Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, Washington, IL
Third Sunday of Easter — Baptismal Anniversary
May 4, 2025

Prelude
Welcome — Please take a moment to sign the black attendance books in the pews.
Good Shepherd Sunday

Remembering our Baptism: Will the members who were baptized between January
thru April please come forward.

We believe that our baptism is one of the most important day of our lives, because
on that day God called us each by name and claimed us as his own forever. The
Lord adopts us into his family and makes us a part of the Body of Christ in the
church.

So it is good to remember and celebrate that day when our baptism happened

Today we recognize those whom we know were baptized in the first quarter of the
year. These are the names of those who are listed with a baptismal anniversary
from January-April so we might recognize that glorious event.

As we celebrate the baptismal anniversaries of these people, we should also
remember our own. The moment where each of us were joined together with the
cross of Christ.

Today, you are washed clean by the receiving of the water in the remembrance of
your baptism.

A reading from Galatians: “In Christ Jesus you are all children of God through
faith. As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with
Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no
longer male or female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.”

When you were baptized you were claimed by God and marked with the cross of
Christ forever. Today, we celebrate your baptism with thanksgiving and joy.

We affirm that baptism and its ongoing power in our
lives. Baptism makes us children of God and followers of Jesus as long as we live
and in heaven forever.

Together with all the people of God, I ask you to profess Faith Lutheran Church
your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith | 2206 Washington Rd,

of the church. Washington, IL 61571
Website and online worship:
www.shareourfaith.org
Church: 309-745-9306
faithlth@shareourfaith.org
Pastor Mike Rahlf

Home: 563-495-3485
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Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy
God, the powers of this world that rebel against God,
and the ways of sin that draw you from God?

Response: 1 renounce them.
Do you believe in God the Father?

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Y ou have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in

the covenant God made with you in holy baptism:

C

to live among God’s faithful people,

to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?

The group makes affirmation:
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

The minister addresses the assembly.

P

I ask all the people of God, do you promise to support and pray for these

baptized and for one another in your life in Christ?

C

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.



The presiding minister prays for God’s blessing.

Let us pray. Gracious God we thank you for the new life you give us through Holy
Baptism. Bless each person here as they mark the anniversary of their baptism.

We give you thanks, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth,
cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in all your people the gift of
your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your
presence both now and forever. Make us faithful to follow you as long as we live.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

May you live in God’s peace and follow Jesus as you live out your baptism.
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.

C And also with you
Let us share that peace with one another.
*Hymn: “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!” Red Book #873
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1 Re - joice, ye pure in heart! Re - joice, give thanks,and sing;
2 With voice as full and strong  as 0 - cean’s surg - ing praise,
3 With all the an - gel  choirs, with all the saints on earth
4 Still Iift your stan-dard high, still march in firm ar - ray,
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your fes - tal ban - ner wave on high, the cross of Christ your king.
send forth the stur - dy hymnsof old, the psalms of an - cient days.
pour out the strains of joy and bliss, true rap - ture, no - blest mirth.
as  pil - grims through the dark - nesswend till dawns the gol-den day.
Refrain
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Re - joice! Re - joice! Re - joice, give thanks, and sing!
5 At last the march shall end; 6 Praise God who reigns on high,
the wearied ones shall rest; the Lord whom we adore:
the pilgrims find their home at last,  the Father, Son, and Spirit blest,
Jerusalem the blest. Refrain one God forevermore. Refrain

Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 1821-1891, alt. Music: Marion, Arthur H. Messiter, 1834-1916; Public Domain



P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

Hymn of Praise
Q Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia,
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who was slain, whose blood set us free to be peo - ple of God.
Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
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al-le -lu-1a, al-1le - lu - 1a. 2Pow - er, rich-es, wis-dom, and
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strength, and hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are his.
Refrain
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al-le -lu-1a, al-le - lu - 1a. 3Sing with all the peo - ple of
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God, and join in the hymnof all cre - a

tion: Bless - ing, hon-or,
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glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lamb for-ev-er. A men.

