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Pastor Hagerty writes...

On March 23rd, the Congregation unanimously approved moving forward with a Capital
Campaign to raise the necessary funds to replace the Fellowship Hall roof and approved
Council to spend the funds for the replacement. The cost to replace is estimated at

$30,000. At the time of the meeting, we already had $18,000 in the Capital Improvements
Fund that had been earmarked for the replacement of the roof. We have received an addi-
tional $800 since then. Any member that elects to use IRA distributions, please ask your
provider to have the designation of the funds reflected on the check so the funds will be
properly reflected. Once the funds to replace the roof are in hand, the Property Committee
will gather bids from reputable roofers in an effort to find the most economical solution and
present the conclusion to our Church Council for approval. Should you have a recommenda-
tion of a roofer, please let a member of the Property Committee know.

Capital Appeal for Our New Roof on the Parish Hall
$18,800 received toward our $30,000 Goal
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Church Council Minutes
March 9, 2025

Called to order in the Parish Hall by President
Don Hill at 11:00 am.

Opening Prayer by Pastor Hagerty

Check Roll: Pastor Hagerty, Fred Falls, Don
Hill, Gale Smith, Beth Bedenbaugh, Lacy
Derrick, Sandi Martini, Deb Morell, and
Christy Brasington

Absent: none

Pastor’s Report

We continue to provide weekly worship re-
sources to the congregation. They include:

1. In-person worship services continue to be
held at 10:00 am on Sundays.

2. YouTube worship videos that are filmed
and edited by Emory Bedenbaugh.
Through March 9", we have done 239
videos.

3. On-line bulletins and sermon transcripts
in pdf format are emailed to the church
family and hand delivered to 21 house-
hold locations.

4. Worship video links are being emailed to
our church family and posted on our web-
site of: www.stthomaschapin.com. It is
also posted to our St. Thomas Facebook
page and boosted to the Chapin area.

5. We offered Holy Communion at the altar
rail on March 2™ on Transfiguration Sun-
day, which was also Bold Women’s Sun-
day. We will offer Holy Communion by
intinction on April 6™, the first Sunday of
the month.




1.

6. Our in-person worship attendance for

February was 50. We averaged 51 views
per week on YouTube for our pre-
recorded Sunday worship videos.

Other activities include:

Confirmation class and Sunday School
classes continue at 9:00 am.

Our Young at Heart (YAH) seniors’ group
met on February 18" for a pizza lunch-
eon. They will meet again On March 18"
at 11:30 am for fellowship and good food
that will be provided.

3. Pastor and Elizabeth Hill attended the

fourth session of the SC Synod program
entitled, “Building Dynamlc Ministry”

via Zoom on March 6™. The emphasis for
this session was hearing the positive ex-
perience of Providence Lutheran Church
with using Google advertising. We also
are going to have Church Fuel evaluate
our website and offer suggestions for im-
provement.

4. Pastor reserved all twenty (20) rooms at

the Coastal Retreat Center for 2025 on
June 19" - 22" We hope that the week-
end will be more favorable for people’s
summer schedules. We are now inviting
all of the churches in the Dutch Fork
Cluster to partner with us for the retreat.

5. The Shrove Tuesday — Mardi Gras sau-

sage and pancake supper was held on
March 4™ at 5:30 pm. There were 32 peo-
ple in attendance.

6. Ash Wednesday / Holy Commumon ser-

vices were held on March 5™ at Genera-
tions of Chapin at 2 PM and at St Thom-
as at 7 pm. There were 24 people at the
STLC service.

7.

10.

11

The Dutch Fork Cluster Wednesday Len-
ten 6 pm meals & 7 pm services start on
March 12" at Mouth Hermon in Peak
with Pastor Hagerty preaching.

We are working with Bethel Lutheran
Church to provide a Vacation Bible
School from July 20" through the 24™ at
St Thomas using the “Road Trip” curric-
ulum.

The planned Celebration of Life service
in our parish hall on March 1% for Toni
Hinson Sandel was relocated to Lancas-
ter.

Gloria Harmon Ziemer was buried in the
STLC cemetery on March 1*.

. A graveside service for Mariam Williams

will be held on March 15™ at 3:00 pm.

Memorial Fund Report

We have rolled the memorial funds into
designated funds. Those funds are now part
of the list of funds that will be tracked in our
treasurer’s reports. We give thanks for Anne
Shealy’s faithful service for more than
twenty (20) years. As always, we continue
to accept ideas for enhancing our congrega-
tion through the use of memorial funds.

Treasurer’s Reports

The Consolidated Fund Activity Report
shows that we ended the month of February
with a current operating fund balance

of $58,915.66. Our current operating fund
expenses during the month of February
were $19,888.35. Our February receipts
were $19,800.08.

