CASUAL SERVICE w/HOLY COMMUNION MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA
Saturday 5:30 p.m.

Date: __05/17/25 Season: _ EASTER 5 (WHITE)

GUEST PASTOR_Rev. Linda Bollenbach

ASSISTING__ Mary Keidle LECTOR __Jolynn Szesny

ORGANIST__Marilyn Boston A/V__Drew Bowman

DISTRIBUTION MINISTERS _ Pastor Linda and Mary Keidle

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Pastor Linda Bollenbach
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God.
CALL TO WORSHIP Pastor Linda Bollenbach

Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens;
praise God in the heights.

In celebration of our baptism, we worship

In the name of God: Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM Pastor Linda Bollenbach

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism:

Holy God,

holy and merciful,

holy and mighty,

you are the river of life,

you are the everlasting wellspring.

In mercy and might you have freed us from death
and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead.
In baptismal waters our old life is washed away,
and in them we are born anew.

(Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues)

Glory to you for oceans and lakes,

for rivers and streams.

Honor to you for waters that wash us clean,

quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures.
Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism,

the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation.

Pastor/Assisting Minister/Lector/Vicar/Cantor/Congregation




CASUAL SERVICE w/HOLY COMMUNION MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA
Saturday 5:30 p.m.

Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you.
Empower our witness to your resurrection.
Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all.

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water.
Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment.
Where despair prevails, grant hope.

Where chaos reigns, bring peace.

We ask this through Christ,

who with you and the Spirit reigns forever.

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN ELW 651
Oh, Praise the Gracious Power
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1 Oh, praise the gra-cious pow’r that tum - bles walls of fear
2 Oh, praise per-sis - tent truth that o - pens fist - ed minds
3 Oh, praise in-clu - sive love, en - cir - cling ev-'ry race,
4 Oh, praise the word of faith that claims us as God’s own,
5 Oh, praise the tide of grace that laps at ev-'ry shore
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We praise you, Christ! Your cross has made us one!
6 Oh, praise the pow’r, the truth, 7 Oh, praise the living Christ
the love, the word, the tide. with faith’s bright songful voice!
Yet more than these, oh, praise their source, Announce the gospel to the world
praise Christ the crucified:  Refrain and with these words rejoice:  Refrain

Text: Thomas H. Troeger, b. 1945
Music: CHRISTPRAISE RAY, Carol Doran, b. 1936
Text and music from New Hymas for the Lectionary, © 1984 Oxford University Press, Inc.

APOSTOLIC GREETING Pastor Linda Bollenbach
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY Mary Keidle

O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour into
our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we
may know goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
THE FIRST READING FROM ACTS 11:1-18 Jolynn Szesny

Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles
had also accepted the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the
circumcised believers criticized him, 3saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised
men and eat with them?” 4Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step,
saying, *“l was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance | saw a vision. There
was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by
its four corners; and it came close to me. ¢ As | looked at it closely | saw four-
footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 71 also heard a voice
saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8But | replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for
nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ But a second time the
voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call
profane.’ °This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to
heaven. " At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesareaq, arrived at
the house where we were. 2The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a
distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and
we entered the man’s house. 3 He told us how he had seen the angel standing in
his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; “he
will give you a message by which you and your entire household will be

saved.’ 1 And as | began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had
upon us at the beginning. ¢ And | remembered the word of the Lord, how he had
said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If
then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord
Jesus Christ, who was | that | could hinder God?” '8 When they heard this, they
were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the
Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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THE SECOND READING FROM REVELATION 21:1-6 Jolynn Szesny

'l saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And | saw the holy city, the new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned
for her husband. 2 And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying,

“See, the home of God is among mortals.

He will dwell with them;

they will be his peoples,

and God himself will be with them;

4he will wipe every tear from their eyes.

Death will be no more;

mourning and crying and pain will be no more,

for the first things have passed away.”
5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, | am making all things
new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” ¢Then he
said to me, “It is done! | am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the
end. To the thirsty | will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.”

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL Pastor Linda Bollenbach

Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel.
The Holy Gospel according to John the 13t Chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.