P The Lord be with you
C And also with you.
Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day
Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints we laud your
majesty and might. By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us and
inspire us to follow Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

Children’s Message

Refrain
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First Reading — Acts 9:1-6 7-20 Pew Bible Page #889
!'Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to
the high priest ? and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if
he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them
bound to Jerusalem. * Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus,
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. * He fell to the ground and heard
a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” ° He asked, “Who
are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. ® But get
up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” ” The men who
were traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no
one. ¥ Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see
nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. ° For three
days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.

10Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him
in a vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” ! The Lord said to him,
“Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a
man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, 1> and he has seen in a
vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might
regain his sight.” 1* But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about
this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; ' and here he has
authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.” ' But the Lord
said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name
before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; '°I myself will show him
how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 7 So Ananias went and
entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord
Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain
your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” !® And immediately something like
scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was
baptized, '” and after taking some food, he regained his strength.

For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 2° and immediately he
began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.”

Al

R The Word of the Lord
C Thanks be to God




Psalm 30 (Read responsively)
'T will exalt you, O LORD, because you have lifted me up
and have not let my enemies triumph over me.
20 Lorp my God, I cried out to you,
and you restored me to health.
3You brought me up, O LORD, from the dead;
you restored my life as [ was going down to the grave.
4Sing praise to the LORD, all you faithful;
give thanks in holy remembrance.
> God’s wrath is short; God’s favor lasts a lifetime.
Weeping spends the night, but joy comes in the morning.
®While I felt secure, I said,
“I shall never be disturbed.
"You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains.’
Then you hid your face, and I was filled with fear.
81 cried to you, O LORD;
I pleaded with my Lord, saying,
? “What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the pit?
Will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness?
10 Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me;
O LORD, be my helper.”
1Y ou have turned my wailing into dancing;
you have put off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy.
12 Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing;
O LORD my God, I will give you thanks forever.

9

Second Reading —Revelation 5:11-14 Pew Bible Page# 1004-
"' Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and
the living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and
thousands of thousands, !% singing with full voice,

“Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered

to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might

and honor and glory and blessing!”
B3 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the
sea, and all that is in them, singing,

“To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb

be blessing and honor and glory and might

forever and ever!”
4 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and
worshiped.

R The Word of the Lord
C Thanks be to God
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia. Al-le-1lu - ia.

Gospel Reading — John 21:1-19 Pew Bible Page #879
C Glory to you, O Lord:-

! After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself again to
the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. 2 Gathered
there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in
Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. * Simon Peter said to
them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went
out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. * Just after daybreak,
Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. > Jesus
said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him,

“No.” ®He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will
find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there
were so many fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!”
When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was
naked, and jumped into the sea. ® But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging
the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards
off. * When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it,
and bread. '° Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just
caught.” ! So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large
fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not
torn. !2 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples
dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the Lord. '3 Jesus
came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. !* This
was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from
the dead.

15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of
John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that
I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” ' A second time he said to him,
“Simon son of John, do you love me?”” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I
love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” !” He said to him the third time,
“Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the



third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything;
you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. '® Very truly, I tell
you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever
you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone
else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to

go.” 1Y (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.)
After this he said to him, “Follow me.”

The Gospel of the Lord C Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon by Pastor Mike Rahlf
Sermon Hymn: “Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us” Red Book #789
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1 Sav-ior like a shep-herd lead us; much we need your ten - der care.
2 We are yours; in love be - friend us, be the guard-ian of our way;
3 You have prom-ised to re - ceive us, poor and sin - ful though we be;
4 Ear-ly let us seek your fa - vor, wear -ly let us do your will
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In  your pleas-ant pas-tures feed us, for our use your fold pre-pare.
keep your flock, from sin de - fend us, seek us when we go  a-stray.
you have mer-cy to re- lieve us, grace tocleanse,and pow’r to free.

bless-ed Lord and on -ly Sav - ior, with your love our spir - its fill.
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to  you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved wus, love us still
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved wus, love us still.

