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Welcome to Saint Paul!  
We are happy to have you here! 

 

How to know when to stand, sit, or speak 
Whenever you see an asterisk (*) at a heading, you are invited to stand as you are able. 

You are not required to stand, so if, for health or emotional reasons you cannot or do 

not wish to stand, that is okay.  

You are invited to speak the words printed in bold type. 

 
We are an Open Communion Congregation 
This means that any Christian who has received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is invited 

to receive Holy Communion.  
 
How to financially support us 

Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside 

door to Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex 

near the entrance of the sanctuary. 

 
  

http://stpaulpgm.org/give
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Gathering 
The Gathering for worship began when you started readying yourself for worship 

 

An Introduction to the day 
“This Sunday’s texts paint startling pictures of the horrific nature of sin. The church’s repeated 

celebration of holy communion counters that tragic reality in a continued showing forth of the death of 

Jesus until he comes again. It is a dramatic declaration of “how much God has done for you.” 
 

Prelude – Out of consideration for our musicians, please refrain from talking during the prelude. 

 
 

*Confession and forgiveness 
L: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

 

L: Let us confess our sin, in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

L: Most merciful God, A: you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors 

and follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, 
kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, 
forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path 
of life. Amen. 
 

L: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 

sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 

Christ may live in your hearts through faith. A: Amen. 
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*Gathering Hymn “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”          (ELW 843) 

 
 

 
 

*GREETING 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  A: And also with you.  
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*Prayer of the Day 
L: Let us pray. O Lord God, we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing world. In your 

mercy set us free from the chains that bind us, and defend us from everything that is 

evil, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. A: Amen. 
 

Word 
First Reading: 1 Kings 19:1-4 [5-7] 8-15a 
For the next several weeks we will be reading the stories of the great prophets, Elijah and 

Elisha. In a contest, Elijah has defeated the priests of Baal and overseen their massacre at the 

hands of a crowd. He flees for his life to the cave in Sinai where God had appeared to Moses, 

and receives his own theophany and command. 
1 Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done and how he had killed all the prophets with 

the sword. 2 Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, “So may the gods do to me 

and more also, if I do not make your life like the life of one of them by this time 

tomorrow.” 3 Then he was afraid; he got up and fled for his life and came to Beer-sheba, 

which belongs to Judah; he left his servant there. 

  4 But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness and came and sat down 

under a solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die, “It is enough; now, O Lord, take 

away my life, for I am no better than my ancestors.” [5 Then he lay down under the 

broom tree and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him and said to him, “Get up and 

eat.” 6 He looked, and there at his head was a cake baked on hot stones and a jar of 

water. He ate and drank and lay down again. 7 The angel of the Lord came a second 

time, touched him, and said, “Get up and eat, or the journey will be too much for you.” 

] 8 He got up and ate and drank; then he went in the strength of that food forty days and 

forty nights to Horeb the mount of God. 9 At that place he came to a cave and spent the 

night there. 

  Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, 

Elijah?” 10 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the 

Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your 

prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 

 

  11 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about 

to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and 

breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind, and after the 

wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake, 12 and after the earthquake 
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a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer 

silence. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and 

stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are 

you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God 

of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and 

killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take 

it away.” 15a Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of 

Damascus.”              

                                  L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.  
 

 

Psalm 42-43                                                     (sung to the tune All Saints New) 

While many versions of the Bible separate these two psalms, they form a single poem with a 

shared refrain. The theme of trusting in God, and the reference to God’s “holy hill” make this 

poem a fitting response to the first reading. 
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6. Why are you so downcast, my soul? Why so disturbed in me? 

Put hope in God—I’ll praise God yet; my Savior God is He! 

O vindicate and plead my cause, O God, against my foe; 

Come rescue me from wicked men, a nation vile and low. 

7. You are my stronghold and my God; why do You reject me? 

Why must I mourn all day oppressed by the vile enemy? 

Send forth Your light and send Your truth, and let them guide me well. 

O let them bring me to Your mount, the place where You do dwell. 

8. Then I’ll go to God’s altar—God, my joy and my delight; 

And I will praise You with the harp, O God, my God and light. 

Why are you so downcast, my soul? Why so disturbed in me? 

Put hope in God—I’ll praise Him yet; my Savior God is He! 

 
Second Reading: Galatians 3:23-29 
For the next several weeks we will be reading through Paul’s letter to the churches in Galatia. 

Traveling preachers had visited those churches and convinced them that Christians must obey 

the Jewish law in order to be truly Christian. Paul rejected that preaching forcefully and 

completely, affirming that God’s grace grasped by our faith provided our salvation. 
 

23 Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith 

would be revealed. 24 Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that 

we might be reckoned as righteous by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no 

longer subject to a disciplinarian, 26 for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through 

faith. 27 As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 

Christ. 28 There is no longer Jew or Greek; there is no longer slave or free; there is no 

longer male and female, for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you belong to 

Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.                     
       L: The word of the Lord.  A: Thanks be to God.  
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*Gospel Acclamation 

 
*Gospel Reading: Luke 8:26-39 
After spending Lent and Easter primarily listening to readings from the Gospel of John, we 

return to Luke for the rest of the year, picking up where we left off in Epiphany. Immediately 

before this reading, Jesus has saved the disciples’ lives by stilling a storm which had threatened 

to capsize their boat on the Sea of Galilee. The Gerasenes, who lived on the eastern side of the 

Jordan River, were ethnically and culturally Greek, rather than Jewish. 
 

L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the eighth chapter.   
A: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
26 Then [Jesus and his disciples] arrived at the region of the Gerasenes, which is opposite 

Galilee. 27 As he stepped out on shore, a man from the city who had demons met him. 

