Name: Pastor Paula Mooney
Series/Subject: Prayer
Title: The Prayer of Praise and Worship Part 2
Date: 5/4/2025
Confession: This is my Bible, the Living Word of God. I am, what the Word says I am. I have what the Word says I have. I can do, everything the Word says I can do, and I will do it, in Jesus Name!
Text: Ephesians 6:18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints— (some translations say: All kinds of prayer.)
Proposition/Purpose: Learning how to pray effectively is one of the most important things a believer can ever do in his/her Christian Walk.  We want to get results! A believer’s prayer life should be based and built upon the Word of God.  As we look at these principles together, determine to get them into your heart so you can practice them in your own private prayer life. 

I. Ministering to the Lord Brings Deliverance
1. Acts 16:22-25 Then the multitude rose up together against them; and the magistrates tore off their clothes and commanded them to be beaten with rods. 23 And when they had laid many stripes on them, they threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to keep them securely. 24 Having received such a charge, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them.



2. Acts 13:2 As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, “Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 



II. The Midnight Hour
1. Acts 16:25 But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them.
A. Think about this - When Paul and Silas sang praises to God:
1) Their backs were still in the same condition as before - bleeding and hurting.
2) Their feet were still in stocks.
3) They were still in the inner prison.
4) It was still midnight. The situation was bad and it had not changed.
5) They had no manifestation of help or deliverance at all when they began singing and praising God.



2. Application: I am convinced that if most Believers would quit continuing to pray over and over about the same things and would begin praising God, it would not be long until their answers would come. It would not be long until the praises of God would dispel their midnight hour - the test and trials they are facing. At midnight Paul and Silas prayed and sang praises. Praise and worship gets the job done! Notice Paul and Silas did not pray and then gripe and complain about their circumstances.




III. Entering His Rest
1. Hebrews 4:3 For we who have believed do enter that rest, as He has said: “So I swore in My wrath, ‘They shall not enter My rest,’ although the works were finished from the foundation of the world.



2. Application: Say this: I refuse to enter the pressure and the stress. Instead, I choose to enter His rest.



IV. Singing Praises Unto God
1. Acts 16:25 But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them.



2. Matthew 12:34b For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.



3. Acts 16:25-26 But about midnight, as Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God, and the [other] prisoners were listening to them, 26 Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the very foundations of the prison were shaken; and at once all the doors were opened and everyone’s shackles were unfastened.



4. John 16:33 “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”



5. Isaiah 61:3 … “put on the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness” 



6. Hebrews 13:15 Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name.
A. Why is it a sacrifice - one reason is that it takes effort. When we do not feel like it but by faith we enter in, by faith we open our mouth, by faith we dance before the Lord!! 
B. It is by faith and as you enter in - the chains begin to break, as we open our mouth and sing praises to our God, as we turn our eyes on Jesus then the things of the earth will grow strangely dim.
C. WE ARE GOING FROM VICTORY TO VICTORY!!




