 “Kingdom First Living”

 (Matthew 6:25-34)
This is the final week of our Trust Funds series. And it’s been building to this. Today is going to be a challenging one. It’s not heavy. It’s hopeful. But it will challenge us. 
Anxiety about tomorrow will shrink your generosity today.
“Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be.” Matt 6:21
· We think – “I give where my heart is.” 
· But Jesus flips it — “Your heart follows your treasure.”

Your MONEY leads your HEART / Follow the Money 
· To drive home the point Jeus says
“You cannot serve both God and money.” Matt 6:24

· Jesus didn’t say it’s hard — He said it’s impossible.

You can’t serve 2 Masters / Don’t let MONEY bully you!
“Don’t worry about every day life-whether you will have enough… Look at the birds... Aren’t you far more valuable to him than they are? Look at the lilies… why do you have so little faith…” (v. 25-30)

Jesus connects worry to money—then offers a picture of trust in God:

· Birds don’t store, but God feeds them.

· Flowers don’t toil, but God clothes them.

WORRY SHRINKS GENEROSITY / Let Faith overcome Fear
· Trusting money creates worry, stress, anxiety!

“True godliness with contentment is itself great wealth.” 1 Tim 6:6
CONTENTMENT IS COUNTERCULTURAL / When is Enough, Enough? 
Comparison kills contentment. And when contentment dies, generosity dries up.
“Seek the Kingdom of God above all else... and He will give you everything you need.” Matt 6:33

This is the hinge verse. The pivot. The challenge.

SEEK FIRST THE KINGDOM / Put God first. Full Stop.

This is Jesus’ invitation to flip the paradigm.

Normal says:

· Live ->  Save ->  If anything’s left… Give

Me first living with some left over giving!

Jesus says to flip the paradigm…
· Give -> Save -> Live on the rest

I am Generous in Giving because I’m Kingdom first living!
FOUR keys to Kingdom First living!
· Set it as a Priority

· Predetermine how much
· Make it a Percentage

· Keep it Progressive

Malachi 3:6-12 - “I am the Lord, and I do not change… You have cheated me of the tithes and offerings due to me. 9 You are under a curse, for your whole nation has been cheating me. 10 Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple. If you do,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, “I will open the windows of heaven for you. I will pour out a blessing so great you won’t have enough room to take it in! Try it! Put me to the test!

THE 90-DAY CHALLENGE 
· For the next 90 days, live Kingdom First with your finances.

· If you’re not currently giving — start with 10%.

· If you’re already giving — increase by 1 or 2%.

· Give it time. Let trust grow. See what God does.

Proverbs 11:24 (MSG) – “The world of the generous gets larger and larger; the world of the stingy gets smaller and smaller.”

90 Days. Give it a try. God says – ‘Try it! Put me to the test!
