Introduction:  Happy Father’s Day! We are so thankful for all the fathers here.  God has placed your father in your life for a reason, and this special day reminds us again to be thankful for our fathers God has given us. 

I also want to also take time to thank everyone here. God has placed each one of you here for a reason. Bridge Church is where we are at today because of you. 

Next Sunday is our Grand Opening, and each one of you has had a part until now.  God has been using you in this church.  We cannot thank you enough for what you have been doing in this church. We can’t do this without you. Thank you for all your service for the Lord. 

By God’s grace, I believe our church is ready for the Grand Opening.   The welcoming department (the ushers and greeters) are prepared. The worship team is prepared. The Sunday School department is prepared. The mission department has done its part to spread the word about our Grand Opening. 

We have been doing a lot of preparation for this Grand Opening, but what about after the Grand Opening? Is our work finished? Can we sit back and relax now? 

The most exciting times will come after the Grand Opening.  We will probably be busier than before because by God’s grace this church will grow and we will have many more people to minister to.  There will be more opportunities to serve one another. There will be many seekers whom we can share Jesus with.  We will be making disciples and multiplying disciples of Christ. 
	This is exciting and this is what God has called the church to do. 

God has convicted me to preach a message to prepare you for the weeks, months, and years to come after the Grand Opening. 

What kind of church does God wants us to be?  How does God want to use you after the Grand Opening? What is our goal as a church? 

Having an end goal is so important. 
	Before you start cooking a meal, you decide what you will make. You don’t just throw ingredients in a bowl.  When a company makes a product, you have the end product in mind. A car company designs the car first before manufacturing the cars. 
A runner who runs a race aims for the goal and will not go off the course. 
Have you ever met a manager of a business or a company that says, “I don’t know what to do. Do whatever you want?” 

Goals are important and necessary. What is the goal of the church? What is the end goal of what we are doing here at Bridge Church? 
We are doing everything to glorify God, but God states something more specific in Ephesians 4:15. 

Ephesians 4:15 . . . we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ.
 
God desires our church to reflect Christ. The goal is Christlikeness. For the church to reflect Christ, each member in the church has to reflect Christ in our speech, attitude, actions, and how we treat one another.  We will never be perfect, but God desires you to be more like Jesus.

Application:   One thing to help us to live Christ like is to constantly ask the question “what would Jesus do” if He was at the Grand Opening. Jesus would show love to the new visitors. He would do that by greeting them, showing that he cares by trying to get to know the visitors. Jesus would not judge people by their outward appearances. Jesus would not be prideful, putting the visitors down. I can imagine Jesus being humble trying to find ways to serve the newcomers. We want to be imitators of Jesus every day in our life and continually thinking what would Jesus do? 

The goal is very clear, and most of you know the importance of becoming more like Christ. However, how can we reach that goal?  What do we need to do?   God has given us an answer in Ephesians 4:11-16. These verses are the GPS that tells us how we can reach the end goal of Christlikeness. 
I. The Word of God is necessary for Christlikeness. 

In v11 we have a list of people who are gifted.    What all these people have in common is that they are all gifted communicators of the Word of God.  

11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers,

The teaching of the Word of God will lead to our spiritual growth.  So, it is important to listen to the preaching of the Word and read the Bible each day on our own.

Notice now in verse 12.  The teaching of the Word will result in 3 things. 

12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ,
0. Results from the ministry of Word
1. Believers will be equipped  

Equipped for what? Continue reading. Equipped for the work of the ministry. 

God is preparing you for the ministry to serve God.  Ministry is not only the pastor’s  responsibility.  It is the responsibility of all believers.  God’s design for the church is for all believers to be involved.  

Application:  Attending church on Sunday is not enough.  God wants to use you.  
God may want you to teach Sunday School or to be involved in outreach. God may want you to meet one-on-one with another believer so you can disciple them. There are many ways you can minister in the church.  God has a great plan for you.

Transition: The reason we minister in the church is given in the last phrase.    
1. The body of Christ will be built 12  for building up the body of Christ,

We are building this body of Christ to reflect Jesus more. Remember the goal is for this church to reflect Jesus more. This task is more important than any building project in the world.

