PROVIDENCE REFORMED CHURCH
May 4, 2025; All this the Lord willing
May 7: Lay Preaching Class
May 10: Church Picnic at Cascade Township Park 5:00PM
May 16: Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 6:30AM
May 19: Annual Congregational Meeting 7:00PM
May 20: Consistory Meeting
May 21: Titus 2
May 29: Ascension Day
Collection Schedule
Today: General Benevolent
May 11: General Christian Education Fund
Nursery Schedule
Today: AM Anastasia George, Barb Meeuwse, Joel VanderBoon
PM Faith VanderBoon, Olivia Dykema, Jenna Boerkoel
May 11: AM Allison Kelderman, Pat Sweetman, Justus Bazen
PM Maria Verbeek, Kristen Bazen, Hudson Klaasen
May 18: AM Jane Heikoop, Ruth Hoogmoed, Carter Schipper
PM Kim Boerkoel, Linda Lanning, Tanner Klaasen

Youth Group
Tonight: Singalong at R. Hoogmoed’s home

May 16: Restore West Michigan 5:30PM
Announcements

® The church family picnic is at Cascade Township Park on Saturday,
May 10 at 5:00PM. Please bring a main dish with either a side or
dessert.

® Men’s Fellowship Breakfast is planned for Friday, May 16 at 6:30AM
at Mr Burger on Lake Michigan Drive. RSVP to Jason Klaasen
jason@grandequipment.com by May 9.

® Save the date: Saturday, Sept 20 — Timotheos Fundraiser at the
Meeuwse’s farm.

® Ray and Linda Lanning thank the congregation for the many tokens of
love shown to us as we grieve the loss of our dear mother. Thank you to
Pastor Johan and Anna for their kind visit and meditation. Thank you
too to the Titus 2 ladies group for the lovely plant. It had been our joy
and a source of blessing to fellowship with you all. May God continue
to build up His church through the faithful preaching of the Word and
through the tangible love of the brethren for one other.

® Envelopes are available in the foyer for donations to support the South
Africa mission.

® (Grace Christian Academy invites you to the Spring Music Night on
Thursday, May 8, 7:00PM in the GCA gym with performances from the
High School Concert Band and The High School Choir.

Meditation

God delays His judgment (Revelation 7:1-2)

We have arrived at Revelation 7:1, which begins with the words, “And after
these things.” What things? The sixth seal is opened, creation is disrupted
and dismantled, and we hear the earth's inhabitants cry in mortal distress:
“The great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?” John
then sees four angels standing at the four corners of the earth. These angels
stand in the north, east, south, and west. Together, they have power over the
whole earth. What is our human power... nothing. When God intervenes,
and creation is dismantled, deadly fear remains. But look at the power of
God's heavenly servants; four angels together can rule the whole earth with
their power. If they are so powerful, how great is God's power, since they
derive their power from God? Can we imagine that on Judgment Day, man
will be in mortal agony at the sight of God and His power? But on the other
hand, what this vision here in Revelation 7:1 is for God’s people. The
power of their God surpasses every other power. We read that these four
angels “hold the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on
the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree.” Who are these four angels? We
read in verse 2b: “The four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth
and the sea.” These four angels are to carry out God's judgment; they have
received power from God to carry out judgments that affect the whole
creation: sea and earth, yes, even those mighty trees, everything. These are
the judgments we read about at the end of chapter 6. The judgments we
heard about when the sixth seal was broken. We read this in Revelation
6:12-14: “And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there
was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and
the moon became as blood; And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even
as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind.
And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every
mountain and island were moved out of their places.” But these angels,
who are ready to carry out their task, must wait... What does this teach us?
That everything is firmly in God's hands. Everything is ready to carry out
the final judgment. But in His love, grace, and mercy, there is still a delay...
Next time, we will hear about that delay. But for now, let us reflect on the
precious thought that God is delaying His final judgment and that there is
still time for mercy. Let us reflect on the fact that no matter what happens,
even if the Earth is destroyed, God is in charge and has everything under
control. Rev J.Th. Pronk