3IWhen he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified,
and God has been glorified in him. *2If God has been glorified in him, God will
also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. # Little children, | am with
you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as | said to the Jews so now | say
to you, ‘Where | am going, you cannot come.’ 34| give you a new
commandment, that you love one another. Just as | have loved you, you also
should love one another. 3> By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if
you have love for one another.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Linda Bollenbach
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA

HYMN OF THE DAY AOV 130
130 They'll Know We Are Christians
Peter Scholtes
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1We are one in the Spir-it, We are one in the Lord,
2We will walk with each oth -er, We will walk hand in hand,
3We will work with each oth -er, We will work side by side,
4.All praise to the Fa -ther, From_ whom all things come,
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1.We are one in the Spir-it, We are one in the Lord,
2We will walk with each oth- er, We will walk hand in  hand,
3We will work with each oth- er, We will work side by side,
4 And al praise to Christ Je - sus,His_— on - Iy Son,
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1And we pray that al u - ni-ty may one day be re - stored.
2And to - geth -er  we'll spread the news that God is in  our land.
3.And we'll guard each one'sdig - ni -ty and save_  each one's pride.
4 And all praise to the Spir - it, who____ makes_ us one.
. REFRAIN ; :
P lI-’; I I I I I I I I I I I ]
.87 s ) s S
And they'll know we are Chris-tians by our love, by our
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love, Yes theyll know. we are Chris-tians by our love.

© 1966, FEL Publications. Assigned to Lorenz Corp. 1991. All rights reserved. Used with permission.

Pastor/Assisting Minister/Lector/Vicar/Cantor/Congregation



CASUAL SERVICE w/HOLY COMMUNION
Saturday 5:30 p.m.

APOSTLES’ CREED

MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA

Pastor Linda Bollenbach

With the whole church, let us affirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed:

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Please share a sign of God's peace with one another.

Pastor/Assisting Minister/Lector/Vicar/Cantor/Congregation
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Mary Keidle

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church,
the world, and open our hearts to your will.

A brief silence.

Fill the church with the spirit of your redeeming love and make us steadfast in our
proclamation of your grace for all people without exceptions, especially those
often overlooked in our communities. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Awaken joy in the beauty and abundance of your creation. Show us the wonder
of your presence from the smallest flower to the tallest free and recommit us to
preservation of wild places. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Instruct all world leaders to protect the most vulnerable among us. Guide those in
power toward equitable and just economic policies, so that all might have
sufficient resources to live safely and with dignity. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Pour out your love on all in need of care: those mourning losses, enduring
tfrauma, experiencing broken relationships, yearning for companionship, or
facing illness especially Cathy, Jo Ann, Jack, Jackie, Kin, Mark, Linda, Casey,
Mark, Bob, Tommy, and Beverly. Wipe away every tear. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Abide with all who are victims of racism, especially people who are doubly
marginalized because of gender, sexuality, or ability. Destroy all forms of
systemic oppression, and renew our commitment to healing the wounds of our
collective body in this community and beyond. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We give thanks for all the saints whose lives bear witness to your redeeming love.
Guide us by their example, until we join them in your eternal home. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are

always with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.
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MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION Pastor Linda Bollenbach

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER Pastor Linda Bollenbach

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever.

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION Pastor Linda Bollenbach

Come to the table of grace.
Receive the gift of new life.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN
Christ Is Living

MESSIAH

LUTHERAN ELCA

ACS 934
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1 iCris - to vi - ve, fue-rael llan-to, los la-men-tos yel pe - sar!
1 Christ is liv - ing! Gone with sor-row! Tears and ter - ror, be no more.
2 For if Christ is not a - ris-en there is noth-ing to be-lieve.
3 Death is swal - lowed up in vic-t'ry; sin has lost its poi-son sting.
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Ni la muer - te niel se - pul - cro

Death and grave, you now are noth - ing;
Je - sus’prom -ise is ac-comp-lished: “Since 1
Life will blos - som from the grain sown,

lo_han po - di - do
Christ is free

su - je -
of ev-’ry
live, you too shall

Christ the first fruits of the
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spring.
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No  bus - quéis en - tre los muer-tos

Why then seek the
Dust we are,
For the sure - ness

liv-ing Sav - ior

of sal - va - tion let us

al que siem - pre_ha de
in the haunts
to dust re- turn - ing, but in Christ
sing, “Thanks be
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we are
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of death and fear?
re - stored.
to God!”
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jCris - to
Christ is

Christ is

2 Que si Cristo no viviera,
vana fuera nuestra fe;
mas se cumple su promesa:
“Porque vivo, viveréis.”
Si en Addn entro la muerte,
por Jesiis la vida_entro;

vi - ve!
ris - en! Shout the
Doubt dis - pel-ling, claim the
ris - en!

es - tas nue - vas  por do-quier de - jad ir
good news so that all the world may hear.
tri - umph: Je - sus is the liv - ing Lord!

liv - ing! Spread the word of grace a - broad.
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We are

3 Siesverdad que de la muerte
el pecado_es aguijon,
no temdis pues Jesucristo
nos da vida_y salvacion.
Gracias demos al Dios Padre
que nos da seguridad,

no temdis, el triunfo_es vuestro:
JEl Sefior resucito!