Illustration: One of the greatest buildings in the world is St. Paul’s Cathedral.  It took 35 years to build it.  The dome is 360 feet high.  The dome is 65000 tons.  130 million pounds.  There are beautiful paintings inside. There were thousands of workers involved in building this. Every worker had a part in building this. 
   
	You are also a part of building something much more magnificent called the body of Christ.  
I read a story about how a preacher asked questions to the workers building St. Paul’s Cathedral. The preacher asked, “what are you doing?”  One guy said, “I am sorting lumber.” One other person answered,  “I am only cutting stone.”  He went to another person and the person looked up and said,  “I am building  St. Paul’s Cathedral for Sir Christopher Wren.”  

Application: What a difference in response.  This should be our response.  I am building the body of Christ for God. Ask the person sitting next to you, what are you doing in the church? Respond I am building the body of Christ to Christlikeness. 
That is a wonderful and honorable work that cannot be compared to any other work. 
 
Transition: We are building the body of Christ to Christlikeness, but how do we know our church is growing? Verse 13 mentions 3 signs of maturity. 

Ephesians 4:13 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ

0. Pursue 3 signs of maturity
	   
1. First sign of maturity is for us to have a unity of the faith 
Faith here is not speaking about "believing faith” but belief in the content of the Word.  We want to be a Biblical church that follows the Word.  

2. The second sign of maturity is having an intimate knowledge of the Son of God.
Growing in a deeper knowledge of Jesus is the key. We want to have an intimate relationship with Jesus.  

3. The third sign of maturity is reflecting the fullness of Christ. 
We as a church want to reflects all the excellent characteristics of Christ. 	
We don’t want to be just growing in head knowledge. We want to grow in our love for one another. We want the church people to be joyful. Have peace. Patience, gentleness, self-control, humility. 
 
Transition: This maturing process is explained in v14-15.  The process is revealed first negatively in v14 - it is out of childhood.    

II. The maturing process of the church (14-15)
A. Growing out of childhood: Avoid false teaching
14 14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.
Verse 15 speaks about the positive process.  (14)
15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ,
B. Growing up to adulthood: Christlikeness (4:15)
Avoiding false teaching and Christlikeness happens by following verse 15.   

Speaking the truth in love. The truth is obviously the truth found in the Bible. We all will grow spiritually through the Word of God, and it has to be spoken in love. 

This is why Bible studies are important. We lovingly exhort and encourage one another with the Word of God. 

Transition: Let’s look at the final verse. 

In verse 16, Paul uses an illustration of the body to describe the final ingredient that helps you to become more like Christ. 
	Try to find who this verse is speaking about. 

III. Everyone in the church is necessary for Christlikeness. 16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.

Whole body, every joint, each part – that is each one of us. All of us are the key to each other’s spiritual growth.
Okay. What should each one of us be doing? There are two expressions that describe our responsibility. First, we have to be joined. Second, we have to be held together. 

0. We all have to be joined together

Illustration: We have to be like the joints in our body. Your knees, elbows, and shoulder consist of sockets and balls.  Those bones were deliberately designed by God, so they can fit and join to each other.  As a result, the two parts work together to function properly.

Application: This is the same in the church.  Each one of us are made differently to be able to work together to serve God.  
When we fit and work together, we can do great things for God. 

Transition: Secondly, we have to be held together.

0. We all have to be held together

Being held together goes beyond a ball just fitting a socket.     
You think of a bolt and a nut that is threaded, that is designed adaptation.  The bolt and nut can be held together and hard to separate because of its unique design.   
That is designed adaptation. 

Application: That is a beautiful picture of the church.  

God desires our church to be a community that is close knit. A bond that cannot be broken easily. 	
	We are a family that can call one another brothers and sisters. There is an intimate connection and bond that takes place because of Jesus. 


The illustration of a body is a perfect illustration to describe how we should work and function in the church.
	  
