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Vespers 

Welcome, Silent Prayer, and Ringing of the Bells 
 
Opening Hymn: “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary” Hymn 423 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Stand 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

Psalmody 
Psalm Psalm 51:1-3, 10-12 

 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love; 
       according to your abundant mercy blot out my trans- | gressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my in- | iquity, 
 and cleanse me | from my sin! 
For I know my trans- | gressions, 
 and my sin is ever be- | fore me. 
Create in me a clean heart, | O God, 
 and renew a right spirit with- | in me. 
Cast me not away from your | presence, 
 and take not your Holy Spirit | from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your sal- | vation, 
 and uphold me with a willing | spirit. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 
Sit 
 

Readings 
First Reading John 17 

When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and 
said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify 



you, since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all 
whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they know you the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth, 
having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. And now, Father, 
glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the 
world existed.  

“I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the 
world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your 
word. Now they know that everything that you have given me is from you. 
For I have given them the words that you gave me, and they have received 
them and have come to know in truth that I came from you; and they have 
believed that you sent me. I am praying for them. I am not praying for the 
world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours. All mine are 
yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. And I am no longer in 
the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 
keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even 
as we are one. While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you 
have given me. I have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except 
the son of destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am 
coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have my 
joy fulfilled in themselves. I have given them your word, and the world has 
hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. I 
do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from 
the evil one. They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. Sanctify 
them in the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, so I have 
sent them into the world. And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also 
may be sanctified in truth.  

“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through 
their word, that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in 
you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have 
sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may 
be one even as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become 
perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them 
even as you loved me. Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given 
me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me 
because you loved me before the foundation of the world. O righteous Father, 
even though the world does not know you, I know you, and these know that 
you have sent me. I made known to them your name, and I will continue to 
make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, 
and I in them.” 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 



Second Reading  

Passion Reading Part 3 – The Palace of the High Priest  
Full reading available at the back of the bulletin. 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsory 

 

 
 
Hymn: “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy” Hymn 434 

 

 

 

 
 



Sermon 

Canticle 
Stand 
 

 

 
 
Magnificat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Offering Please complete the Record of Fellowship. 

 
For our Lenten services the offering will be collected in the back of the sanctuary. 

You can also give online at trinityjc.org.  

  



Prayer 
Kyrie 

 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
Collects 

 

 
 
Collect for Early Evening 
P Lord Jesus, stay with us, for the evening is at hand and the day is past. 

Be our constant companion on the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken 
hope among us, that we may recognize You as You are revealed in the 
Scriptures and in the breaking of the bread. Through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

C Amen. 
 



Collect for Peace 
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all 

just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot 
give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also 
that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace 
and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Benedicamus 

 

 
 
Benediction 

 

 

 
 
  



Closing Hymn: “Abide with Me” Hymn #878 

 

 

 

 
 
5 I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless; 

Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness. 
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 
I triumph still if Thou abide with me! 

 
6 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

 
Vespers from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the 
ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Used by permission: LSB 
Hymn License no. 110003376. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing 
House.   
 
 
  



About the Readings 
Each Lenten midweek service will include two readings, one related to the 

theme of the day and one drawn from a conflation/harmonization of the Passion 
narrative. There is a long history in the Church for harmonizing (bringing together) 
the Passion account from the four Gospels into one detailed series of readings. 
We are using the harmony of the Passion account that is included in the Altar 
Book from Lutheran Service Book.  
 

Passion Reading Part 3: 
The Palace of the High Priest 

 
Those who had arrested Jesus brought him to the high priest’s house, where 

the scribes and elders were assembled. Peter followed him afar off, and so did 
another disciple. That disciple was known to the high priest and went in with Jesus 
into the palace of the high priest, but Peter stood outside at the door. So that 
other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to the 
doorkeeper and brought Peter in. He went in and sat with the servants to see the 
end. He was warming himself at the fire they had kindled in the middle of the 
courtyard. 

Meanwhile, the chief priests and the whole council were seeking evidence that 
might make the case for a death sentence, but they could not find any. Many bore 
false witness against him, but their statements did not agree. Two stepped 
forward and said, “We heard him say, ‘I shall destroy this temple made with hands 
and after three days I shall build another, not made with hands.’” But even on 
this point their evidence did not agree. 

Then the high priest stood up, moved to the center, and put this question to 
Jesus, “Do you have no answer? What is this evidence they have given against 
you?” But he was silent and gave no answer. 

Again the high priest put a question to him and said, “Are you the Christ, the 
Son of the Blessed?” 

Jesus said, “I am. You will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of God’s 
power and coming with the clouds of heaven.” 

The high priest tore his garments and said, “Do we still need any witnesses? 
You have heard this blasphemy. What is your opinion?” They all agreed that he 
was deserving of death. 

Then some of them began to spit on him; they blindfolded him, struck him, and 
said to him, “Prophesy to us, O Christ, who is it that struck you?” The guards beat 
him as they took him away. 

Meanwhile Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. One of the maidservants 
of the high priest came and saw Peter warming himself. She looked at him closely 



as he sat in the light of the fire, and said, “You also were along with the man from 
Nazareth, that Jesus.” 

Peter denied it and said, “I do not know what you mean.” He went out to the 
forecourt. 

Another maidservant saw him there and said to those who were standing 
around, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 

Peter denied it again with an oath, “I do not know the man.” 

A little later those standing around said to Peter, “Surely you are one of them. 
You are a Galilean. Your accent gives you away.” 

Peter started calling down curses on himself and swore, “I do not know the 
man.” 

And immediately while he was still speaking, the cock crowed a second time, 
and the Lord turned and looked on Peter. Then Peter remembered that Jesus had 
said to him, “Before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times.” Peter 
broke down, and went out, and wept bitterly. 

As soon as it was morning the chief priests with the elders and the scribes held 
the court session with all the Sanhedrin. Then they bound him, led him away, and 
turned him over to Pilate. Then Judas, who had betrayed him, when he saw that 
he was condemned, was sorry and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the 
chief priests and elders, saying, “I have sinned. I have betrayed innocent blood.” 

They said, “What is that to us? That is your affair.” Judas threw down the pieces 
of silver in the temple and departed. He went and hanged himself. 

The chief priests took the silver pieces and said, “It is not lawful to put them 
into the treasury, because it is the price of blood.” They took counsel and bought 
with them the potter’s field to bury strangers in. That is why to this day that field 
has been called “the field of blood.” 

In this way was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying, 
“They took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him on whom a price had been 
set by the children of Israel, and gave them for the potter’s field.” 
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