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Words of Welcome  
 

The Gathering of the Community  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.   
And also with you.  
 

Almighty God,   
to you all hearts are open all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord. 
Amen  
 
Collect 
 
Let us pray,   
Merciful God, you have prepared for those who love you riches 
beyond imagination. Pour into our hearts such love toward you, that 
we, loving you above all things, may obtain your promises, which 
exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is 
alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen.  

 
The Proclamation of the Word 

 
Reading One: Acts 16:9-15 
A reading from the book of Acts  

During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of 
Macedonia pleading with him and saying, ‘Come over to Macedonia 
and help us.’ When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to 



cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to 
proclaim the good news to them. 

We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to 
Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, and from there to 
Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a 
Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. On the 
sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we 
supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to 
the women who had gathered there. A certain woman named Lydia, a 
worshipper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of 
Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to 
listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. When she and her household 
were baptized, she urged us, saying, ‘If you have judged me to be 
faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.’ And she prevailed 
upon us 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm 67 
 
May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine 
upon us, 
that your way may be known upon earth, your saving power among 
all nations. 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
 
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples 
with equity and guide the nations upon earth. 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
 



The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, has blessed us. May 
God continue to bless us; let all the ends of the earth revere him. 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
 
Reading Two: Revelation 21:10, 22-22.5 
A reading from the book of Revelation 

And in the spirit he carried me away to a great, high mountain 
and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven 
from God. 

I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the 
Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon to 
shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the 
Lamb. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth 
will bring their glory into it. Its gates will never be shut by day—and 
there will be no night there. People will bring into it the glory and 
the honour of the nations. But nothing unclean will enter it, nor 
anyone who practises abomination or falsehood, but only those who 
are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright 
as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through 
the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the 
tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each 
month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the 
nations. Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the 
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will 
worship him; they will see his face, and his name will be on their 
foreheads. And there will be no more night; they need no light of 
lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign 
for ever and ever. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying.  



Thanks be to God.  
 
Gospel Reading: John 14:23-29 

 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 

 
Jesus answered him, ‘Those who love me will keep my word, 

and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make 
our home with them. Whoever does not love me does not keep my 
words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father 
who sent me. 

‘I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But 
the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, 
will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to 
you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to 
you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do 
not let them be afraid. You heard me say to you, “I am going away, 
and I am coming to you.” If you loved me, you would rejoice that I 
am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. And 
now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, 
you may believe. 
 
The Gospel of Christ  
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon The Rev Gail Rodger 
 
Announcements 



 
Prayers of the People 

 
Prayers for Gifts Offered 
Let us pray,  
Gracious God, you show us your way and give us your divine life. 
May everything we do be directed by the knowledge of your truth. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the risen Lord. Amen. 
 
Passing the Peace 

During this Easter Season we stand in front of the empty tomb 
forgiven and free.  

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 
 

The Lord's Prayer  

 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
for ever. Amen.   
 
Doxology 
Glory to God, whose power working in us, can do infinitely 
more than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God, from 
generation to generation, In the Church and in Christ Jesus for 
ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
The Blessing 



The blessing of the Holy Trinity; the loving Creator, who is the 
source of all being, of Jesus Christ who is the love incarnate in the 
world, and the ever present Holy Spirit, hold you, surround you and 
remain with you always. Amen. 
 
Dismissal: 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia!   
 
Weekly Cycles of Prayer 
 
In the Worldwide Anglican Communion, we pray for The Extra-
Provincial Churches; for our discernment in choosing a Primate; 
Chris Harper, the National Indigenous Archbishop; Diocese of 
Kootenay, Bishop Lynne McNaughton. 
In our diocese, we pray for our bishop, The Right Rev. Anna 
Greenwood-Lee.  

In our region, The Abbey Church, The Rev. Matthew W. 
Humphrey. 
In our parish we pray for: Walter Adams; Dorothy  Barnes; William 
Bates; Myrna Bennett; Ann Berry; and Cindy Bourgeois, Caleb 
Bourgeois, Cohen Bourgeois.  
In our community we pray for the Victoria Native Friendship 

Centre.  

For the month of May, we give thanks for those who contribute so 
generously in time and energy to our fundraising efforts throughout 
the year.  
 

Territorial Acknowledgement  
We worship on the traditional lands of the Lək̓ʷəŋən speaking peoples, who 
are the Esquimalt, Songhees and other Nations of the Salish and Coast Salish 



Peoples.  We, who came from many lands to join the line of those 
worshipping here, commit our Church to continue the journey of truth and 
reconciliation with our First Nations’ neighbours.  
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