
The Lord’s Prayer Part 2

Last week, in preparation for the new season our church is heading into, we started a new sermon series on prayer.. and the goal of our time together in the coming weeks is to cultivate culture of prayer in the life of this faith community. 

And so last week, we looked at the Lord’s prayer and how awesome of a privilege it is to be able to pray the first two words… OUR FATHER… GOD .. is our FATHER.. we are His children.. which means we are inheritors of the kingdom and ALL that happens to US in this life is the loving discipline of a father towards his children or gifts for his children to enjoy…
We also looked at what it means to pray Our Father in Heaven.. HALLOWED be thy Name. May your name be trusted in.. may your Name be feared and may we obey your Word and may you be displayed as being more precious and valuable than all that this life can give and all that death can take away!!

And then we ended our time together by gathering in small groups and praying for one another.. which we will do again this week. But for now, would you turn with me in your Bibles to Matthew chapter 6:9-13. We are going to be looking at the rest of the Lord’s prayer today. And SEEING how the rest of the Lord’s prayer.. 

and indeed, the REST OF LIFE itself.. flows out of the first petition we looked at last week. Don’t worry if you were not here last week or don’t clearly remember what we talked about because I am going to repeat it AGAIN and AGAIN and AGAIN today.. and hopefully we will ALL be able to begin to see how the glory of God IS the ultimate hope and goal of the Christian life…


SO turn with me if you haven’t done so already to Matthew 6:9-13. 


Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name. 

Your kingdom come… Your KINGDOM come!

We are a people who live FOR the kingdom..

Just moments later… if we skip down to the middle of chapter 6 we read... do not seek after these things.. what you will eat or what you will wear… Rather… Seek first the kingdom ALL these things will be added to you…

So the petitions for our daily bread and for forgiveness and for deliverance from temptation.. all these things are serving us SO that we might be about the work of God’s kingdom! BUT what is the Kingdom of God? 

This week when we met briefly with pastor Tak… we talked a lot about the kingdom.. BUT what is the kingdom of God?

The kingdom of God IS primarily the place where God’s GLORY dwells.. Where His people exult in the presence of His glory… the kingdom of God is other things to be sure.. but what makes heaven heaven is that GOD will be there and we will be able to dwell in the midst of His glory unhindered… by all the myriad of things that keep us from fully beholding His glory here in this life..

AND SO. The prayer for your daily bread.. the prayer for forgiveness and deliverance from evil.. THESE things do NOT stand alone in and of themselves! Whether you EAT or DRINK or do ANYTHING.. ALL things.. were created to him and through him and FOR HIM! For His glory.. And so, we we should NOT be praying for our daily bread for the sake of FOOD but for the GLORY OF GOD. Our Father in Heaven - HALLOWED BE THY NAME! Glorified be your name!

And so.. the rest of the Lord’s prayer serves as the daily basis through which we participate in the accomplishment of THAT! HALLOWED BE THY NAME! Do you get it? The request for our daily bread and for forgiveness for sins and for deliverance from the evil one is not an end in themselves.. they are the means by which we will accomplish the work of hallowing God’s name and bringing His kingdom and doing His will! 


Father… grant that in this life.. we might have what we need of provision for our bodies... that we might have what we need of forgiveness.. and from guidance and protection from the evil one so that we might be about the work of Your kingdom! Not ME. NOT ME. NOT ME. NOT ME. NOT ME. NOT ME. NOT my will. Not MY kingdom. Not my glory. BUT God’s!

This is what it means to live for the single - all encompassing passion of the glory of God. And you know what’s really exciting about this! ONCE YOU GET THIS. Once you start praying like this and thinking about life like this… You insert yourself into the very heart of God in such a way that NOTHING can stop you? Why? Because nothing can stop God from glorifying Himself. You see - God’s main priority is not to make you feel good and to listen to you. His main priority is glorifying Himself. He is so infinitely GOOD and PERFECT that the most loving thing He can do is to glorify Himself SO THAT WE CAN ENJOY Him MORE! - THE GREAT HOPE OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE IS NOT ETERNAL LIFE. IT ISN”T FEELING GOOD and LIVING A COMFORTABLE LIFE. It’s the glory of God… 

EVERYTHING else in life.. INCLUDING the Lord’s prayer… flows from this.. We’ve already briefly looked at how the kingdom of God is primarily where God’s glory dwells... But what about His will? To be sure, God wills for many things.. but let me take you through a quick survey of the Bible.. to show you how God does ALL things for His glory…

And brothers.. sisters.. if you GET this.. You are inserting yourself into the very heart of God’s unfolding plan in history… a plan that cannot be stopped or opposed or hindered in any way or form.. AND SO.. we all know that song by Chris Tomlin.. The God of Angel armies.. is on my side.. Nothing formed against me shall stand? and many other lyrics like that - WELL THAT is only true insofar as YOU ARE ALIGNED with God’s will.. If you are opposed with His will.. namely, if you are living for your own glory and not His - God WILL oppose you and EVERYTHING formed against you will stand.. and crush you. BUT. If you can learn to see and live life delighting in the glory of God at the heart of all things…  you will never be lost.. and You will ALWAYS have hope and peace and joy. And love… 

So very quickly.. you won’t have time to turn in your Bibles.. but just follow along on the overhead.. if any of you want this list of passages just come up to me after the service is over… 

FIRST.. 

