ST PAUL

PINE GROVE MILLS

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
APRIL 6, 2025



WELCOME TO SAINT PAUL!
We are happy to have you here!

HOW TO KNOW WHEN TO STAND, SIT, OR SPEAK

Whenever you see an asterisk (*) at a heading, you are invited to stand as you are able.
You are not required to stand, so if, for health or emotional reasons you cannot or do
not wish to stand, that is okay.

You are invited to speak the words printed in bold type.

WE ARE AN OPEN COMMUNION CONGREGATION

This means that any Christians who have received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism are
invited to receive Holy Communion.

HOW TO FINANCIALLY SUPPORT US
\? @® Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran
!r "'0\' -i Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside
L‘ﬁ‘. door to Pastor Paul's office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex
near the entrance of the sanctuary.

A NOTE ON COMMUNION WAFERS

To topple barriers that prevent participation in worship, we want to make it
possible for individuals with Celiac Disease or gluten intolerant to be able to
eat the Body of our Lord. Our default wafers are made by Parish Crossroads
and are known as “Low Gluten Wafers” because they contain trace amounts of
gluten. However, the wafers are tested at least once a year for how much
gluten is in them. Since 2020, the wafers have routinely tested to contain
15ppm gluten or less (The US FDA defines most food products with 20ppm or less as “gluten
free”). Use the QR Code and look for the link that gives the most recent test results.

If you still have concerns, we have some truly gluten-free wafers available upon request.



http://stpaulpgm.org/give

GATHERING
The Gathering for worship began when you started readying yourself for worship

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

Our God makes all things new. In the first reading God promises it. In the gospel Mary
anticipates it, anointing Jesus’ feet with costly perfume in preparation for the day of his burial.
In the second reading Paul recalls his transformation from the persecutor Saul into an
apostle. In baptism, God's new person (you!) rises daily from the deadly mire of trespasses and
sins.

PRELUDE — out of consideration for our musicians, please refrain from talking during the prelude.

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: In the name of the Father, and of the *+Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen.

P: Let us pray: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through

Jesus Christ our Lord.
A: Amen.

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

P: Let us confess our sin, in the presence of God and of one another.

P Compassionate One, you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, but
our lives do not always reflect you and your love for the world. We do not show
others the tender compassion you have shown to us. We do not welcome others
with the radical hospitality you grant to all people. We oppress others, even though
you have set us free again and again. We squander the abundant gifts of the earth.
Transform our lives and guide us again in the way of the cross. Amen.

P: Beloved in Christ, God's arms are always stretched open wide to welcome the
wandering ones home. In + Christ your sins are forgiven. You have a place in God's
house forever. A: Amen.



*GATHERING HYMN “Take, Oh, Take Me As | Am” (ELW 814)

0D
)4 1 I
Y AW | | | I I ‘JI | —
R & (84 o -
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set your seal up-on my heart and live in me.

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949

Music: TAKE ME AS T AM, John L. Bell

Text and music © 1995 Tona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. A: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer-cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: The Lord be with you. A: And also with you.

P: Let us pray. Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace
waters our desert. Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you are doing,
that our lives may proclaim the extravagance of your love given to all through your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. A: Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING: ISAIAH 43:16-21

While they were in exile in Babylon, the Israelites continued to tell the story of the Passover -
God’s liberation of them from slavery in Egypt, the central story of their lives. But telling the
story of Gods past deeds can often convince hearers that God only acted in the past. The
prophet ranks the return home from exile with (and even above) the Exodus.

'®Thus says the LORD,
who makes a way in the sea,
a path in the mighty waters,
""who brings out chariot and horse,
army and warrior;
they lie down; they cannot rise;
they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:
¥ Do not remember the former things



or consider the things of old.
'“1'am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth; do you not perceive it?
| will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.
“The wild animals will honor me,
the jackals and the ostriches,
for | give water in the wilderness,
rivers in the desert,
to give drink to my chosen people,
“'the people whom | formed for myself
so that they might declare my praise.

L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.
PSALM: 126 (sung to the tune Suo Gan ACS 924)
This psalm - a source of consolation for thousands of years - could be the song of all those,
like the exiles, who hope for God's liberation in their own lives.
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1. When the Lord brought back to

Zi-on cap - tives from the ex - ile land;
2. The Lord has done great things for us; We

are filled with joy and praise.
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1. We were like those who were dream-ing, Those re - storedto health a-gain;
2. Lord, re - store our for-tunes to us like streams in the des-ert place.
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1. Then our mouthswere filled with laugh-ter Tongueswith songs of joy a-gain;
2. Those who sow with tears and weep-ing will

re - turn with  joy-ful song;
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2. Sow -ing seed will  bring forth reaping Sheaves that to the Lord be-long.