Text: Nicolas Martinez, 1917-1972; tr, Martin A. Seltz, b. 1951

Music: CENTRAL, Pablo D. Sosa, 1933-2020; arr. Robert Buckley Farlee, b. 1950
Spanish text © 1962 Blanca Staude de Martinez

Tune © 1962 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

English text and arr. © 1999 Augsburg Fortress
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN ELW 453
Baptized and Set Free
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1 We are peo -ple cre - at - ed, cho - sen by God.
2 We are fed and were nour - ished, filled and re - freshed.
3 We are nour-ished by wa - ter, all  liv - ing things,
4 Now with praise and thanks - giv - ing, we join the song.
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Then we're washed, ev - er  gent-ly, in mer - cy and love.
Then our hun - ger re - turns and a-gain we are  blessed.
and by life that the Spir- it a - bun - dant - ly brings.
All  are wel - come! We  gath - er to sing loud and  strong.
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Sin has pow - er no more. Je - sus o - pened the door
For what-ev - er the need, God is great - er in - deed:
As we jour - ney toward home, may your pres-ence be known:
Not en-slaved, but  set free! From now on, all  will be
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to a foun-tain bring-ing heal-ing, and whole-ness and more.
end-less o -cean, al-ways deep-er than all of our need.
pre-cious 1iv -er, ev-er - flow-ing, now car - ry us home.
one in Je-sus, one in wa - ter, bap - tized and set free!

Text: Cathy Skogen-Soldner, b. 1956

Music: BAPTIZED AND SET FREE, Cathy Skogen-Soldner
Text and music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN ELW 860
I’'m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me
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1 I'm SO glad I'm S0 glad
2 Sa - tan had me bound, Je-sus lift-ed me. Sa - tan had me bound,
3 When I was in trou - ble, When I was in trou - ble,
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I'm S0 glad
Je-sus lift-ed me. Sa - tan had me bound, Je-sus lift-ed me,
When I was in trou - ble,
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sing-ing glo-ry, hal -le-lu - jah! Je - sus lift - ed me.
Text: African American spiritual
Music: JESUS LIFTED ME, African American spiritual
TABLE BLESSING Pastor Linda Bollenbach

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Living One,

in this feast you have made yourself known to us.
Send us now to tell of your wonders,

sing of your glory,

and proclaim your risen life

to a wounded and weary world.

Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING Pastor Linda Bollenbach

The triune God,

who was, who is, and who is to come,
Sovereign, *+ Savior, and Spirit,

light your way with resurrection dawn,
now and always.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

MESS

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

IAH LUTHERAN ELCA

ELW 631
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1 Love di - vine, all loves ex - cel - ling, Joy of heav'n, to
2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy lov - ing Spir - it in - to ev - 'ty
3 Come, Al-might - vy, to de - liv - er; let us all thy
4 Fin - ish then thy new «cre - a - tion, pure and spot - less
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carth come down! Fix in us thy hum - ble dwell-ing, all thy
trou - bled breast; let us all in thee in - her - it; let us
life re - ceive; sud -den - ly re - turn, and nev - er, nev - er -
let us be; let us see thy great sal - va - tion per - fect -
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faith - ful mer - cies crown. Je - sus, thou art all com - pas - sion,
find thy  prom -ised rest. Take a - way the love of sin - ning;
more thy tem - ples leave. Thee we would be al - ways bless-ing,
ly re - stored in thee! Changed from glo - ry in - to glo - ry,
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pure, un - bound - ed love thou art; vis - it us with
Al - pha and O - me - ga be; end of faith, as
serve thee as thy hosts a - bove, pray, and  praise thee
till in heav’n we  take our place, till we cast our
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thy sal - va - tion, en - ter ev - ’ry trem - bling heart.
its be - gin - ning, set our hearts at lib - er - ty.
with - out «ceas - ing, glo - ry in thy per - fect love.
crowns be - fore thee, lost in won - der, love, and praise!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788

Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887
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MISSION STATEMENT Mary Keidle

Guided by the Gospel, we:

Welcome all to worship;

Make disciples;

Hunger for ministry;

Nurture youth;

Gather resources for growing ministries;
Offer healing and care to all in need.

DISMISSAL Mary Keidle

Allelvia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Allelvia!

OFFERING
(Please place gifts in the plates as you leave)

POSTLUDE
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