Eph. 5:1:5 shows how God ELECTS people for His glory... and following.. He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself..before the foundations of the world... according to the purpose of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace.. (Eph. 1:5-6; cf. vv. 11-12, 13-14).


Isaiah 43:6-7 tells us the purpose of God in Creation: Bring My sons from afar and My daughters from the ends of the earth, everyone who is called by My name, and whom I have created for My glory” (Isaiah 43:6-7).

	Likewise in the incarnation of Jesus Christ and through His death…Phil 2 tells us that Christ Jesus, who though He was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore, God has highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father (Phil. 2:6-11; cf. Rom. 3:25).

	-Regeneration: “…Thus says the Lord GOD: It is not for your sake…that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name…and I will vindicate the holiness of my great name…I will sprinkle clean water on you and you shall be clean from all your uncleanesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to talk in my statues and be careful to obey my rules…It is not for your sake that I will act, declares the Lord GOD; let that be known to you…”(Ezek. 36:22-27, 32).

	-Sanctification: “… it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God”(Phil. 1:9-11)

	-Consummation/Second Coming: “They (that is, those who do not obey the gospel) will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His might, when He comes on that day to be glorified in His saints, and to be marvelled at among all who have believed” (2 Thess. 1:9-10). - excerpt from John Piper’s “Dangerous Duty of Delight” 

	Or take for example our part in all this...

	-Generosity/alms: For the ministry of this service (that is, the offering for the poor in Jerusalem)… is not only supplying the needs of the saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. By their approval of this service, they glorify God because of your submission that comes from your confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your contribution for them and for all others… (2 Cor. 9:12-13).

	-Unity/hospitality: May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God (Rom. 15:5-7)… Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace: …whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies – in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To Him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. (1 Pet. 4:9-11).

	-Suffering/good-works: Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven…you are the salt of the earth…you are the light of the world…In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven (Matt. 5:11-16).

	-Eating/Drinking: So, whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God (1 Cor. 10:31; cf. Col. 3:17).
That is as comprehensive as you can get right? WHATEVER YOU DO - DO IT ALL for the glory of God! 

And so. my time is done.. and we are going to transition now to pray for one another. And as you gather… please. Let’s not put on a mask of religious pretense or pretend to be someone we are not..  you can be honest with each other.. If you’ve had a rough week.. say that you’ve had a rough week. I know that Jae whenever he asks us how we are doing this morning..he wants us to answer GOOD. And there is much truth in that.. Any day worshipping the Lord together with believers is a GOOD day. BUT. share your struggles with one another. if you any of you have been hurting, let us pray for you. If anybody is in need or needs help forgiving someone… let us pray into that with you. So pray for each others practical needs as well. 

BUT.. don’t stop there. TAKE all that… and root it back into the glory of God…

And lest we misunderstand.. when you pray the Lord’s prayer and prayer in general.. its not a magic recipe to get what you want. For example… you can pray the Lord’s prayer everyday - which INCLUDES .. FATHER - gives us our DAILY bread… and starve. Which is the reality FOR MANY Christians. We like to imagine that whenever we are in need, God will send mana to fall down from heaven or ravens to bring us bread like he did for Elijah.. but the reality is.. sometimes God’s people go hungry. BUT - remember the benediction I have been praying for you all week after week?  I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. NO DOUBT PAUL PRAYED FOR hist DAILY BREAD. BUT HE STARVED… In that context.. he says.. 13 I can do all things through him who strengthens me… (even starve). And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. God will grant us all the physical and spiritual provision necessary for us to glorify His name! To our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen!

And so, this s how we ought to pray:

FATHER.. sustain me daily with provision for my body for the sake of glorifying You.. and if that means in your infinite wisdom and love.. I would better serve your glory and Kingdom by starving.. Amen! Not my will but yours be done! And we pray for healing from cancer.. and post surgery pain… we pray for deliverance from hard times.. BUT again.. if in your infinite wisdom and love you decree that we would better glorify you through the pain… through the hardships.. then Lord… not my will. but yours be done! 

And as a teaser.. that’s what we will be looking at next week.. The connection between suffering and prayer.. and the return of our Lord Jesus Christ..

But I’ve gone on long enough… lets gather together in small groups and spend around 5 minutes or so sharing our hearts and praying for one another. 

