FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Third & Terry, Longmont, Colorado
(303) 776-2800 | www.firstluth.org
Pastor Garrett Struessel and Deacon Korra Looschen

Second Sunday of Easter
Sunday, April 27, 2025

Easter
9:30 a.m.
We welcome you to worship!
Please fill out the blue worship card and place it in the offering plate later in the service.
PRELUDE
WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!
In the name of + the One who was, who is, and who is to come.

Amen.

Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live the baptized life, let us give thanks for the gifts of
baptism. Water may be poured before or during the thanksgiving.

Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that make a people your own, that restore to
wholeness, and empower us to be witnesses in your name.

Baptized into you, O Living One,
make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that strengthen believers and give new life to beloved serv-
ants of your church; waters that extend your boundless love and cross barriers of our own making.

Baptized into you, O Living One,
make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open the hearts of believers and give a voice in the night
to those in captivity; waters that set your people on a new path, rejoicing in the Spirit’s power.

Baptized into you, O Living One,
make us one as you are one.

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is shaped by these waters that give us our very lives
in you. We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN “The Day of Resurrection!” ELW 361 vs. 1,3,4

The Day of Resurrection!
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I The day of res - ur - réc - tion! Earth, tell it out a - broad,
2 Let hearts be purged of e - wvil that we may see a - right
3 Now let the heav'ns be joy - ful, let earth its song be - gin,
4 All praise to God the Fa - ther, all praise to Christ the Son,
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the pass-o - ver of glad - ness, the pass-o - ver of God.
the Lord in rays e - ter - mnal of res - ur - rec-tion light,
the round world keep high @i - umph and all that 1is there- in.
all praise to God the Spir - it, e - ter - nal Three in One!
0 &
Ve
l\ﬁ? @ . — n
From death to life e - ter - nal, from sin’s do- min-ion free,
and lis-tning to his ac - cents,may hear, so calm and plain,
Let all things, seen and un - seen, their notes of glad-ness blend;
Let all the ran-somed num - ber fall down be - fore the throne,
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our Christ has brought us 0~ ver with hymns of vic - to - ry.
his own “All hail"” and hear - ing, may raise the glad re - frain.
for Christ the Lord has ris - en, our joy that has no end!
and hon - or, pow’r,and glo - ry as - cribe to God a- lone!

Text: John of Damascus, ¢. 696—c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: ELLACOMBE, German melody, 18th cent.; adapt. X. L. Hartig, Melodien zum Mainzer Gesangbuche, 1833



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
KYRIE Page 147

0

)4

4%

10K Py [7)
ANIV4 =

)

@ o

Lord, have mer - cy
0
7
7" o —— —
(o Cam— pS— o i 7)
i = =

For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well- being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de-fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.
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GLORY TO GOD Page 148
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
0 | |

[ — | 1 | — | L | 1

[ Y] N | |
I

#ﬁﬁ e

!V—l“i'[

you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of your risen Son. By your
Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, and strengthen us to be the body of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen
ANTHEM “Children of the Heavenly Father” Brass Angels Bell Choir
WORD
READINGS

Acts 5:27-32

Peter has been arrested for proclaiming the good news of Jesus’ death and resurrection. His response to the charges of
the high priest summarizes the early church’s proclamation of forgiveness of sin through repentance.

27When they had brought [the apostles], they had them stand before the council. The high priest questioned
them, 28 saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your
teaching, and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” 2° But Peter and the apostles answered, “We
must obey God rather than any human authority. 3 The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had
killed by hanging him on a tree. *! God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give re-
pentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom
God has given to those who obey him.”

Word of God, word of life
Thanks be to God
Revelation 1:4-8

The book of Revelation recounts a mystical vision of the risen Christ experienced by a Christian prophet named John.
Here he describes Christ as a timeless redeemer, the beginning, present, and end of all time.

4John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to
come and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, > and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his
blood ¢ and made us a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and
ever. Amen. ? Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all the
tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. So, it is to be. Amen. 8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.

Word of God, word of life
Thanks be to God

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Page 151
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Al-le - lu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al -le - lu - 1a.
GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 20™ chapter beginning at the 19 verse.
Glory to you, O Lord.
John 20:19-31

The unprecedented events of the day of resurrection continue as the risen Jesus appears to his fearful disciples. A week
later, after Thomas worships Jesus, Jesus pronounces that the blessings of the resurrection are also for those who
“have not seen and yet believe.”

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked where the disciples were,
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. ?! Jesus said to them
again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 2 When he had said this, he breathed on
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 28 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you re-
tain the sins of any, they are retained.” 2¢ But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with
them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I
see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not
believe.” 26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 2 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your
finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 22 Thomas
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 2° Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the pres-
ence of his disciples that are not written in this book. 3! But these are written so that you may continue to believe
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

The Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON Pastor Garrett Struessel



APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the for-
giveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
OFFERTORY
OFFERING PRAYER

Risen One,

you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts we bring. Come among us again,
breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal, that we may live as your risen body in the world.

Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Page 152
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our  God.
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It 1is right to give our thanks and praise.




Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise...we

praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Page 153
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Ho-1ly, ho-1ly, ho -1y Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory forever and ever.

Amen.

