/ UTHERAN CHURCH

MAY 25, 2025
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Peace

| LEAVEE
WITH YOU

JOHN 14:27

Introduction
Visions abound in the readings for the sixth Sunday of Easter. Paul has a vision about what to do. John
has a vision of what will be. Jesus provides visions of peace that surpasses human understanding and
power beyond human imagination.



GATHERING

GATHERING MUSIC
“10,000 REASONS”

Music/lyrics Jonas Myrin, Matt Redman
© 2011 Atlas Mountain Songs; sixsteps Music; Thankyou Music Ltd;
worshiptogether.com songs Admin: CMG Publishing

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

INVOCATION AND THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let
us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, holy and gracious God,
for you created the waters of the earth: wide oceans, rushing streams, clear lakes,
mighty rivers.

You led your people through the sea and called them to life in covenant with you.
Your Son was baptized in the river Jordan to begin his mission among us.
You pour out your Holy Spirit to renew the face of the earth.

Through this water remind us of the gift of baptism.

Renew us in your promise so that we may serve this world in all its need;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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glo-ry to God, glo- ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us food from your tree
of life. Nourish us with your word, that empowered by your Spirit we may love one another and
the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
READING ACTS 16:9-15

9 During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and
saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 1 When he had seen the vision, we
immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to
proclaim the good news to them.

11 We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to
Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a
Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. 2 On the sabbath day we went outside
the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and
spoke to the women who had gathered there. 4 A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of
God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord
opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. 1> When she and her household
were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and
stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL READING JOHN 14:23-29

The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to You, O Lord.

23 Jesus answered [Judas (not Iscariot),] “Those who love me will keep my word, and my
Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 2 Whoever does
not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the
Father who sent me.

25*] have said these things to you while | am still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that | have
said to you. ¢’ Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to you. | do not give to you as the world
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 28 You heard me say to
you, ‘l am going away, and | am coming to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that | am going
to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. 2° And now | have told you this before it occurs,
so that when it does occur, you may believe.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON PASTOR DAVID YOUNG

HYMN OF THE DAY
“ACT JUSTLY, LOVE MERCY, WALK HUMBLY”

Music/lyrics Chirs Tomlin, Jason Ingram, Pat Barrett
© 2021 Capitol CMG Genesis; Capitol CMG Paragon; Housefires Sounds;
S. D. G. Publishing; Vamos Publishing; Jingram Tunes; So Essential Tunes
Admin:Capitol CMG Publishing, Essential Music Publishing LLC

OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH THE APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition will end with “Hear us, O God” and the response will be “Your mercy is great”

SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE

MEAL

OFFERING
Thank you for your continued generosity in supporting the ongoing ministry of Bethel Lutheran
Church! In-person gifts may be placed in the offering plates, mailed to Bethel Evangelical
Lutheran Church (2077 N. Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603), given online at
www.bethelwinchester.com or using the adjacent QR code.




MUSIC FOR REFLECTION

LET THE VINEYARDS

“HAVE IT ALL”

Music/lyrics: Bobby Strand, Brian Johnson, Joel Taylor, Lindsey Strand, Mia Fieldes
© 2015 Be Essential Songs; Tempo Music Investments; Bethel Music Publishing
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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JESUS’ WORDS ABOUT COMMUNION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to our Lord’s table of inclusion.
A table that hosts believers and betrayers, favored and outcast, seeker and disciple.
Come to our Lord’s table of forgiveness.
A table that invites all, regardless of shame, sin, or past.
Come to our Lord’s table of assurance.
A table that nourishes us through forgiveness, grace, and peace.

Come to the Table.
For the Lord Jesus is with us, and all are welcome!

THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
Welcome to the Lord’s Table!
Everyone, regardless of age and denomination, is invited to join us for Holy Communion. If you prefer a blessing, simply inform the
communion distributors. The ushers will direct your row when it is time to come forward.
You will receive the bread from the first Holy Communion distributor. You will pick up the cup of wine or juice from the tray held by the
second distributor. For those who need gluten free a pre-packaged gluten-free wafer and a cup of grape juice is also available.
Once you have communed, you are invited to return to your seat for silent reflection or singing.




LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION SONG-INSTUMENTAL

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

SENDING

BLESSING AND BENEDICTION

May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you : wherever he may send you;
may he guide you through the wilderness : protect you through the storm;
may he bring you home rejoicing : at the wonders he has shown you;

may he bring you home rejoicing : once again into our doors.

In the name of the + Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit Amen.

SENDING SONG

“lWILL FOLLOW?”
Words and Music: Chris Tomlin, Jason Ingram, Reuben Morgan
© 2010 Rising Springs Music; SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia; Vamos Publishing;
worshiptogether.com songs; Spirit Nashville Three; So Essential Tunes; Spirit Nashville Three
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