CASUAL SERVICE w/HOLY COMMUNION MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA
Saturday 5:30 p.m.

Date: __05/03/25 Season: __EASTER 3 (WHITE)
PASTOR_Rev. Orin W Cummings, PhD VICAR__Jackson Reynolds, MDiv
ASSISTING_Vickie Donnell LECTOR__Irene Chaloupecky
ORGANIST__Marilyn Boston A/V__Drew Bowman

DISTRIBUTION MINISTERS _ Vicar Jackson and Vickie Donnell

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God.

CALL TO WORSHIP

Sing praise to the Lord, all you faithful;

give thanks in holy remembrance.

In celebration of our baptism, we worship

In the name of God: Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Baptized into Christ's death and resurrection,
and called to live the baptized life,
let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water may be poured before or during the thanksgiving.

Holy God,

we give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that make a people your own,

that restore to wholeness,

and empower us to be witnesses in your name.
Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,

waters that strengthen believers

and give new life to beloved servants of your church;
waters that extend your boundless love

and cross barriers of our own making.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that open the hearts of believers

and give a voice in the night to those in captivity;
waters that set your people on a new path,
rejoicing in the Spirit's power.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One,

that our every day is shaped by these waters

that give us our very lives in you.

We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One.
Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN

Gather Us In
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1 Here in this place the new light is stream-ing, now is the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys-try, we arc the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
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van - ished a - way; sce in this space our  fears and our dream-ings

yearn for your face;
bread of new birth,

we have been sung through - out
here you shall call

your

all of his - try,
sons and your daugh-ters,

light years a - way— here in this place the new light is shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the earth.
now 18 the king - dom, and now 1s the day.
0y
)" . 1T L | )
4 N | ] T | | N | N I T | ] N
1 | — ! A ] | | ! '
ng—d—d—d—t & R —
&
Gath-er us in, the lost and for - sak - en, gath-er us in, the
Gath-er wus in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er us in, the
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us to eat the
Gath-er us in and hold us for -ev - er gath-er us in  and
n ) : [————
)7 T I T 1 I I I |
A ! I - qi P )
il | I. X
G - : .

blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall a - wak-en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so  meek and so low -ly,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er us in, all peo-ples to - geth -er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.

Text: Marty Haugen, b, 1950
Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen

Text and music @ 1982 GIA Publications Inc.. 7404 S. Mason Ave.. Chicago. TL. 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints we laud your
majesty and might. By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us and
inspire us to follow Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
THE FIRST READING FROM ACTS 9:1-6, [7-20]

1Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to
the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that
if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them
bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus,
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and
heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” He asked,
“Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “l am Jesus, whom you are

persecuting. ¢ But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to
do.” [’The men who were traveling with him stood speechless because they
heard the voice but saw no one. 8 Saul got up from the ground, and though his
eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought
him into Damascus. ? For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor
drank. ' Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to
him in a vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here | am, Lord.” "' The Lord said to
him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look
for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, '2and he has seen
in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he
might regain his sight.” 13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, | have heard from many
about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; “and
here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your

name.” 5 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom | have
chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of
Israel; 141 myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my
name.” 7 So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and
said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has
sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”
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18 And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was
restored. Then he got up and was baptized, '? and after taking some food, he
regained his strength.

For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 22 and immediately he
began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.”]

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

THE SECOND READING FROM REVELATION 5:11-14

""Then | looked, and | heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne
and the living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and
thousands of thousands, 2singing with full voice,

“Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered

to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might

and honor and glory and blessing!”
13Then | heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in
the sea, and all that is in them, singing,

“To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb

be blessing and honor and glory and might

forever and ever!”
14 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and
worshiped.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

SPECIAL MUSIC Lana Tsilinski Kucherenko
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GOSPEL

Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel.
The Holy Gospel according to John the 215t Chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.

I After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself again to
the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. 2Gathered
there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in
Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 3Simon Peter said to
them, “l am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out
and got info the boat, but that night they caught nothing.
4Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know
that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They
answered him, “No.” ¢He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat,
and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in
because there were so many fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter,
“It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some
clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. 8 But the other disciples came
in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only
about a hundred yards off. ?When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal
fire there, with fish on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish
that you have just caught.” 1'So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net
ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so
many, the net was not torn. '2 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.”
Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew
it was the Lord. '3 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did
the same with the fish. 4This was now the third fime that Jesus appeared to the
disciples after he was raised from the dead. '*When they had finished breakfast,
Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?e”
He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my
lambs.” 16 A second fime he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?2” He
said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my
sheep.” VHe said fo him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?2” And he
said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that | love you.” Jesus said to
him, “Feed my sheep. '8 Very truly, | tell you, when you were younger, you used to
fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you
will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and
take you where you do not wish to go.” 17 (He said this to indicate the kind of death
by which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Pastor/Assisting Minister/Lector/Vicar/Cantor/Congregation



CASUAL SERVICE w/HOLY COMMUNION MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA
Saturday 5:30 p.m.

