2

The Teacher: How to Hate your Parents (Clickbait) 
Luke 14:25-33
May 25, 2025
Dan Hoffman

Nikki’s dad passed away a few years ago and we just inherited a cabin out on a lake west of town.  It’s a pretty awesome blessing.  And one of the best things about getting out of town is leaving the lights behind.

So this last Christmas we were out there with the kids, and at about 9pm on a clear night with no moon we took them out to lay on the frozen lake.  And it was stunning.  The sky was grey with stars so small you can’t actually see them.  Millions.

And this was the first time our boys were seeing this kind of sky, so they were amazed; “Are all those starts there all the time?”  “Yeah!  And many of them hundreds of times bigger than our sun.”  “Well how come we never see them?”  “It’s because other things, that are infinitely less impressive, like streetlights and Golden Arches block them out.”  
…
It’s our interactive worship service so turn around and make a group with 3 to 5 people.  6 is too many.  And then go around the circle giving each person a minute to answer the three questions on the screen.  Go.
1.) Hi, my name is ___
2.) Have you ever seen the Northern Lights or the Milky Way?  Where did this happen?
3.) “There are different levels to following Jesus.”  Do you agree or disagree?  Why?

If you’re new with us we are looking at the teachings of Jesus we find in the Gospel of Luke.  And of course everyone thinks of Jesus as a brilliant teacher.  But what often gets missed is that when you actually get down and look at what He said you find that His teachings are often hard to ingest – they are hard to understand and hard to put into practice.  And it’s one of those texts that we are looking at today.  

So if you’ve got a Bible open it up to Luke 14.  We are going to pick it up in verse 25.  Would you stand with me as we come before God’s word?  Hear now the word of the Lord.

[Read Luke 14:25-33]

This is the word of the Lord.  You may be seated.

On the surface what Jesus says here seems crazy or weird; “If you don’t hate your father and mother: you can’t be My disciple.”  Or maybe you say, “actually what Jesus commands here is totally unnecessary, I already hate my parents.”

Of course if that’s you that’s a problem.  And there are lots of texts we could go to in order to demonstrate that.  But what we are going to see here is that really this passage isn’t about parents at all, it’s about what it means to follow Jesus.  

And Jesus tells us three things in this passage about what it means to follow Him, and then He gives us the power to do it.  And in all this we will see is that what Jesus asks is not crazy or weird, but it is everything.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Outline from T. Keller https://gospelinlife.com/sermon/how-to-hate-your-parents/ (Accessed May 22, 2025)] 

So the first thing Jesus tells us about being a disciple is that it’s like a light switch without a fader – it’s either on or off, there are no levels to it
…
So I remember being about 13 years old and the Sunday School teacher was leading us through 1st Corinthians 3 where the Corinthians are arguing about whether it was better to follow Paul or Apollos.  Maybe you remember that text.  And Paul says, “hey, both he and Apollos are like planters or builders and the Corinthians are like a field or a building.”

And the Corinthians are either going to grow in their faith and be part of Paul and Apollos’ reward, or they are going to be faithless in which case Paul and Apollos won’t get any reward from them at all.  And then there is this one verse that says:
But if the work is burned up, the builder will suffer great loss. The builder will be saved, but like someone barely escaping through a wall of flames. (1 Corinthians 3:15)

And this Sunday school teacher was using this verse to argue that there are different levels of Christians.  Some Christians just believe the right stuff even if their belief doesn’t result in any change in their life, while others go all in and become disciples.  And the ones who just believe squeak into heaven by the skin of their teeth, while the radical Christians get rewards.  

