FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Third & Terry, Longmont, Colorado
(303) 776-2800 | www.firstluth.org
Pastor Garrett Struessel and Deacon Korra Looschen

Third Sunday of Easter

Easter Sunday, May 4, 2025
9:30 a.m.
We welcome you to worship!
Please fill out the blue worship card and place it in the offering plate later in the service.
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!
In the name of + the One who was, who is, and who is to come.

Amen.

Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live the baptized life, let us give thanks for the gifts of
baptism.

Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that make a people your own, that restore to
wholeness, and empower us to be witnesses in your name.

Baptized into you, O Living One,
make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that strengthen believers and give new life to beloved serv-
ants of your church; waters that extend your boundless love and cross barriers of our own making.

Baptized into you, O Living One,
make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open the hearts of believers and give a voice in the night
to those in captivity; waters that set your people on a new path, rejoicing in the Spirit’s power.

Baptized into you, O Living One,
make us one as you are one.

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is shaped by these waters that give us our very lives
in you. We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One.

Amen.
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“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing”

ELW 385vs. 1,2,4
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Text: Cyril A. Alington, 1872-1955, alt.

Music: Melchior Vulpius, 1570-1615
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Text © 1958, ren. 1986 Hymns Ancient and Modern, admin. Hope Publishing Company
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints we laud your majesty and might. By
the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us and inspire us to follow Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
ANTHEM “Song of the Lamb by Amy Tate Williams” Chancel Choir
WORD
READINGS

Acts 9:1-6 [7-20]

Saul (later called Paul) was an ardent persecutor of all who followed the Way of Christ. This reading recounts the
story of his transformation beginning with an encounter with Jesus Christ on the way to Damascus.

1Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2and asked him
for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he
might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light
from heaven flashed around him. * He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you
persecute me?” 5He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. ¢ But
get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” [? The men who were traveling with him stood
speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. 8 Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were
open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. ¢ For three days he was
without sight and neither ate nor drank.

10 Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” He an-
swered, “Here I am, Lord.” "' The Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of
Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man
named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” ¥ But Ananias answered,
“Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem, *and
here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.” > But the Lord said to him, “Go,
for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before gentiles and kings and before the people of
Israel; ¢ I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17 So Ananias went and en-
tered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your
way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” '* And immediately
something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, ' and after
taking some food, he regained his strength. For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 2 and imme-
diately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.”]

Word of God, word of life
Thanks be to God



Revelation 5:11-14

The vision of John recorded in Revelation offers a glimpse of cosmic worship around the throne. At its center is “the
Lamb who was slain.”

1'Then Ilooked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living creatures and the el-
ders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 2 singing with full voice, “Worthy is the
Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and bless-
ing!” 3 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea and all that is in
them, singing, “To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might for-
ever and ever!” * And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and worshiped.

Word of God, word of life
Thanks be to God

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Page 151
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter-nal life.

GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 215t chapter beginning at the 1+t verse.
Glory to you, O Lord.
John 21:1-19

The risen Christ appears again to his disciples by the sea where they were first called. After echoes of the fishing and
feeding miracles, he gives a final reminder of the cost of a disciple’s love and obedience.

1 After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberi-
as, and he showed himself in this way. 2 Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Na-
thanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am
going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they
caught nothing. *Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach, but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus.>
Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” ¢ He said to them, “Cast the
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net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in
because there were so many fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Pe-
ter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he had taken it off, and jumped into the sea. ¢ But
the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a
hundred yards off. * When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. 1°Jesus
said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” ' So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net
ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them, and though there were so many, the net was not torn. 12
Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are The Gospel
of the Lord

Praise to you, O Christ
SERMON Guest Pastor Monica Butler

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS

WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS TO
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these
people, one with us in the body of Christ, whom we welcome as new members into the life and ministry of this
congregation.

Today, we welcome Tim Beaschler, Erin Ross, Paul and Alex Rutt, Kirsten Simpson, sisters and brothers in Christ,
led by the Holy Spirit to join us in Mission.

With the whole church, let us confess our faith, using the Apostle's Creed.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of God. We are called to live
among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news
of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for jus-
tice and peace in all the earth.

Sisters and brothers in Christ, do you intend to continue in the
covenant of your baptism among God’s people in this place?
Ido, and I ask God to help and guide me.

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for these new members in their life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

We give you thanks for our new members whom you have drawn to yourself by the love of Jesus Christ and
whom we have welcomed into this household of faith. Keep us close together in your Spirit, in the breaking of
bread and the prayers, and in service to others.

Let us welcome these sisters and brothers in Christ to this

community of faith.
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to God and proclaim
the good news to all the world.

Tim Beaschler
Erin Ross
Paul and Alex Rutt
Kirsten Simpson
Diane LaCroix
Deacon Korra Looschen

Cliff Looschen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.



MEAL
OFFERTORY
OFFERING PRAYER

Risen One,

you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts we bring. Come among us again,
breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal, that we may live as your risen body in the world.

Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Page 152
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise...we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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SHARING OF COMMUNION

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation shared
in this meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you”, include the promise of for-
giveness, life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Hear these words and partake of the bread/cracker and wine/juice, giving it to each other, if possible:

“The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you.”



LAMB OF GOD Page 154
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COMMUNION HYMNS
“I Love to Tell the Story” ELW 661
“The Day of Resurrection!” ELW 361
“Let Us Break Bread Together” ELW 471



I Love to Tell the Story ELW 661
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The Day of Resurrection!
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Text: John of Damascus, c. 696—c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818—-1866, alt.
Music: ELLACOMBE, German melody, 18th cent.; adapt. X. L. Hartig, Melodien zum Mainzer Gesangbuche, 1833
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Let Us Break Bread Together ELW 471
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BREAK BREAD TOGETHER

Text: African American spiritual .
10 10 and refrain

Music: African American spiritual
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COMMUNION BLESSING
POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Living One,

in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory,
and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and weary world.

Amen.
SENDING

HOMEBOUND COMMUNION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

SENDING HYMN  “The Church of Christ, in Every Age” ELW 729 vs. 1,3,5

DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

POSTLUDE
Scan the QR Code for the Following! Guest Preacher Pastor Monica Butler
View the Latest Sunday Bulletin (CU Campus Ministry)
Presider Pastor Garrett Struessel

Worship Assistant Deacon Korra Looschen

Council Hosts Dorotha Ekx
Eric Pederson
Ushers Todd Gould
Holly Keenan
Reader Char Lemkee
Communion Barb Mohr

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright
1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches

of Christ in the USA. Used by permission. Text for the liturgy from Sundays and ASSiStantS Marilyn Williams

Seasons, copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg
Fortress license #SBL14236. Eucharist setting Now the Feast and Celebration by
Marty Haugen is copyright © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission ChOiI' Director Sally C ampb ell

OneLicense A-713218.

Pianist/Organist Gary Elmquist
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The Church of Christ, in Every Age

ELW 729
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 WAREHAM
Music; William Knapp, 1698-1768 LM

Test © 1971 Hope Publishing Company
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