The February 2025 consolidated activity
report includes the following designated
fund totals:




Capital improvement fund: $22,424.39
Sanctuary enhancements fund: $20,284.58
Cemetery fund: $1,047.07

Social Ministry / Outreach Fund: $647.37
STLC Youth Fund: $3,382.28

JLB Endowment Principal

Balance: $83,674.39

JLB Endowment Interest

Balance: $27,553.94

JLB Loan Balance: $24,910.63

Christy had a question regarding the $3,140
that has been ear marked for a cremains
garden. It had been part of the memorial
funds that have now been rolled into the
treasurer’s list of designated funds. It had
been assigned to the Memorial Wall /
Columbarium Fund, which is account num-
ber 3402. We will request our treasurer to
transfer it to a new designated fund entitled
“cremains scattering garden.”

There were twenty-four (24) funds that
show up in our treasurer’s reports that have
zero balances and no recent activity. We
agreed to have the Stewardship and Finance
Committee recommend which of these
should be closed out by our treasurer.

Stewardship and Finance

Don reported that the committee met on
February 25", Ron Derrick is the committee
chair. Don Hill is the council liaison.

The committee discussed the need to have a
capital campaign to raise money to pay for a
new roof on the Parish Hall building. As
stated in our newsletter, the congre%ational
meeting is scheduled for March 23" at
11:00 am. We will seek approval of the
committee’s recommendation to have a cap-
ital campaign to raise $30,000 for a new

shingled roof. We have already gotten a
commitment of $18,000 toward the project.
After the money is raised, we will seek bids
from reputable roofing companies. We will
also include information during the meeting
that a metal roof would cost about
$100,000. Given the cost difference, the
committee recommends the shingled roof
option. We are advertising the meeting via
our newsletter, bulletins, hand delivered
packets, and email. We all agreed to save
the cost of mailing the meeting announce-
ment.

Cemetery

Pastor already covered the one burial in his
report. Christy will continue to monitor the
need for repairing graves that have settled.
She communicates and works with the fu-
neral homes as needed. Christy then submit-
ted a proposed revised cemetery constitu-
tion. We agreed to all take it home and read
it. Then we were all asked to bring back any
comments or any other proposed revisions
for our next council meeting in April.

Christian Education

Beth Bedenbaugh submitted a written re-
port. The committee has not met since the
last council meeting and will meet some-
time after Easter. A summary of current
classes and teachers were presented. The
high school class has changed curriculum to
“Faith Lens,” offered for free by the ELCA.
Pastor will start a mid-week Adult Bible
Study after Easter with a morning and even-
ing option. Vacation Bible School will be
held July 20"™-24™ at St Thomas, with Beth-
el Lutheran Church and Saint Thomas
working together on the meals and program.
The curriculum is “Road Trip” by Cokes-
bury. There will be a separate committee
formed for this VBS.




Property
Lacy submitted a written report. Thanks go
out to Rick Rennebaum and Ronald Der-

rick for the installation of the columbarium.

Among the other items in the report, we
received an insurance settlement (after our
$5,000 deductible) of $200.15 for Hurri-
cane Helene damage. This check was re-
turned to the insurance company, so our
premiums would not change. Work has
been completed on the cemetery road
ditch, as well as painting one of the doors
of the parish building facing the cemetery.
The automatic feature to our front door to
the Parish Building was broken. It was
fixed for only the $255 service call fee, de-
spite being two months past our warranty.
Quality Life Solutions serviced our water
system for $458 on 2/21. The church work-
day has been scheduled for March 15",
with a hotdog lunch to follow the work.
Pastor requested help setting up chairs for
the graveside service for Mariam Willians.
This will be done during our workday.

We will work on bids for the roof replace-
ment of the fellowship hall. We have one
that is now outdated for a cost of $30,000
for architectural shingles, or $100,000 for a
metal roof. Once we have raised the funds,
we will receive the required bids and fol-
low a protocol for approval.

Outreach and Evangelism

Gale submitted a written report and is the
council liaison. Members of the committee
include Beth Ervin, Susan Waites, Christy
Brasington and Pastor. A meeting was held
on Feb 11" and Shrove Tuesday was dis-
cussed. It is scheduled to be held on March
4™ Pastor will get the food; Lib Derrick
will decorate; Rick R and Tom V will flip

pancakes; Generations of Chapin will pro-
vide cooked sausage. and Janice Lindler
will make a King Cake.

The committee met again on Ash Wednes-
day right before our March 5™ service.

A congregational survey was discussed,
which would ask what our members would
enjoy. We will put out sign-up sheets to
determine who is willing to volunteer for a
given event. We talked about events that
are worth repeating and the need to come
up with new ideas.

We came up with a Vision Statement: “We
want to provide a feeling of community
and show kindness and caring.”