And the big question of the lesson was, “have you got your fire insurance?”  Don’t worry too much about whether you are going to be a disciple, just pray the prayer to make sure you go to heaven when you die.  Anyone else remember that Sunday school lesson?
…
Well, that is an interesting idea, but if you are going to base your faith on this – that you can believe in Jesus without being a disciple and “get into heaven by the skin of your teeth” you probably want to make sure it lines up with the rest of scripture.  But what we find is that this idea stands by itself.  And in contrast dozens of other passages, like the one we are looking at, say something very different.  So look how our passage today starts.  It says:
A large crowd was following Jesus. He turned around and said to them… (Luke 14:25)

So Jesus isn’t talking to His A-Team here, He’s talking to a huge crowd.  And everything He says here is directed at them.  So even these random people need to hate their parents and take up their crosses if they are going to follow Jesus. 

Now think about that.  This means for Jesus discipleship doesn’t have levels, it’s either on or off.  You are either all in following Jesus, or you’re just hanging out.  And this is the point of the other two mini parables Jesus unpacks as well.

So if you are building a tower you want to make sure you sit down and figure out if you’ve got enough money to complete it before you start.  If you take something on and can’t finish it, people are going to laugh.  
Or if you are going to war then you need to figure out if you’ve got a chance to win.  If you don’t, then you should try peace.  So you can either complete the tower or you can’t.  You can either win the war or you can’t.  And the point is you’re either a disciple or you aren’t.  And this is why Jesus concludes saying:
So you cannot become My disciple without giving up everything you own. (Luke 14:33)

See you can’t even become a disciple without going all in.  Before that you  might be enjoying the free food, but you aren’t actually following Jesus.  So the first thing we see learn about discipleship is that following Jesus is on or off, there are no levels.
…
Now second Jesus uses some very specific language to describe discipleship – He uses the word “hate.”  So Jesus says:
If anyone comes to Me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be My disciple. (Luke 14:26)

Now let’s be real here, it’s not uncommon for Christians to be accused of hate – and while it’s not always justified, sometimes it is.  But what never happens is that Jesus gets accused of hate.  Nobody in Jesus’ day or in ours thinks Jesus was a hater.  So what’s up with this language?  
…
Well here is where we get to the clickbait, and there are two parts to it.  So first, as we have already seen, this isn’t really about parents at all, Jesus is talking about what it means to follow Him – to be a disciple.  But now second, this word “hate” doesn’t actually mean what we think it does – at least not always.

So sometimes in the Bible the word “hate” does mean “be intentionally antagonistic towards” something or someone.  But in one specific context it can mean something else.



Now in English “hate” is always an extreme negative.  So we tell our kids “Don’t say you hate Brussel sprouts, say “Brussel sprouts are not my favorite.”  And that’s true in English.  But in scripture when you are talking about favorites hate is an appropriate way to describe everything else.  And the most common place we see this in the Bible is when husbands would have more than one wife.  So because this isn’t exciting enough, let’s talk about polygamy for a bit.  It’s in the Bible, so it can’t be all bad… right?
…
Well, before I go home to the couch we need to pause for a second.  See while it’s true that the Bible was written into a patriarchal society where things like slavery existed and men often had multiple wives, there is a clear difference in the Bible between describing what happened and prescribing what should happen.

So sometimes the Bible describes what happened – like Jacob had two wives, Rachel and Leah – and other times the Bible prescribes what we should do – like in Genesis we read:
That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh. (Genesis 2:24) 

So the prescription – what spousal relationships are supposed to look like – comes from Genesis, and then the description – what actually happened – is often something else.  And the Bible tells both kinds of stories.  

So the 10 Commandments prescribe how we are supposed to live – don’t kill people – and then over and over it tells stories of people killing people.  But the Bible doesn’t prescribe this, and so what we see is that when people break God’s law life goes badly.  Well it’s the same thing with polygamy.

So more and more our culture is saying “marriage isn’t important, so sleep with who you want and however many you want.”  But scripture says, “if you want God’s abundant life, live like He prescribes.”  And then it gives examples of people who don’t do this.  So, for example, look at what happened with Rachel and Leah.  In Genesis 29 we read:
So Jacob… loved Rachel more than Leah, and served Laban for another seven years. When the Lord saw that Leah was hated, He opened her womb, but Rachel was barren. (Genesis 29:30-31 ESV)

So notice the Bible isn’t prescribing this.  There is serious brokenness here.  And also notice how the word “hate” gets used.  Now, if you read the story, you find out Jacob did love Leah, and he certainly was never actively antagonistic towards her.  It’s just that he had something special with Rachel.

