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Confession: This is my Bible, the Living Word of God. I am, what the Word says I am. I have, what the Word says I have. I can do, everything the Word says I can do, and I will do it, IN JESUS NAME!
Proposition/Purpose: I want to share with the significance of Jesus triumphant entry into the city of Jerusalem and how important it is to us today. I pray that we will have a greater understanding of the purpose of this day we call, Palm Sunday. 

I. Jesus Triumphant Entry
1. Matthew 21:1-11 NLT As Jesus and the disciples approached Jerusalem, they came to the town of Bethphage on the Mount of Olives. Jesus sent two of them on ahead. 2 “Go into the village over there,” he said. “As soon as you enter it, you will see a donkey tied there, with its colt beside it. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone asks what you are doing, just say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will immediately let you take them.” 4 This took place to fulfill the prophecy that said,5 “Tell the people of Jerusalem, ‘Look, your King is coming to you. He is humble, riding on a donkey—riding on a donkey’s colt.’” 6 The two disciples did as Jesus commanded. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt to him and threw their garments over the colt, and he sat on it. 8 Most of the crowd spread their garments on the road ahead of him, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 Jesus was in the center of the procession, and the people all around him were shouting, “Praise God for the Son of David! Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the LORD! Praise God in highest heaven!” 10 The entire city of Jerusalem was in an uproar as he entered. “Who is this?” they asked. 11 And the crowds replied, “It’s Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”
A. Jesus entry into Jerusalem was at the time of the Passover which was the most important event of the year.
B. More people came into Jerusalem to celebrate and observe Passover than at any other time or festival each year. 
C. A Jewish leader from Alexandria, Egypt wrote that “multitudes of people from multitudes of cities flowed in an endless stream to the Holy Temple for each festival. They come from the north and the east, and from the west, and the south”
D. Vs. 8 in TPT it says “Then an exceptionally large crowd was gathered and carpeted the road before Him with their cloaks and with their prayer shawls. Other cut down branches from trees to spread in His path.”
E. It was customary for a king’s subject to pay homage to him by providing him with a carpet to walk or ride upon. (Many were expecting Him to establish His new earthly kingdom at this time.)
F. Vs 10 in TPT “As Jesus entered Jerusalem, the people went wild with excitement – the entire city was thrown into an uproar!”
G. Commentary: The city was shaken, like an earthquake.
H. The atmosphere was explosive
I. However, the people were not aware of the great significance of Jesus triumphal entry.
J. They did not know or realize that Jesus was entering as the spotless, sinless, pure, and Final Passover Lamb of God. 
K. Who had come for this purpose, to take away the sins of the world, and to reconnect man back to the Father God.
L. Every move He made was a reenactment, an exact duplication, at the precise times of the Passover Lamb.
M. Jesus was the Final Passover Lamb and as we look at this next passage of Scripture see the Passover Lamb as Jesus whom the Scripture is foreshadowing.
2. Exodus 12:1-14 NLT While the Israelites were still in the land of Egypt, the LORD gave the following instructions to Moses and Aaron: 2 “From now on, this month will be the first month of the year for you. 3 Announce to the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each family must choose a lamb or a young goat for a sacrifice, one animal for each household. 4 If a family is too small to eat a whole animal, let them share with another family in the neighborhood. Divide the animal according to the size of each family and how much they can eat. 5 The animal you select must be a one-year-old male, either a sheep or a goat, with no defects. 6 “Take special care of this chosen animal until the evening of the fourteenth day of this first month. Then the whole assembly of the community of Israel must slaughter their lamb or young goat at twilight. 7 They are to take some of the blood and smear it on the sides and top of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the animal. 8 That same night they must roast the meat over a fire and eat it along with bitter salad greens and bread made without yeast. 9 Do not eat any of the meat raw or boiled in water. The whole animal—including the head, legs, and internal organs—must be roasted over a fire. 10 Do not leave any of it until the next morning. Burn whatever is not eaten before morning. 11 “These are your instructions for eating this meal: Be fully dressed,[a] wear your sandals, and carry your walking stick in your hand. Eat the meal with urgency, for this is the LORD’s Passover. 12 On that night I will pass through the land of Egypt and strike down every firstborn son and firstborn male animal in the land of Egypt. I will execute judgment against all the gods of Egypt, for I am the LORD! 13 But the blood on your doorposts will serve as a sign, marking the houses where you are staying. When I see the blood, I will pass over you. This plague of death will not touch you when I strike the land of Egypt. 14 “This is a day to remember. Each year, from generation to generation, you must celebrate it as a special festival to the LORD. This is a law for all time. 