SECOND READING: PHILIPPIANS 3:4B-14

Paul’s relations with the church at Philippi - the first he founded in Europe - were close and
warm; this letter contains no condemnations. But Paul still felt the need to warn them against
wandering preachers who urged them to be circumcised, or to rely on some other physical or
worldly assurance of their salvation, rather than on the graciousness of God and the self-
emptying of Christ.
[Paul writes:] “°If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, | have
more: ° circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; ®as to zeal, a persecutor
of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

’Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of
Christ. ®More than that, | regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things, and |
regard them as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ “and be found in him, not having
a righteousness of my own that comes from the law but one that comes through faith in
Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. '° | want to know Christ and the
power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his
death, '"if somehow | may attain the resurrection from the dead.

'“Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but | press
on to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. "?Brothers and sisters, | do
not consider that | have laid hold of it, but one thing I have laid hold of: forgetting what
lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, "1 press on toward the goal,
toward the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Save us as you prom - ised; we will trust  your word.
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Save us as you prom - ised; we will trust  your word.

*GOSPEL READING: JOHN 12:1-8

By doing such a dramatic miracle as bringing his friend Lazarus back to life, Jesus became
seen as a dangerous force by the religious leaders in Jerusalem. Jesus had avoided the pubic
eye, but now, as his final Passover approached (he would enter the city the next day), he
returned to the house of his friends. “Nard” was an oil imported from the Himalayas, which
was often counterfeited; John makes sure we know this is the genuine article.

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the twelfth chapter.
A: Glory to you, O Lord.

' Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he
had raised from the dead. “ There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and
Lazarus was one of those reclining with him. *Mary took a pound of costly perfume
made of pure nard, anointed Jesus's feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was
filled with the fragrance of the perfume. “But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one
who was about to betray him), said, > “Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred
denarii and the money given to the poor?” °(He said this not because he cared about
the poor but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what
was put into it.) ' Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for
the day of my burial. ®You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have
me." P: The gospel of the Lord. A: Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

*HYMN OF THE DAY: “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” (ELW 596)
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I My hope is built on noth-ing less than Je-sus’ blood and righ-teous-ness;
2 Whendark-ness veils his love-ly face, I rest on his un - chang-ing grace;
3 His oath, his cov - ¢ - nant, his blood sus - tainme in the rag - ing flood;
4  When he shall come with trum-pet sound, oh, may I then in him be found,
0 — . p—— .
) ! ! — — ! T —— 1
G— e - B B S — " —- B B ——
A\IV I I I I I b
I R— - S——
no mer-it of my own [ claim, but whol - ly lean on Je- sus’ name.
in ev-"ry high and storm -y gale my an - chorholds with-in the veil.
when all sup-ports are washed a-way, he then is all my hope and stay.
clothed in his righ-teous-ness a-lone, re - deemed to stand be - fore the throne!
Refrain
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On Christ, the sol - id rock, I stand; all oth - er ground is
0 .
i J] % ! l ! J i | i
& I & &
@) = P E— 2
sink -ing sand, all oth - er ground is sink - ing  sand.

Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt.
Music: THE SOLID ROCK, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868

*INVITATION TO BAPTISM

*APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,

9



he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those in
need.

A brief silence.

L: The church declares your praise, O God. Guide us in the example of Isaiah’s
imagination, Paul's transformed identity, and Mary's faith and devotion; that our lives,
too, may be poured out in love as we trust in your promises. God, in your mercy,

A: receive our prayer.

L: The earth declares your praise, O God. Make a way for the planet's future in the sea
and the wilderness, the mountains and plains, the tundra and wetlands. Repair habitats

and sustainable ecosystems on, above, and beneath the ground. God, in your mercy,
A: receive our prayer.

L: The nations declare your praise, O God. Where religious differences divide, bring
together those who worship you in the name of Jesus Christ and those who call to you
with different names. Guide interreligious dialogue, that faith may unite rather than
divide communities. God, in your mercy,

A: receive our prayer.

L: The people declare your praise, O God. Restore those whose hope has been
dampened through a health diagnosis, job or home loss, divorce, or death. Bring healing
to those in need (especially). May all who weep now sing songs of joy again. God, in your
mercy,

A: receive our prayer.

L: The gifts of the Spirit declare your praise, O God. We thank you for artists who
proclaim the gospel especially Albrecht Durer, Matthias Grunewald, and Lucas Cranach.
Inspire music, poetry, and images that proclaim the new thing you are doing. God, in

your mercy,
A: receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
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L: The communion of saints declares your praise, O God. Giving thanks for those who
have died, we trust in the one who has made them his own: Christ Jesus, our crucified
and risen Savior. God, in your mercy,

L: receive our prayer.

L: Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the
name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life.

A: Amen.
*PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. A: And also with you.
MEAL
OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING
*OFFERTORY: “Create in Me a Clean Heart” (ELW 188)
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Music: J. A. Freylinghausen, 1670-1739
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*OFFERING PRAYER

L: Let us pray: Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures among us, opening
your heart to the world. As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, deepen our
commitment to sharing those treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ.

A: Amen.