But imagine what it would feel like to be the second favorite wife.  Anyone think that would be alright?  Not good!  Leah knew what loved looked like, and she knew she didn’t have it.  And so to her, the affection and care she received hurt so bad it felt like hate.  

Here’s the point: in a context of a favorite or an ultimate thing, scripture uses “hate” to describe everything else.  And that’s what Jesus is doing here.  So Jesus isn’t saying “hate your parents”, He is saying “love Me more.”
…
But wait a minute, that doesn’t make what Jesus says any easier.  It’s still extreme.  Jesus says what He wants from us is a love that is so huge and powerful that by comparison the love we have with all our different relationships would be like hate.  That’s incredible.

And then in case we are a bit slow Jesus spells out all the most important relationships we have.  So there is a certain kind of love we have for our parents – it’s a familial love and it’s a big love.  And there’s a different kind of love we have for our spouse – it’s erotic love, and it’s a big love.  And there is a different kind of love we have for our kids – it’s agape, self-sacrificing love, and it’s a big love.  And Jesus finishes by saying we even have to hate our own lives.  So Jesus wants our love with Him to be so big and profound that by comparison even our self-preserving love, which is a big love, will be like hate. 
…
Now just one clarification on hating ourselves because some of us struggle with this.  Jesus doesn’t want you to mope around beating yourself up – “I’m stupid, I’m fat, I’m bad.”  No.  That might be self-hatred Canadian style, but it’s not what Jesus wants.  See when I’m thinking in that way I’m still centered on me.  Low self-esteem has me focusing on how I’m the problem.  But what Jesus wants for me is a self-forgetfulness where I am so consumed with my love for Him, and how great He is, that I don’t really think about myself at all.  

So the hatred Jesus calls for isn’t an active antagonism, it’s a comparative overshadowing.  It’s like when the moon comes out over the cabin and those millions of stars fade till you can only see a few.  And then when the sun comes up, even the moon disappears.
…
Now think of how searching this is; Jesus says “I want something for you that is so strong and so big that by comparison everything else in your life would be like the stars look at noon.  I’ve got something that bright for you.  I call it abundant life.  And that’s what I want you to have.”
…
But do you see how piercing Jesus’ words are?  Jesus the good teacher doesn’t say easy things.  There are lots of people who hang out eating the food but aren’t living in what Jesus has for them.  So are you?...  Don’t get this wrong.  With Jesus discipleship is on or off.  And when we are in His love then everything else fades into hate by comparison.  
…
There is one more think about being a disciple the text has for us, and that is that there is no small print in what Jesus asks. 

So anyone who has renewed their cell phone contract knows that we live in the age of small print.  And unless you are a lawyer there is no point in even trying to read all the mumbo-jumbo.  So we all just sign at the bottom.  
But even as we are doing this we know that those little words mean something.  And what they mean is if we ever run into any kind of dispute with the cell phone company, we are going to have no leg to stand on.  We’ve signed it all away.  And we don’t even know what the “all” is, but it’s gone.

Well that’s not the way Jesus writes His contracts.  With Jesus everything is right up on the table.  So if you’ve got your Bible open you will see that this passage comes right in the middle of a big section of teaching.  And all Jesus’ teaching runs together.

So just before this we find out that following Jesus is like being invited to a great banquet.  And right after, in chapter 15 we find out that Jesus is the kind of king who searches to find a lost sheep and a lost coin, and a lost son.  And when He finds it there is rejoicing and abundant, eternal life.  This is what Jesus is offering.  And it’s awesome.