The importance of visiting our homebound
members was discussed. Christy Brasing-
ton will work with Pastor to generate a list
of people to visit. Beth Ervin requested a
grant to get an AED. We also spoke to the
Red Cross about CPR training. Pastor sug-
gested that we purchase a LifeVac unit for
about $100. It is a method to help rescue
choking victims using a suction mechanism
to dislodge food from airways. A self-
defense class is planned for June 7. The
committee may be able to help with the
beach retreat planning. A comprehensive
list of ideas was attached to Gale’s report.
It contains lots of great possibilities for
ministry on the horizon. We hope to get
more people involved.

Children’s and Youth Ministry
Sandi submitted a report. The glouth went
Super Bowling on February 9" with youth
and adults from Bethel Lutheran Church.
We had three full lanes of bowling and
had lots of food. There was also some fun




arcade time. This was a great night to get
to know some of the Bethel crew and bring
school friends. On Sunday March 9™ we
will meet at the church for pizza and plan-
ning.

We look forward to the Beach Retreat on
June 19"-22™ at the Coastal Retreat Cen-
ter. We want to include some sort of youth
program. The water park at IOP is one
idea. Grace Works will be held in Colum-
bia on July 7-11. Beth Ervin to gather
more details of this servant youth faith for-
mation event. We will offer a joint Vaca-
tion Bible School with Bethel Lutheran
Church on July 20-24. St Thomas will
host.

Worship and Music

The Worship and Music Committee met on
Wednesday, February 19" at 6 pm. Topics
included our worship plans for March 2™
Bold Women’s Sunday / Transfiguration
Sunday through Easter Sunday, April 20"
Ash Wednesday was held on March 5™
and we offered a Holy Communion wor-
ship service at 7 pm and also held a 2 pm
Ash Wednesday service at Generations of
Chapin. This gave an opportunity for those
who do not drive at night. Ginny will be
off on Sunday, March 16™ and we will
have our guest musician Jackie Frye. St
Thomas is going to participate in offering a
Wednesday evening series that includes a
meal at 6 pm and a service at 7 pm. The
theme will be: “Perfect Love Casts Out
Fear.” It will begin on March 12", when
the sun sets at 7:30 pm, due to daylight
savings time. It will run through April 9"
Sthhomas will host on Wednesday, April
2",

Other topics that were discussed included
our method of having Holy Communion at
the altar rail, as well as beginning to dis-
cuss the possible upgrade to the church’s
sound system. We agreed that an upgrade
will hopefully result in us having two port-
able mics; sound in the cry room; sound in
the fellowship hall; audio recording capa-
bility; and better sound in the current dead
spots that are in the nave. We want an un-
complicated sound board that will only
require us to deal with an on/off switch.
More to follow on the sound system up-
grade. We plan to talk to Gattis Pro Audio
in Lexington; ACWeb.com (SP?), with
whom Janet Roberts Crump is familiar;
and Integrated Media in Chapin.

New business

1. We discussed methods of distributing
Holy Communion. This included the
possibility of going back to using the
side doors. We felt that having a grab
handle or some mechanism to grab onto
would be helpful. Those people who are
unsure of using the side doors and the
steps can have communion brought to
them.

2. Lacy reported that there is now a bag
dispenser at the trash can location. We
want to prevent people from dumping
their trash in the can if there is no bag. It
creates a mess.

Pastor concluded the meeting with the
Lord’s Prayer at 12:01 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Pastor Larry Hagerty and Deb Morell




WELCA News WomérELCA=2:

Lenten Meal: We provided the Dutch Fork Cluster’s Lenten meal at St. Thomas on
Wednesday, April 2, before the Lenten service. Thank you to all who provided pots of
soup, while WELCA provided sandwiches, drinks, and dessert. Also, thank you to all
who helped set up, serve, and clean up from the meal.

We met on April 1 at 7 to plan for upcoming events and to decorate and set up for the
Lenten meal on April 2. Thanks to all who attended and helped with setting up.

PAINT WITH A TWIST: In June we will be having a social event. We will be going
to Paint With a Twist in Harbison! Cost will be between $35 - $45.
Description from their website: “Fun! Plain and simple! No creative or artis-
tic skills are needed. Painting With a Twist is all about connecting with
friends...Oh, and you’ll also learn how to paint!”

If at least 15 choose to participate, we can schedule a private party. It will probably
be on a Thursday evening (In June) based on availability and how many sign up. If you
are interested (INCLUDING FRIENDS!), there will be a sign up sheet in the Nar-
thex starting this Sunday. This list is just to see who INCLUDING FRIENDS!)
may be interested in attending. Exact details will come later based on the number
interested.

We continue to make and deliver prayer blankets. If you would like to learn how to
make a prayer blanket and help us with this outreach program, please contact Beth
Ervin. We promise it is easy to learn!!

