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What’s your normal Sunday morning routine? Get up. Get dressed. Pray. Have breakfast. Travel to the service.
Find a seat in the sanctuary. Routine, isn’tit?
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But what do you expect? If there was a device to measure our level of expectation as we gather, what would it
register? High expectation? Low expectation? Do we gather because it’s what we do? Do we gather because
we know we will meet the living God?
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There’s a quote by Annie Dillard, a Christian author, that excites me and troubles me. Referring to a time when
people wore more formal clothes to church, she writes: “Itis madness to wear ladies' straw hats and velvet hats
to church. We should all be wearing crash helmets. Ushers should issue life preservers and signal flares; they
should lash us to our pews. For God may draw us out to where we can never return.”
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That excites me because I’'m reminded that we’re in the presence of Almighty God. But the quote troubles me
because too often | am complacent, just going through the motions of my Christian life, lacking wonder,
amazement, and passion for the Gospel.
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It troubles me in another way too. As | read the New Testament, especially Acts 2, | see a church that took the
world by storm, that lived a life of grace and power, that overflowed with God’s presence, that proclaimed
Christ unashamedly.
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Is that me? Am | as passionate about Jesus as the first Christians? Is Psalm 27:4 on my lips when we gather?
“One thing | ask of the Lord, this is what | seek: that | may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life,
to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his temple.”
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Does your heart not beat faster, does your mind run wildly with excitement as we hear these words? If so,
today is for you! And if not, today is for you!
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Today is Pentecost. Pentecost — the 50" day since Easter. Pentecost —the day God sent his Holy Spirit upon
120 disciples gathered in an upper room in Jerusalem. Pentecost — the day those 120 disciples were launched
into the world to declare the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It was a spiritual lift off and 3,000 people believed and
were baptized (Acts 2:41). Today, Pentecost, is the day we can call out to God to change us. But how?
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My mother was told that she could never have children. She and my father had tried to have a child for several
years. They spoke to medical experts and sought medical advice. But nothing! | think they’d almost given up.
And then | came along —a miracle! You are looking at a miracle!
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In Acts 2, the Holy Spirit brings life to the Church. It’s as if we are in the maternity wing of a hospital,
witnessing a birth. We are watching God give life to his people, the Church. And each Pentecost, we relive the
moment the Church came to be!
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What does this mean for us today? The miracle of Pentecostis not that the church couldn’t happen and then

did, like the miracle of my birth: no, the miracle of Pentecost is far greater.
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In the Old Testament God promised to dwell among his people. The Temple in Jerusalem symbolized God’s
presence. The Temple was where people met God, where they recognized the holiness of God because they
could not enter the Holy of Holies, God’s presence.
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But at Pentecost, this changed! God came not merely to dwell among his people, but to dwell in his people!
That’s the miracle — God comes to dwell in believers.
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I am a miracle child - but look around: each of us who follow Jesus are miracles — saved by grace, faith in
Jesus Christ, and born of the Spirit. Now, we are the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 3:16-17).
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This changes everything! Remember, the only way we become Christians is through faith in the death and

resurrection of Jesus Christ. We put our faith in what Jesus did on the cross to save us from our sin. The cross
and empty tomb are the very core of our belief.
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If you’ve not put your trustin Jesus, you are not saved. But if you’ve confessed your sin, received forgiveness at



the cross, and said, “Yes” to Jesus, then at Pentecost, believers discover what it means to be a Christian.
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Now, the Spirit begins his work in us to make us more like Christ.
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My dad and | shared the same hairline. You’d know we’re related at the genetic level. When | was a child, |
looked at my dad and | knew my future relationship with shampoo was already defined.
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Pentecost announces that our genetic code is rewritten. We are part of God’s family and in the power of the
Spirit, God’s features — his character — are formed in us (fruit of the Spirit). We are, as Paul says in 2
Corinthians 5:17, “new creations” in Christ.
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Today is the church’s birthday. It’s a miraculous birth because God takes up residence in his people and
transforms them.
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Second, Pentecost is when the church is given God’s power to live to God’s glory.
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| love how the Book of Acts begins. In Acts 1:1-2, Luke says that in his former book — the Gospel of Luke — he
wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach until he ascended to the Father’s side.
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Notice Luke says “what Jesus began to do and teach”. In other words, the Book of Acts continues what Jesus
began to do and teach.
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Yet, Jesus has returned to heaven. How can he continue his ministry? Through the church —through the
church empowered by Jesus’ very presence — by the Spirit.
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And this is what Pentecost is: God equips the first disciples to share Christ by word and by deed. Pentecost is
dynamic empowerment by God.
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Have you ever been sailing? | remember sailing off the coast of eastern England many years ago. A friend
owned a sailboat and invited a few of us to join him for an afternoon. I’ve been on cruise ships and ferries and
hovercrafts, but this was the first time in a sailboat. At first, we were motionless. Nothing happened.