SERMON Pastor Orin Cummings

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 449

We Know That Christ Is Raised
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1 We know that Christ is raised and dies no more.
2 We share by wa - ter in his sav - ing death.
3 The Fa - ther’s splen - dor clothes the Son with  life.
4 A new cre - a - tion comes to life  and grows
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Em-braced by death, he broke its fear - ful hold,
Re - born, we share with  him an FEas - ter life,
The Spir - it’s fis - sion shakes the church of God.
as Christ’s new bod - y takes on flesh and blood.
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and our de - spair he turned to blaz - ing joy.
as liv - ing mem - bers  of our Sav - ior Christ.
Bap-tized, we live with God the Three in One.
The uw - m - verse re - stored and whole will  sing:
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Do I !
Hal - le - lu - jah!

Text: John B. Geyer, b. 1932
Music: ENGELBERG, Charles V. Stanford, 18521924
Text © John B. Geyer.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA

With the whole church, let us affirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed:

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share a sign of God's peace with one another.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church,
the world, and open our hearts to your will.

A brief silence.

Your love sustains the church and its ministries. By that love, equip youth
directors, Sunday school and Confirmation teachers, and all who guide
formation in the church to nurture vibrant, living faith among your people. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Your abundance is made known throughout creation. Preserve oceans and
rivers, lakes and estuaries so that all creatures living in them might flourish. Make
us wise stewards of our local watersheds. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Your wisdom guides all who strive for justice and peace. Strengthen the work of
grassroots organizers, especially among communities on the frontlines of justice
work. Amplify the voices of those most in need, that their leadership guides the
way forward. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Your compassion surrounds all who are in need. We pray for all people
experiencing poverty and food insecurity, and for all struggling with debt and
economic uncertainty. Reassure all who experience hopelessness or need your
tender care especially the sick — Cathy, Jo Ann, Jack, Christa, Jackie, Kin, Mark,
lan, Linda, Casey, Mark, Bob, Tommy, and Beverly. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You invite all people to your table of grace. Make this a community of radical
hospitality where all feel loved and celebrated. Show us how to better welcome
visitors and bless the ministries of hospitality in this place. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We praise you for the witness of your saints of all times and places, especially
Monica, mother of Augustine. May their lives of faith guide us in our own journeys
with you, today and every day. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, frusting that you are

always with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.
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MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever.

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the table of grace.
Receive the gift of new life.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA

DISTRIBUTION HYMN ELW 607
Come, Ye Disconsolate
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1 Come, ye dis - con - so - late, wher - e’er ye lan - guish;
2 Joy of the des - o - late, light of the stray - ing,
3 Here see the Bread of life; see wa -ters flow - ing
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hope of the pen - 1- tent, fade - less and  pure;
forth from the throne of God, pure from a - bove.
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Here bring your wound - ed hearts,  here tell your an - guish;
here speaks the Com - fort- er, ten - der - ly say - ing,
Come to the feast of love; come, ev - cr know - ing
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earth has no SOT - TOW that heav’n can - not heal.
“Earth has no 0T - TOW that heav’n can - not cure”
earth has no SOr - FOW but  heav’n can re - move.

Text: Thomas Moore, 1779-1852, sts. 1-2; Thomas Hastings, 1784-1872, st. 3
Music: CONSOLATOR, Samuel Webbe Sr., 1740-1816
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN ELW 485
I Am the Bread of Life
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“And I will raise you up, and I will raise you up,
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and I will raise you  up on the last day.”
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Text: Suzanne Toolan, RsM, b 1927, based on John 6

Music: [ AM THE BREAD, Suzanne Toolan, Ry

Text and music © | 966, [970, | 986, 1993 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. SD0.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission,
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TABLE BLESSING
POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Living One,

in this feast you have made yourself known to us.
Send us now to tell of your wonders,

sing of your glory,

and proclaim your risen life

to a wounded and weary world.

Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

The friune God,

who was, who is, and who is to come,
Sovereign, *+ Savior, and Spirit,

light your way with resurrection dawn,
now and always.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN ELW 661
I Love to Tell the Story
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11 love to tell the sto - ry of un - seen things a - bove,
2 1 love to tell the sto - ry:how pleas-ant to re - peat
3 1 love to tell the sto - ry, for those who know it best
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what seems, each time I tell it more won-der-ful - ly sweet!
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1 love to tell the sto - ry, be - cause 1 know it’s true;
I love to tell the sto - ry, for some have nev - er heard
And when, in scenes of glo - ry, 1 sing the new, new song,
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it sat - is - fies my long-ings as noth - ing else would do.
the mes-sage of sal - va - tion from God’s own ho - ly word.
ru sing the old, old sto - ry that I have loved so long.
Refrain
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to tell the old, old sto-ry of Je -sus and his love.

Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834-1911
Music: HANKEY, William E. Fischer, 1849-1936
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MISSION STATEMENT

Guided by the Gospel, we:

Welcome all to worship;

Make disciples;

Hunger for ministry;

Nurture youth;

Gather resources for growing ministries;
Offer healing and care to all in need.

DISMISSAL

Allelvia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Allelvia!

OFFERING
(Please place gifts in the plates as you leave)

POSTLUDE
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