lets pray for one another… that we might TRUST GOD by WAITING UPON HIM - NOT TURNING TO OTHER THINGS.. but waiting upon GOD to work on our behalf. And know this. He has done it already. He HAS ALREADY WORKED ON YOUR BEHALF. Through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we have EVERYTHING ALREADY. We are sons and daughters of GOD and we have a heavenly inheritance that is incorruptible and where no their can break in… which means, everything else in life is just the cherry on top. WE HAVE THE CAKE ALREADY. God has already worked to give you everything that is His. ROMANS 8:32 HE WHO DID NOT SPARE HIS OWN SON BUT GAVE HIM UP FOR US ALL, HOW WILL HE NOT ALSO WITH HIM GRACIOUSLY GIVE US ALL THINGS??? 

And so, as we pray for one another today… lets pray for each other’s practical needs, but let us also wait upon God - REGARDLESS of the circumstances… wait upon God in prayer by reminding one another and encouraging one another of all the good things that God has done on your behalf. 