REBIHMNEBNEAET? CEZENREERB=ZRFMITE. BUALAE AN, MLEBIFRANIL
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My friend said, “Wait! Get ready! Hold on!” Suddenly, the sails caught the wind and “whoosh”, we were
propelled across the waves faster than | could have imagined. It was fabulous.
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But here’s the thing: imagine if we felt we were responsible for getting the boat moving. We could have jumped
into the water and pushed the boat along while swimming. We could have started to paddle. We could even
have tried blowing into the sails ourselves.
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How stupid these ways would have been! Anyone passing by would say, “Turn your sail into the wind and be
ready!” XZ—EZARBINEN! BidMARRE: [HEIROANEX, EEHZ! |

Do you try to manufacture your own power for living the Christian life?
ReEAXEBEECHEHELHF—PMEEFNER

Maybe you think the only way to live for Jesus is to go through the motions of church: trudge to prayer
meetings; put more money in the offering; serve grudgingly in the church? When Sunday morning comes are
you already exhausted, frustrated, demoralized, and weary?
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Now, | know we struggle at times — | know joy in Jesus seems fleeting at times. We’ve all been at that point -
and maybe some of us are at that point today.
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As somebody once joked, “There are days when we’re like the pigeon — free to fly and soar. And there are days
when we’re like the statue —where pigeons land and relieve themselves.”
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Life isn’t easy. But God’s grace and love are there to pick us up, clean us off, and restore God’s joy to us. God
promises never to leave us or forsake us.
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So Pentecostis a call to rediscover God’s grace, love, and power. Don’t try to manufacture your own power for
living the Christian life — it doesn’t work!
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Instead, “turn your sail into the wind and be ready!” How? It begins by being honest — honest about our need
for God. Then God answers.
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Pentecostis God’s promise to you and me that he’s ready to fill us with his Spirit and speed us along.
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At the end of this service there is an opportunity to come for prayer. When that time comes, | invite you to
come. Whether desperate, unsure, hesitant, longing, eager —come!
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Pentecost is the birthday of the church —a miraculous birth because God fills us. Pentecost is the revelation of
God’s power — power to live for Jesus in his strength.
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And third, Pentecost reveals the Church’s true identity. 8=, H BT T HSHES S,

Think about it. The first act of the church wasn’t to arrange an order of service, organize a board of governance,
purchase a building, set up a mission committee, write worship songs, formulate a budget, employ pastors,
have a potluck dinner, or take up an offering. Those came later.
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The first thing the church did was proclaim the glory of God (Acts 2:11b), and in ways so all could hear
(“tongues”, in Acts 2:11b).
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Just look at Acts 2:14ff: Peter proclaimed Jesus Christ, his death, resurrection, and ascension —the
fundamental Gospel, the centre of our faith: Jesus Christ.
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Whenever we are diverted from this commission; whenever we are focused upon something else; whenever
we turn inward and imagine we are doing church “stuff” for the sake of maintaining the institution of the
church —then we cease to be the church.
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There’s a Latin phrase used by theologians to describe this. The phrase is “the missio dei” —the mission of
God. Our God is a missionary God. God is always on his mission.
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Creation was his mission to share his love as Father, Son, and Spirit.
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Choosing his people Israelin the Old Testament was his mission. Israel was to be a withess to God’s truth and
love.
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And most gloriously, God came himself — the Father sent the Son to redeem creation (John 3:16).

ERENE LFXBRIE ZXNREZFREEZENHESR (AmEs 3:16) .

And now God continues his mission in us. Remember John 20:21. Jesus says, “As the Father has sent me, so |
am sending you.” And Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit upon his disciples.
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As someone once said, “It’s not that the church has a mission, but the mission has a church.” When we live,
proclaim, testify to Jesus as Lord, we are the church.

EEMBANGEN, “AEHBFED, MEEGEHS". SRNEE. 4. NIEBHATHBMNREES.
That’s our call. That’s our identity. That’s why we exist. It’s Pentecost!
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Let me finish with a photo that inspires me when | think of Pentecost.

BATERAKBAEAERIE XEKBAILRBEEZRERA.

It’s a small, stone chapel in mid-Wales. It seats about 60 people. In the early 20" century revival broke out in
Wales. X2 RU/RET R —ERAL/NLFERE, KAEFTH60 A, 20 Y], BMENAEXHEAEEXE,
God’s Spirit touched many lives. So dynamic was the move of God’s Spirit that hardened coal miners, men
who had little time for the Gospel, and their families filled this small chapel.
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In fact, so many believed in Jesus that every day, not just Sundays, there wasn’t enough room for everyone in
the chapel. People crowded outside, some even set up ladders to see through the windows. They were hungry
for God.
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There are pictures from the time of miners, just finished their shift working underground, faces black with coal,
arriving at the church with tears pouring down their cheeks as they discover the love of Jesus. The tears made
lines through their blackened faces.
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Hearts were changed. Families found wholeness. Joy filled lives.
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Pentecost! It’s the birthday of the church; it’s the empowerment of the church; it’s the commissioning of the
church. ¥R[EIRH! BESHN4H, BESBRIN—X, 2ES®HZMNEEN—X.

What does this mean for us together and individually? Let me go back to where we started. There isn’t a device
to measure expectation. There isn’t a way to record a spiritual lift off in our lives.
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Far more wonderfully, Pentecost is God’s offer of a spiritual lift off; God’s invitation to increased expectation.
So, how hungry are we for Jesus in our lives?

EHFUNE RN UERERERA LFEXEMNEE, SLFREBBFERNEERESE. B4, BT
Sk, EREEEPRAIGEERE ZIHER’

“Oh, Lord, that you would rend the heavens and come down,” says Isaiah 64:1. May it be so, Lord. May it be so

today! 7 IAFEW P 64:1 1% [RIREAMFRE] . W, EEWL, BEAAESXK!