A. This a picture of what Jesus did us as the Final Passover Lamb. 
B. Every year the Passover was a dress rehearsal for the Final Passover Lamb who would come and take away the sin of the world.
C. The Old Testament events were a type and a shadow of the Final Lamb of God.
D. There are 332 prophecies in the O.T. of the Christ that Jesus perfectly fulfilled.
TRANSITIONAL SENTENCE:  Today we are going to look at some of the highlights and compare the Passover Lamb in the O.T. to Christ Jesus, our Passover Lamb.

II. Christ Jesus Our Passover Lamb
1. In the O.T. the 10th of Nissan was the Passover celebration.
2. Matthew 26:2 NLT “As you know, Passover begins in two days, and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified.”
A. In the O.T. the Passover lamb was led through the Sheep Gate on its journey to the Temple.
3. Acts 8:30-35 NKJV So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and said, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he asked Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 The place in the Scripture which he read was this: “He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; And as a lamb before its shearer is silent, So He opened not His mouth. 33 In His humiliation His justice was taken away, And who will declare His generation? For His life is taken from the earth.” 34 So the eunuch answered Philip and said, “I ask you, of whom does the prophet say this, of himself or of some other man?” 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him.
A. He was reading from Isaiah 53:7-8. Jesus came through the Sheep Gate on His journey to the Temple. Every step was the step of the Passover Lamb and was mapped out and perfectly timed but no one recognized it.
B. This was a divine rescue plan and Jesus perfectly fulfilled it right down to every minute detail.
C. In the O.T. the people would sing praises they would sing “Hillel” which means “praise.” They would wave palm branches before the Passover Lamb. 
4. Matthew 21:8-9 NLT Most of the crowd spread their garments on the road ahead of him, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 Jesus was in the center of the procession, and the people all around him were shouting, “Praise God for the Son of David! Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the LORD! Praise God in highest heaven!”
A. In the O.T. the Passover Lamb was taken to the Temple for observation. They had to look it over and make absolutely sure that the lamb was perfect, in every way.
B. Mark 14:53 NKJV And they led Jesus away to the high priest; and with him were assembled all the chief priests, the elders, and the scribes.
C. John 18:19 TPT The high priest interrogated Jesus concerning His disciples and His teachings.
D. They observed Him and looked Him over carefully examining Him.
E. In the O.T. the lamb would be declared pure after 50 separate tests, a thorough examination.
5. Luke 23:13-15 NKJV Then Pilate, when he had called together the chief priests, the rulers, and the people, 14 said to them, “You have brought this Man to me, as one who misleads the people. And indeed, having examined Him in your presence, I have found no fault in this Man concerning those things of which you accuse Him; 15 no, neither did Herod, for I sent you back to him; and indeed nothing deserving of death has been done by Him. 
A. He has done nothing and has been declared – pure, innocent. The Final Passover Lamb.
B. In the O.T. the Passover lamb was flogged and the skin of its back was removed this was to make sure that it was as pure inside as it was outside.
6. John 19:1 AMPC “So then Pilate took Jesus and scourged (flogged, whipped) Him.”
A. Jesus was flogged and the skin of Jesus back was removed.
7. Isaiah 52:14 NLT But many were amazed when they saw him. His face was so disfigured he seemed hardly human, and from his appearance, one would scarcely know he was a man.
A. What a Blessing we now have in 1 Peter 2:24 “by His stripes, we were healed.”
8. Matthew 26:3, 59-68 3 Then the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders of the people assembled at the palace of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas, 
59 Now the chief priests, the elders, and all the council sought false testimony against Jesus to put Him to death, 60 but found none. Even though many false witnesses came forward, they found none. But at last two false witnesses came forward 61 and said, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days.’ ”62 And the high priest arose and said to Him, “Do You answer nothing? What is it these men testify against You?” 63 But Jesus kept silent. And the high priest answered and said to Him, “I put You under oath by the living God: Tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of God!” 64 Jesus said to him, “It is as you said. Nevertheless, I say to you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 65 Then the high priest tore his clothes, saying, “He has spoken blasphemy! What further need do we have of witnesses? Look, now you have heard His blasphemy! 66 What do you think?” They answered and said, “He is deserving of death.” 67 Then they spat in His face and beat Him; and others struck Him with the palms of their hands, 68 saying, “Prophesy to us, Christ! Who is the one who struck You?”
A. History tells us that there were over 100 men gathered that night at house with the high priest.
B. They did all of this under the cover of night out of sight of the common man for they feared them. If there had been truth in this they would have done so openly in the daytime before the people. 
