_ILL DESERT CROSS EASTER 2

[ LUTHERAN CHURCH April 27, 2025 - 8:30am
-I SHARING * LOVING + SERVING Traditional Order - Setting 9

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE:

WELCOME:

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is
marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

In the name of -+ the One
who was, who is, and who is to come.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ's death and resurrection,
and called to live the baptized life,
let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water may be poured before or during the thanksgiving.

Holy God,

we give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that make a people your own,

that restore to wholeness,

and empower us to be witnesses in your name.
Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.




We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that strengthen believers

and give new life to beloved servants of your church;
waters that extend your boundless love

and cross barriers of our own making.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that open the hearts of believers

and give a voice in the night to those in captivity;
waters that set your people on a new path,
rejoicing in the Spirit's power.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One,

that our every day is shaped by these waters

that give us our very lives in you.

We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: ELW 361 The Day of Resurrection

1 The day of resurrection! 2 Let hearts be purged of evil
Earth, tell it out abroad, that we may see aright

the passover of gladness, the Lord in rays eternal

the passover of God. of resurrection light,

From death to life eternal, and list'ning to his accents,
from sin's dominion free, may hear, so calm and plain,
our Christ has brought us over his own "All hail!" and hearing,

with hymns of victory. may raise the glad refrain.



3 Now let the heav'ns be joyful, 4 All praise to God the Father,

let earth its song begin, all praise to Christ the Son,
the round world keep high triumph all praise to God the Spirit,
and all that is therein. eternal Three in One!

Let all things, seen and unseen, Let all the ransomed number
their notes of gladness blend; fall down before the throne,
for Christ the Lord has risen, and honor, pow'r, and glory
our joy that has no end! ascribe to God alone!

Text: John of Damascus, c. 696-c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.

GREETING: p.193

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE: ELW p.193
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE: ELW p.196
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:

O God of life,

you reach out to us amid our fears

with the wounded hands of your risen Son.

By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy,
and strengthen us to be the body of your Son,

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE:



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST LESSON: Revelation 1:4-8
4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia:
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven
spirits who are before his throne, ®and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the
dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, ® and made us to be a kingdom,
priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
"Look! He is coming with the clouds;
every eye will see him,

even those who pierced him;
and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.
So it is to be. Amen.

8| am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God,

who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, Christ Is Risen

Refrain He lives and reigns, forevermore!

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Christ is risen, praise His name! Refrain

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

His great love we now proclaim! Christ is risen, praise His name!
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Verse His great love we now proclaim!

See, the stone is rolled away, And in this Love we will remain

the silent tomb could not contain,
Jesus Christ is risen indeed, Text and music: Joni Van Rossum, ©2025




P: The holy gospel according to St. John.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: John 20:19-31

"®When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
"Peace be with you.” 2° After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 2" Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has
sent me, so | send you.” 2 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the
Holy Spirit. 22 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they
are retained.”

24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. 2> So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see
the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, |
will not believe.”

%6 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 2’ Then he said to
Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not
doubt but believe.” 2 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” ?° Jesus said to him, “Have you
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to
believe.”

39 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this
book. 3" But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of
God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

SERMON: "“ — Rev. Dana Reardon

SERMON HYMN: ELW 638 Blessed Assurance

1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! Refrain

Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! This is my story, this is my song,
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, praising my Savior, all the day long:
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. this is my story, this is my song,

praising my Savior all the day long.




2 Perfect submission, perfect delight, 3 Perfect submission, all is at rest;

visions of rapture now burst on my sight; | in my Savior am happy and blest,
angels descending bring from above watching and waiting, looking above,
echoes of mercy, whispers of love. Refrain filled with his goodness, lost in his love. Refrain

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915

APOSTLES’ CREED: ELW p.127
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:
God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

Inspire the church with your Holy Spirit, that we sing the good news of the resurrection.
Inspire deacons and pastors, lay leaders and bishops to boldly proclaim your love for all
people. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



Kindle in the nations a spirit of cooperation and mutual care. Raise up creative and
courageous leaders committed to shaping just solutions to complex challenges in our
local and global communities. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Embrace all who carry wounds, that they might know your compassion. Draw near to
those with chronic pain or anxiety, and all for whom death is near. Comfort individuals
and communities suffering in any way (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We remember the faithful departed from all times and places. Confident that you are
the Alpha and Omega, we pray for your wisdom and guidance until our earthly
pilgrimage is complete. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always
with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

PEACE:
May the peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We share a word of peace with our neighbors.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING:

The grace of Christ calls us to lives of gratitude and generosity. In Jesus Christ we are
given new life. Let us celebrate this life by giving generously to the work of God's
redeeming love.