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is  right to give our thanks and praise.
*PREFACE

P: Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise

your name and join their unending hymn:
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*SANCTUS
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P: Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide,
together with rivers and seas, wells and springs
we bless and magnify you.
You led your people Israel through the desert,
and provided them water from the rock.
We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water,
who joined us in our desert, pouring out his life for the world.
In the night in which he was handed over,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Together we proclaim the mystery of our faith:
A: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
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Remembering, therefore,
his life, death, and resurrection,
we await your salvation for all this thirsty world.
A: Amen, come Lord Jesus.
Pour out your Spirit on this holy food
and on all the baptized gathered for this feast:
wash away our sin,
that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ.
A: Amen, come Holy Spirit.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church, both now and forever.
A: Amen

*LORD'S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, hallowed be your name,
thy kingdom come, your kingdom come,
thy will be done, your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,; Give us today our daily bread.
and forgive us our trespasses, Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those as we forgive those

who trespass against us; who sin against us.
and lead us not into temptation, Lead us not into time of trial,
but deliver us from evil. but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, For the kingdom, the power,
and the power, and the glory, and the glory are yours
forever and ever. Amen. forever and ever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: Allwho are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread.
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*LAMB OF GOD
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take a - way the sin of the world; grant wus peace.
COMMUNION

P: The body of Christ, given for you. L: The blood of Christ, shed for you. A: Amen.
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COMMUNION HYMN: “On a Hill Far Away” (TFF 77)
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I On a hill far a - way stood an old rug-ged cross,
2 Oh, that old rug-ged cross so de-spised by the world,
3 In the old rug-ged cross, stained with blood so di - vine,
4 To the old rug-ged cross I will ev - er be true,
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the em - Dblem of suf - fring and shame;

has a won - drous at - trac - tion for me;
a won - drous beau - ty I see;
its shame and re - proach glad - ly bear;
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and I love that old cross  where the dear - est and Dbest
for  the dear Lamb of God left his glo - ry a - bove,
for ’twas on that old cross Je - sus suf - fered and died,
Christ will call me some day to my home far a - way,
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for a world of lost sin - ners  was slain
to. ... bear it to dark Cal - va - ry
to.... par - don and sanc - ti - fy me.
where his glo - ry for - ev - er i share.
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tro - phies at last I lay  down; I will cling to the old rug-ged
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Cross, and ex - change it some day for a crown.

Text: George Bennard, 1873-1958

Music: THE OLD RUGGED CROSS, George Bennard, 1873-1958
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*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in grace.
A: Amen.

*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE - Nunc Dimittis (Now, Lord)
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*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

L: Let us pray. Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us new.
Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities, that your liberating love
might nourish the world into freedom, in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our
Lord. A: Amen.

SENDING
*SENDING OF COMMUNION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

You may be seated.

*CHARGE TO THE PEOPLE
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*BLESSING

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord'’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The
Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and the Son, +

and the Holy Spirit. A: Amen.

*SENDING HYMN: “ Restore in Us, O God” (ELW 328)
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1 Re - store in us, O God, the splen-dor of your love; re -
2 0 Spir - it, wake in  us the won-der of your pow’r; from
3 Bring us, O Christ, to share the full - ness of your joy; bap -
4 Three-per - soned God, ful - fill the prom-ise of your grace, that
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new your im-age in  our hearts,and all our sins re - move.
fruit-less fear un - furl our lives like spring-time bud and flow’r.
tize us in the r1is - en life that death can-not de - stroy.
we, when all our search-ing ends, may see you face to face.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944

Music: BAYLOR, Hal H. Hopson, b. 1933

Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company.

Music © 1985 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you. A: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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DAILY READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday, April 6
Isaiah 43:16-21
Psalm 126 (5)
Philippians 3:4b-14
John 12:1-8

Monday, April 7
Exodus 40:1-15
Hebrews 10:19-25
Psalm 20

Tuesday, April 8
Judges 9:7-15
1]John 2:18-28
Psalm 20

Wednesday, April 9
Habakkuk 3:2-15
Luke 18:31-34
Psalm 20

Thursday, April 101
Isaiah 53:10-12
Hebrews 2:1-9
Psalm 31:9-16

Friday, April 11
Isaiah 54:9-10
Hebrews 2:10-18
Psalm 31:9-16

Saturday, April 12
Leviticus 23:1-8
Luke 22:1-13
Psalm 31:9-16
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ABOUT ST. PAUL
PURPOSE
We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love.

MISSION
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,
and serve community.

CORE VALUES
Faith ® Compassion ® Generosity ® Community

OUR BIBLE VERSES

As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him.
[Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom | have chosen to bring my name before the nations.- Acts 9:3,15

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Susquehannock people, where we gather for
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COPYRIGHT AND LICENSE INFORMATION

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000528. New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible, copyright © 2021, National
Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Revised Common
Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Hymns reprinted and
streamed under Onelicense Annual License, A-726322 for Aug 11, 2024 - Aug 10, 2025. The Scriptural Prones (introductions to the
pericopes) are written by the Rev. Dr. Mark Oldenburg and used with permission. Words found in psalm taken from Seedbed.com,
written by Tim and Julie Tennent. Permission is granted to use these metrical settings for public worship with acknowledgement of
the source. Permission is not granted for commercial use or financial charge.



http://sundaysandseasons.com/