SHARING OF COMMUNION

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation shared
in this meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you”, include the promise of for-
giveness, life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Hear these words and partake of the bread/cracker and wine/juice, giving it to each other, if possible:

“The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you.”



LAMB OF GOD

Page 154
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant peace.
COMMUNION HYMNS
“Now the Green Blade Rises” ELW 379
“Blessed Assurance” ELW 638
ELW 367

“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”



Now the Green Blade Rises ELW 379
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1.Now the green blade ris - es from the bur-ed  grain,
2.1n the  grave they laid  him, love by__ ha - tred slain,
3.Forth he came on Eas - ter like the ris - en  grain,
4. When our  hearts  are win - try, griev-ing or in pain,
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wheat that  in dark  earth man - y days has lain;
think - ing that he woudl nev - er wake a - gain,
he that for three  days in the  grave had ain;
your touch can call us back to life a - gain,
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love lives a - gain, that  with the dead has been;
laid in the earth like grain that  sleeps un - seen;
raised from the dead, my liv - ing Lord is seen,;
fields of our  hearts that dead and bare have been;
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love is come a - gain like wheat a - ris - ing green.
Text: John Macl.eod Compbell Crum, 1872-1958 NOEL NOUVELET
Music: French carol 11101011

Text © Oxford Umiversity Press
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Blessed Assurance ELW 638

l. Bless-ed as - sur-ance. Je-sus is mine! Oh, what a fore-taste of glo-ry di-
2. Per - fect sub - mis-sion. per-fect de-light,  vi- sions of rap-ture now burst on my

3. Per - fect sub - mis-sion, all is at rest: [ in my Sav-ior am hap-py and
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sight; an - gels de - scend-ing bring from a-bove ech- oes of mer-cy, whis-pers of
blest. watch-ing and wait-ing. look - ing a - bove. filled with his goodness. lost in his

N7
!
E
f
3L

|
|
|
|

p=-

: — 3 8s8§ ¥

Q@;*D

ai.
?lood. Thisis my  sto - ry. this is my song, prais-ing my Sav -ior all the day
ove.
love.
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long: this is my sto-ry. this is my song. prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.
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Text Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915 ASSURANCE
Music: Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908 9109 9 and refrain
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Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds ELW 367
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1.Now all the vault of heav'n re-sounds in praise of love that
2,E - ter-nal is the gift he brings, there - fore our heart with
3. Oh, fill us, Lord, with daunt-less love: set heart and will on
4.A - dor-ing prais - es now we bring and with the heave'n - ly
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still a - bounds; '"Christ has tri - umphed! He is liv - ing!"
rap - ture sings: "Christ has tri - umphed! He is liv - ing!"
things a - bove that we con - quer through your tri- umph;
bless - ed sing: "Christ has tri - umphed! Al - le - lu - ia!"
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Sing choirs of an - gels, loud and clear! Re - peat their song
Now  still he comes to give wus life and by his pre -
grant grace suf - fi - cient for life's day that by our lives
Be to the Fa - ther, and our Lord, To Spir - it blest,
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of glo - ry here: "Christ has tri- umphed! He is liv - ing!"
sence stills all strife. Christ has tri- umphed! He is liv - ing!
we tru - ly say: "Christ has tri- umphed! He is liv - ing!"
most ho - ly God, all the glo - vy, nev-er end - ing!
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Al-1le - Iu - ia, al-le - Iu - ia, al-le - Iu - ia!
Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt. LASST UNS ERFREUEN
8 88888 and alleluias

Music: Geistliche Kirchengeséinge, Kéln, 1623

Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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COMMUNION BLESSING
POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Living One,

in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory,
and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and weary world.

Amen.
SENDING
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BENEDICTION
SENDING HYMN “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia! ELW 369
DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

POSTLUDE
Preacher/Presider Pastor Garrett Struessel
Worship Assistant Deacon Korra Looschen
Reader Fran von Hagel
Pianist/Organist Jeffrey Hartmann
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Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia! ELW 369
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1 Christ the Lord is ris’m  to - day; Al - le - Ilu - ia!
2 For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Al - le - lu - ia!
3 Christ,the vic - tim un - de - filed, Al - le - lu - ia!
4 Chris-tians, on this ho - ly day, Al - le - lu - ia!
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Chris-tians, has - ten on your way; Al - le - lu - ia!
sin - less in the  sin - ner’s stead. Al - le - Iu - ia!
God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled, Al - le - Iu - ia!
all  your grate-ful hom -age pay; Al - le - lu - 1a!
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of - fer praise with love re - plete, Al - le - lu - ia!
Christ the Lord is ris’n  on high; Al - le - lu - ia!
when con-tend - ing death and life, Al - le - lu - ia!
Christ the Lord 1is ris’n  on high; Al - le - lu - ia!
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at the pas - chal vic - tim’s feet. Al - le - lu - ia!
now he lives, no  more to die. Al - le - lu - ial
met in strange and awe - some strife. Al - le - lu - ia!
now he lives, no  more to die. Al - le - lu - ia!

Text: attr. Wipo of Burgundy, d. c. 1050; tr. Jane E. Leeson, 1807-1882, alt.
Music: LLANFAIR, Robert Williams, 1781-1821
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