Text: attr. Dorothy A. Thruapp, 1779-1847 Music: Bradbury, William B. Bradbury, 1816—1868 Public Domain



Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “God in your mercy,”
please respond, “Hear our prayer.”

Offering: Jesus gives us life, hope, and salvation. Let us commit w

ourselves to God and joyfully lift our offerings to the Lord.

Please take a moment to give an offering to the church on the website E%
with the Tithe.ly app or bring your gift to the plate during communion. E

Offering Prgyer . . Faith Lutheran website
P Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures link
among us, opening your heart to the world. As we prepare to

feast on your bountiful love,

deepen our commitment to sharing those

treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ.
C Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving \ o |
The Lord be with you. %
And also with you. up
Lift up your hearts P '

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. .
It 1s right to give our thanks and praise. haibe:

P It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy... with the church on earth and the hosts
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow'r and might,
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est



Holy Communion

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

C The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy  on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.



Communion Distribution

Communion Hymn: “The Lord’s My Shepherd” Red Book #778
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1 The Lord’s my shep-herd; I'll not want. He makes me down to lie

2 My soul he doth re - store a - gain, and me to walk doth make

3 Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, yet will I fear no ill;

4 My ta - ble thou hast rich - ly spread in pres-ence of my foes;

5 Good-ness and mer - cy all my life shall sure-ly fol-low me,
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in pas - tures green; he lead-eth me the qui-et wa - ters by

with - in the paths of righ-teous-ness,e’en for his own name’s sake;
for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me com - fort still;
my  head thou dost with oil a - noint,and my cup o - ver - flows.

and in God’s house for - ev - er - more my dwell-ing-place shall be;
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He lead-eth me, he lead-eth me the qui-et wa - ters by.
with - in the paths of righ-teous-ness, e’en for his own name’s sake.

for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me com - fort  still.
My  head thou dost with o1l a - noint,and my cup o - ver - flows.
and in God’s house for - ev - er - more my dwell-ing-place shall be.

Text: The Psalms of David in Meeier, Edinburgh, 1650
Music: BROTHER JAMES’ AIR, James L Macbeth Bain
Reprinted under OneLicense.net#A-711151

Communion Prayer

P God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

Announcements

Blessing

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.



C Amen
Hymn: “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!” Red Book # 393
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1 A hymn of glo-ry let wus sing! New hymns through-out the world shall
2 The ho -1y ap - os-tol -ic band up - on the Mount of Ol - ives
3 To whom the shin-ing an-gels cry, “Why stand and gaze up - on the
4 “You see him now, as-cend-ing high up to the por-tals of the
5 O ris - en Christ, as-cend-ed Lord, all praise to you let earth ac-
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ring: Al-le - Iu - i1a! Al-le - lu - ia! Christ, by a road be - fore un -
stand, Al-le - lu - 1a! Al-le - lu - 1a! and with his faith-ful fol-I’wers
sky?”  Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! “This i1s the Sav-ior!” thus they
sky”  Al-le - lu - 1a! Al-le - lu - ia! “Here - af - ter Je - sus you shall
cord: Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! You are, while end-less ag - es
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trod, as - cends un - to the throne of God.
see  their Lord as-cend in maj - es - ty.
say, “this is his glo-rious tri-umph day!” Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le -
see re - turn-ing in great maj - es - ty.”
run, with Fa - ther and with Spir - it  one.
n “ ] ]
SR ' T
(o B — . - ..
lu -ia! Al-le - Iu - 1a, al-le - lu - 1a, al-le - lu - ia!

Text: Bede,673-735, tr. Lutheran Boof of Worship
Music: Geistliche Kirchengesange, , Koln, 1623

Text 1978 Lutheran Boof of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Reprinted under OneLicense.net#A711151

Dismissal
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

Postlude

Liturgy and texts from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #23628