For a long time he had not worn any clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the 

tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down before him, shouting, “What 

have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment 

me,” 29 for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many 

times it had seized him; he was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, 

but he would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the wilds.) 30 Jesus then 

asked him, “What is your name?” He said, “Legion,” for many demons had entered 

him. 31 They begged him not to order them to go back into the abyss. 

  32 Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding, and the demons 

begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. 33 Then the demons 

came out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd stampeded down the steep 

bank into the lake and was drowned. 

  34 When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city 

and in the country. 35 Then people came out to see what had happened, and when they 

came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet 

of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they became frightened. 36 Those who had 
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seen it told them how the one who had been possessed by demons had been 

healed. 37 Then the whole throng of people of the surrounding region of the Gerasenes 

asked Jesus to leave them, for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat 

and returned. 38 The man from whom the demons had gone out begged that he might 

be with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39 “Return to your home, and declare how 

much God has done for you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how 

much Jesus had done for him. 

 

L: The gospel of the Lord. 
A: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Hymn Sing 
 

*Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

*Prayers of Intercession 
 

Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the wholeness of the 

church, the world, and all creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
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L: We pray for the church. Clothe us in Christ, shower us in mercy, send us in love. 

Strengthen the faith and witness of Christians across the planet, the Montana Synod of 

the ELCA and the Kenyan Evangelical Lutheran Church, and Christians in our community, 

Pine Grove Presbyterian, Fairbrook United Methodist, Pine Hall Lutheran, Gatesburg 

Lutheran and St. Alban's Anglican church. God of grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 

L: We pray for creation. Deliver the earth from disaster, bring forth life amid uncertainty, 

inspire wonder at all you have made. Sustain all people who delight in the well-being of 

your creation: farmers, agricultural workers, gardeners, birdwatchers, conservationists, 

scientists, advocates, and policy makers. God of grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 

L: We pray for the nations. Pave a way to justice, drown the forces of oppression, bring 

peace on earth. Give leaders the will to turn from war and violence (areas in crises may be 

named). When people must flee their homes, guide them to safety. God of grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 

L: We pray for people in need. Satisfy all who are poor, soothe those in pain, accompany 

all who are sick (especially). Give perseverance to each of us living with mental illness, and 

shield us from discrimination due to race, class, gender, or any other human distinction. 

God of grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 

L: We pray for this assembly. Listen to our cries, come to our aid, make us one. Weave 

among us the fabric of belonging so that we rejoice in each person gathered here, and 

enliven our proclamation of how much you have done for us. God of grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

L: We offer our thanksgiving for all people who have died in faith. We especially 

remember James Rearick, Shay Keller and Ruth Kolesar. Keep them in your peace, 

comfort us in sorrow, raise us to new life. As we remember their faith and witness, may 

we trust your promise that we are yours forever. God of grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 

L: Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
A: Amen. 
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*Peace 
L: The peace of Christ be with you always.  A: And also with you.  
 

 
 

 
Thanksgiving for the Word 

Offering 
 
 
 

Musical Offering 
 

*Offertory: “Goodness Is Stronger Than Evil”                        (ELW 721) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray: Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the 

harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our 

labor, that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. A: Amen. 
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*Canticle of Thanksgiving: “O Savior, Precious Savior”           (ELW 820) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13 

 

*THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
L: Holy God, our Maker, our Healer, our Teacher, your magnificent creation springs forth 

from your Word. All that has life and breath praises your name. For your Word that 

sustains the earth,  A: We thank you, O God. 
  

L: You sent us Jesus, your Word, to renew the world. He healed the sick, fed the hungry, 

preached your mercy, and called us to faith. For your Word in our Lord Christ,   
A: We praise you, O God. 
  

L: Nourish us with the Spirit of your Word, that we may grow in grace, bearing the fruits 

of redemption, and sharing your strength and beauty with all the world. For your Word 

in our lives,  A: We entreat you, O God. 
  

L: Accept our thanksgiving and receive our prayer, for the sake of your living Word, Jesus 

our Savior. A: Amen. 

 
*Lord’s Prayer 
L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those  

who sin against us. 
Lead us not into time of trial,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Sending 
 

Announcements 
You may be seated.  
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*Blessing 
L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and the Son, ☩ 

and the Holy Spirit.  A: Amen. 

 
*Sending hymn:  “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”                                    (ELW 656) 

 
 

*Dismissal  
L: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 
A: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Postlude 
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Daily Readings for the week 
 

Sunday, June 22              Thursday, June 26 

Isaiah 65:1-9       Leviticus 9:22—10:11 

Psalm 22:19-28 (22)     2 Corinthians 13:5-10 

Galatians 3:23-29      Psalm 16 

Luke 8:26-39    

 

Monday, June 23              Friday, June 27 

Job 18:1-21      2 Kings 1:1-16   

1 Corinthians 1:18-31    Galatians 4:8-20 

Psalm 64      Psalm 16 

      

Tuesday, June 24              Saturday, June 28 

Job 19:1-22      Deuteronomy 32:15-27, 39-43 

Ephesians 2:11-22     Luke 9:21-27 

Psalm 64      Psalm 16 

 

Wednesday, June 25    

Ezekiel 32:1-10 

Luke 9:37-43a 

Psalm 64 
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Serving Today 
Worship Leader…………………………………….…….…Morgen Hummel  

Pianist…...…………………………………………….............Michelle McMullen 

Sacristan……………………………………………………..…Delorse Homan 

Reader……………………………………………………………Jeff Muthler 
About St. Paul 

Purpose 
We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 

 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 

Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 

[Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before the nations.’– Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Susquehannock people, where we gather for 

worship this morning. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous 

siblings who have and continue to care for this place – this land – and call it their home.  
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