The Hunger Jar is a love offering and is designated for World Hunger in Tempe and for Shoebox
Ministries in Gilbert.




You are invited to share your gifts in worship while others give electronically at www.desertcross.org with the
glving button, text giving, or by QR code. We give thanks for all the ways you support God'’s mission of outreach
through Desert Cross that changes lives for the sake of the gospel.

OFFERING MUSIC:

OFFERING RESPONSE: ELW 860 I'm So Glad Jesus Lifted Me (vs. 1 & 3)

1 I'm so glad Jesus lifted me. 3 When | was in trouble, Jesus lifted me.
I'm so glad Jesus lifted me. When | was in trouble, Jesus lifted me.
I'm so glad Jesus lifted me, When | was in trouble, Jesus lifted me,
singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me. singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me.

Text: African American spiritual

OFFERTORY PRAYER:

Risen One,

you have gathered us around your table of grace
along with these gifts we bring.

Come among us again,

breathe your life into us,

and enliven us with this meal,

that we may live as your risen body in the world.
Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION:
GREAT THANKSGIVING: ELW p.199
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.


http://www.desertcross.org/

PREFACE:

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY: ELW p.200
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE:

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.



In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke
it and gave it to his disciples saying, Take and eat, this is my body, given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it for all to drink saying,
this cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
LORD’S PRAYER: ELW p. 134

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION:
These are the gifts of God for the people of God.
All are welcome.

LAMB OF GOD: ELW p. 201
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION:

Come forward to receive the bread/GF and a cup of wine/juice. Alert an usher for
communion in your seat. Children may commune or receive a blessing. All are welcome.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS: ELW 379 Now the Green Blade Rises

1 Now the green blade rises

from the buried grain,

wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
love lives again, that with the dead has been;
love is come again like wheat arising green.

2 In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain,
thinking that he would never wake again;

laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen;
love is come again like wheat arising green.

ELW 493 Taste and See

Refrain

Taste and see, taste and see

the goodness of the Lord.

Oh, taste and see, taste and see

the goodness of the Lord, of the Lord.

1 | will bless the Lord at all times.

Praise shall always be on my lips;

my soul shall glory in the Lord;

for God has been so good to me. Refrain

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER:
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

3 Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain,
he that for three days in the grave had lain;
raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen;
love is come again like wheat arising green.

4 When our hearts are wintry,

grieving, or in pain,

your touch can call us back to life again,
fields of our hearts

that dead and bare have been;

love is come again like wheat arising green.

Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958
Text from Oxford Book of Carols © Oxford University Press 1928. All rights reserve

2 Glorify the Lord with me.

Together let us all praise God's name.

| called the Lord, who answered me;

from all my troubles | was set free. Refrain

3 Worship the Lord, all you people.
You'll want for nothing if you ask.

Taste and see that the Lord is good;

in God we need put all our trust. Refrain

Text: James E. Moore Jr., b. 1951, based on Ps. 34
Text © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc.,, 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Living One,

in this feast you have made yourself known to us.
Send us now to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory,
and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and weary world.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BENEDICTION:
The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor +
And give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN: ELW 534 Savior, Again to Your Dear Name (vs. 1, 2, 4)

1 Savior, again to your dear name we raise
with one accord our parting hymn of praise;
once more we bless you ere our worship cease,
then, lowly bending, wait your word of peace.

2 Grant us your peace upon our homeward way;
with you began, with you shall end the day;
guard all the lips from sin, the hearts from shame,
that in this house have called upon your name.

DISMISSAL:
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE:

4 Grant us your peace throughout our earthly life,
our balm in sorrow, and our stay in strife;

then, when your voice shall bid our conflict cease,
call us, O Lord, to your eternal peace.

Text: John Ellerton, 1826-1893, alt.
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Thank you for supporting the Desert Cross mission.
Here are the ways you can donate today:

ONLINE GIVING: SECURE TEXT GIVING: USPS:
Text “GIVE" to 8600 S. McClintock Drive
833-636-1502 Tempe, AZ 85284

Get your smart phone
and scan the QR-code
with your phone camera

Flower Donation:
The flowers on the altar in Tempe this weekend are given by Lola Peterson in loving
memory of her husband, Jim Peterson.
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