Illustration of the human body:  How many of you are Canucks fan? When I watch those hockey players, I am impressed with what the human body is capable to do.  They can skate so fast and get the puck in the net so accurately.  There are many parts of our body that works together to do that.
We got a whole body of 206 bones connected to each other.  There are about 600 muscles in our body.  The blood vessels in an adult body are about 100,000 kilometers long.  That can go around the world 4 times. There are the nerves that go all over your body. Whole thing is draped by 9 pounds of skin. All the parts are held together by living cells.  
Every part of the body is working in perfect unity to do complicated work like playing hockey or playing an instrument.

The church is the same.  When this whole body works together in unity, God can accomplish great things.  I have been seeing this already through all the preparation for the Grand Opening. If we continue to work together in unity, God will accomplish greater things here at Bridge Church.


0. We all have to use our spiritual gifts and do our part
If even one person neglects his part, the church will not function properly. 

Illustration: Think of a watch, the watch will start ticking when each part fits together and is working together. The church is exactly the same.
When you have a hockey team, every player has to play his part or the team will lose.  All the other team members can be healthy and in perfect condition, but that one player will make the team not function. 

If you are a finger, do not exercise being an arm.  God doesn't want you to be an arm.  You have to be you and do your part.  
Even if that organ may not be doing as much compared to the other parts, each organ is its only kind in the body.  So you shouldn’t be saying, “I am not gifted compared to that person.”  
Those 10 fingers can do a lot of different things that the rest of the body cannot do.  The ministry my hands have makes me love those fingers, and I will hate to lose them.  Can you imagine cutting your fingers off your hands?  It will be so painful and there will be so many things that I will not be able to do without my fingers.  
What will happen if you cut your fingers and leave them on the street for one week or one month? It will rot. When we are cut off from a local church, we will also rot spiritually. We cannot live on our own.
 
Application:  There is a special way that God wants to use you.  When you fulfill your part in the church, it will give you great joy. You can make a big influence in the life of others to help them grow spiritually. God wants to use you.

Transition Our church will not grow to the maturity of Christ on our own strength. Look at verse 16. 

0. [bookmark: _GoBack]We all have to rely on the power of God
 when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.

That word “working” is the word “energeia”, and we get the word energy from it.  Most of the time, it is used for God's energy and His active power.

	We need God’s help and empowering.  That is why we have to spend much time in prayer before anything we do. Let’s spend extra time every day to pray this week before the Grand Opening.

Transition: There is another element that is crucial.

0. We all have to love one another
 maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.
 
Love is crucial for the building and maturing of the church.  When you minister to others and use your gifts in the church, if it is not done in love, it will not help the body.  

May we continually love Him with all of our heart, and soul, and might. Then things will fall in place. Our marriages, our attitude towards work, our family relationships, and God’s work in the church.
Loving one another will bring unity. The church will reflect Jesus.  Jesus said, by this people will know that you are my disciple, by how you love one another. 

Conclusion:  Today, we have looked at the importance of knowing the end goal. The end goal for the church is to grow to Christlikeness. Each believer becoming Christ like is the goal.

There is hope of attaining Christlikeness.  This is really exciting. 
This goal can be reached through the Word of God, knowing more about the person and work of Jesus, and speaking the truth of the Word in love.

Most importantly, Christlikeness is accomplished when every person in the church is doing his or her part. We are like the joints in the body, the nut and the bolt, we are uniquely designed, to meet each other’s need so we can work together to do God’s work. Without you, the church will not be able to function to the fullest potential.  
We also have to rely on God in prayer, and God will do great things. We also have to do everything in love.

Let’s keep these things in mind as we spend the next one week before the Grand Opening.  If we follow today’s text, you will grow, and the church as a whole will grow, and the visitors will see Christ in you and in the church.  
	2000 years ago, Jesus walked on earth with a real physical body, and people were astonished as they saw Jesus. 
	Today, Jesus is not walking on earth with a physical body, but people all over the world can see Jesus through each local church.  Each church is a walking testimony of Jesus. This is why God wants the church to grow to the maturity of Jesus. 
My prayer is that many visitors will see Jesus Christ through our church. 
 

Closing Prayer
Benediction: 20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, 21 Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.
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