But He doesn’t lead with the good stuff and minimize the cost.  Everything gets spelled out together.  Jesus makes it clear that to enjoy the life He created us for requires everything in exchange.  So He says:
And whoever does not carry their cross and follow Me cannot be My disciple…. those of you who do not give up everything you have cannot be My disciples. (Luke 14:27;33)

So Jesus demands that nothing in the world be more important to us than Him.  But why?  Isn’t that kind of egotistical?  Shouldn’t He share?

Well, that’s not how it works with most important things.  In fact everything that takes the most important place in our lives makes the same claim.  See whatever is most important to us becomes the end that justifies using any means to attain.  So if your family is the most important thing in the world to you, then God becomes the means to improving your family situation.  That’s what you pray for.  Or if your career or income or what people think of you is more important than anything else, then God becomes the means to that end.  That’s what you pray for.

But Jesus says if you bring any agenda to your relationship with Me then we don’t have a relationship.  So don’t come to Me because you want a more fulfilled family life.  Don’t come to Me because you want a husband or a wife or children or a job.  Come to Me for Me.

See a lot of people tell Jesus, “I’ll follow You as long as You give me what I want.”  But Jesus says, “No, if you are going to be My disciple I have to be the end.  I want to be God in your life.  I won’t be used so you can get another god.  I’m it, or I’m out.”
…
Now it turns out, Jesus has made this world in such a way that when we make Him God in our lives then abundance follows.  And this is because only Jesus is big enough to be your God.  So if you make your spouse your source of happiness then your god is going to let you down – there is no way they can handle the weight of being your god.  
And if your children or your career are the most important things to you then you are setting yourself up for disappointment.  They will let you down, and the pressure you put on them to make you happy will destroy them as well.  But when you make God God in your life then you can enjoy everything else too.  It’s all about having first things first.  And Jesus makes this clear.

So there is no small print here.  If you want the abundant, eternal life God created you to enjoy – a life full of meaning and value that starts now and stretches into eternity, then Jesus makes it clear you have to love Him first.  He won’t settle for being a piece of the pie.  He wants it all.  
…
So is that the kind of life you’ve got with Jesus?  Are you living in His abundance, or have you been seeking joy in good things that aren’t ultimate?  Are you looking for the stars at noon?  Or have you realized that if you’ve got Jesus you’ve got everything you need.  Jesus says realizing this is what it means to be a disciple.
…
“Well”, you say, “That’s heavy.  I’m not sure I can do it.  I keep getting distracted by these lesser things.  I try but I’m not strong enough to keep Jesus at the center.”  
…
There is one last thing we get here that brings it all together and makes it not only possible but light.  See Jesus doesn’t call us to duty – to mustering up a love for Him so strong that everything else feels like hate in comparison.  That’s not the cross He wants us to carry.  That’s not how love works.  

Instead everything Jesus calls us into is in response to what He’s done.  So yes, He calls us to take up our cross, but it’s because He already took up His.  And Yes, He calls us to love Him first, but this is in response to Him laying down His life to love us.  What He wants from us is to fall in love which everyone who has done it knows is the very opposite of duty.

See Jesus thought His eternity would be better with you in the picture.  This is why Hebrews says it was for the joy set before Him that He endured the cross.  Sharing Himself with you is His joy!  And so everything Jesus calls us into – loving Him first and carrying our cross – is an invitation into what He knows we are actually hungering for – an abundant life with the God of the universe that starts now and lasts forever.  He is calling you into something He laid His life down to make.

So do you see Jesus?  If you do, will you let Him win you with His love?  If you’ve tasted and seen His love then you know it’s not about duty.  Jesus’ love makes everything pale in comparison.  The infinite God of the universe lowered Himself to be a servant; to even die on the cross, so that you could be brought into what He created you to enjoy.

So friends, the love He requires from us is just to respond to the incredible love He has for us.  So let yourself be won.  See Jesus, and let everything else fade into the light of His embrace.