C. They falsely accused Him, and distorted His Words, brought false witnesses against Him, and trumped-up charges against Him, and they found Him guilty not based on any actual evidence, but because of the hatred and jealousy for Him. 
D. Then in their intense hatred for Him they one by one spit on Him to shame Him and then blindfolded Him (Luke 22:64) again broke the Law by taking turns slapping Him and beating Him in the face while mocking Him. 
9. Psalm 22:16-18 TPT They have pierced my hands and my feet. Like a pack of wild dogs they tear at me, swirling around me with their hatred. A band of evil men surrounds me. I can count all my bones. Look at how they gloat over me and stare! With the toss of the dice they divide my clothes among themselves, gambling for my garments!
A. All of this was in the Plan of Redemption and Jesus did not seek to stop it for He had already committed Himself to fulfill it.
10. In the O.T. the Passover lamb was placed on the altar and killed.
A. John 19:14-16 NKJV Now it was the Preparation Day of the Passover, and about the sixth hour. And he said to the Jews, “Behold your King!” 15 But they cried out, “Away with Him, away with Him! Crucify Him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar!” 16 Then he delivered Him to them to be crucified. Then they took Jesus and led Him away.
B. God had been prophesying this moment for 4,000 years starting in Genesis 3:15 and down through time He kept revealing more and more through His Word and the prophets.
C. Christ Jesus the Final Passover Lamb, fulfilled them perfectly.
11. In the O.T. as we saw in Exodus 12 not one bone of the Passover lamb was broken.
A. A Roman crucifixion usually ended with soldiers breaking the legs of those they crucified. 
B. Numbers 9:12 NKJV They shall leave none of it until morning, nor break one of its bones. According to all the ordinances of the Passover they shall keep it.
C. In the O.T. heart of the Passover lamb was removed and all the blood was drained.
D. John 19:31-37 NKJV Therefore, because it was the Preparation Day, that the bodies should not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. 32 Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who was crucified with Him. 33 But when they came to Jesus and saw that He was already dead, they did not break His legs. 34 But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately blood and water came out. 35 And he who has seen has testified, and his testimony is true; and he knows that he is telling the truth, so that you may believe. 36 For these things were done that the Scripture should be fulfilled, “Not one of His bones shall be broken.” 37 And again another Scripture says, “They shall look on Him whom they pierced.”
12. In the O.T. the high priest would cut the throat of the Passover lamb and He would say “It is finished.”
A. John 19:30 So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.
13. After death the Passover was thrust onto a vertical pole and a horizonal pole was added, forming a cross.
B. John 19:18 NLT “There they nailed Him to the Cross.”
C. Psalm 22:16 “They pierced My hands and My feet”
14. Here is one BIG difference between the O.T. and the N.T. 
A. The O.T. sacrifice would cover the sins of the people for one year.
B. This is because the O.T. sacrifices were all a dress rehearsal pointing one final Sacrifice.
C. By this one final Sacrifice, Christ Jesus wiped away all the sins of the world – past, present, and future. His Sacrifice did not cover is washed it away as though sin never happened.
D. 1 Corinthians 5:7 “For indeed Christ, our Passover Lamb, was sacrificed for us.”
E. 1 Peter 1:18-19 NKJV knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.
F. John 1:29 NKJV The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
15. When Jesus entered Jerusalem, it was truly a triumphant entry when the people were waving palm branches and laying down them down and prayer shawls before Him and worshipping Him. “Hosanna, Hosanna” 
A. Hebrews 9:11-15 NLT So Christ has now become the High Priest over all the good things that have come. He has entered that greater, more perfect Tabernacle in heaven, which was not made by human hands and is not part of this created world. 12 With his own blood—not the blood of goats and calves—he entered the Most Holy Place once for all time and secured our redemption forever. 13 Under the old system, the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer could cleanse people’s bodies from ceremonial impurity. 14 Just think how much more the blood of Christ will purify our consciences from sinful deeds so that we can worship the living God. For by the power of the eternal Spirit, Christ offered himself to God as a perfect sacrifice for our sins. 15 That is why he is the one who mediates a new covenant between God and people, so that all who are called can receive the eternal inheritance God has promised them. For Christ died to set them free from the penalty of the sins they had committed under that first covenant.
B. Had the devil or those evil rulers known what was happening…1 Corinthians 2:9 – “had they known they would have never crucified the Lord of glory.”
C. What was so significant about this, was that every step of the Passover lamb was being walked out by Christ Jesus, the Final Passover Lamb.  
D. 2 Corinthians 5:21 NKJV For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
E. Revelation 12:11 NKJV And they overcame by the Blood of the Lamb and the word of their testimony.