Don’t forget that we continue to gather donations for We Care. Donations can be
placed on the designated cart in the Narthex. A list of donation suggestions can be
found in the bulletin each week. Thank you to Roger Edwards for delivering these to
We Care.

® WE CARE: April Needs $3)
wiheenn Peanut butter / jelly, boxed pasta, spaghetti sauce, corn "
muffin mix, instant potatoes, Vienna sausage/canned chicken etc, granola
bars/snack crackers, pork and beans, oatmeal, canned peas
Always needed: Laundry detergent, Dish soap

Thank you for your generosity!
Alecia Klauk directorwcc@sc.twebe.com




In Christian Service in April

Lay Readers: Keeper of the keys:

6 Lynn Rennebaum Christy Brasington
13 Jeanne Lever

17 Rolf Baghdady Altar Flowers:

20 Beth Bedenbaugh 6 Lent/No Flowers
27 Debbie Rennhack 13 Palms
20 Open
Greeter: Christy Brasington 27 Open
Ushers:  Bill Brasington
Christy Brasington
MEMORIALS

Given to the glory of God and in loving memory of: | 3 n
Donnie Slice by Brenda Slice N ,EOU g
Marge Gray by John P. Gray [* : %&ﬂ/’emory

Mike Edens by Marc & Karen McCollough
Mariam Williams by Larry Williams, Russell & Cathy Kunkle
Gloria Ziemer by Mrs. Michael Edens

The Second Quarter

, THE WORD
Word in Season IN SEASON
Devotional Booklets
are available in the
narthex in large print

and small print.




Reserve your spot for the Dutch Fork Cluster
2025 church beach retreat
at the Isle of Palms: June 19th to June 22nd
We have reserved all 20 rooms
at the Coastal Retreat Center!
Registration Forms are on the Narthex Table.

Worship on the Beach Coastal Retreat Center

Dear Congregation -

On April 9th, we will complete our Dutch Fork Cluster Lenten Series:
"Perfect Love Casts Our Fear."

Now we look ahead to the Dutch Fork Cluster Beach Retreat at the SC
Synod Coastal Retreat Center at the Isle of Palms. Signing up may be a
leap of faith for you. Y'all may be asking yourselves in fear:

"Who do T know that is going?
"Will I fit into the group?”
"Am I too old or too young to sign up?

A favorite saying of Jesus is: "Do not fear." We welcome all ages and
we pray for a faith filled time of enjoyment and renewal in a loving and
welcoming environment. We already have people from four (4) of our
Dutch Fork Cluster congregations signed up. Our goal is to fill the
Coastal Retreat Center with our brothers and sisters in Christ. I hope
y'all will come! Your presence will surely be a blessing to us.

God's peace,
Pastor Larry




WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER

If you have a name which you would like to have listed, please indicate by filling out a pew
card or by calling the church office. Names will then remain on the prayer list for four weeks,
unless we are notified to extend the time. Thank you.

STLC, Staff, Pastor &
their families

SC Synod, Bishop,
Staff & their families

Christopher Lindler
and family (grandson
of Mike and Kerry
Lindler)

Zachary Lindler
(prayers for his intern-
ship)

Ginger MacDonald
(mental health issues /
daughter of Bennie

and Lib Der-
rick)
Mary Nichols

(dementia / Laurel
Crest Community,
West Columbia)

Joe Epting (continued
kidney dialysis treat-
ments)

Debbie Wise (breast
cancer / chemo treat-

ments / daughter of
Rose Bickley)

Millette Mullins
(leukemia)

Zachary Slice (brain
cancer / 19-year-old
grandson of friends of
Roger & Trisha Ed-
wards)

Deb Morell
(recovering from a 2nd

house fire on July
15th)

Sonny Gardner (cancer
treatments / friend of
Norman Wilson)

O’Neal Bickley
(kidney and eye is-
sues)

Tracey Hagerty
(recovery from ankle
replacement surgery of
January 30th)

Dr. Janet Roberts-
Crump (vision issues
and treatments)

Melverta Sandel
(rehab at Wellmore in
Lexington)

Family of Mariam
Williams (who died on
March 4™)

Pam Meetze (needs
pain relief for her
back, hip, and leg)

Bobby Kinard (issues
with kidney and dialy-
sis / cousin of Holly
Wessinger)

Family of Kevin
Counts (who died on
March 8" / nephew of
John and Judy
Swygert)

Family of Dorothy
Kille (who died on
March 14" / mother of
Kerry Lindler)

Betty Koon (recovery
from fall / transition to
Harbison Shores

990 Columbia Ave,
Room 105, Irmo, SC
29063 / visitors wel-
come)

Carl David Lindler
(Recovery from sur-
gery on April 2™, full
shoulder replacement
with reversant
procedure)

Family of Raymond
Rennebaum (who died
on April 2™ at the age
of 98 / father of Rick
Rennebaum)
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GOLDEN AGER’'S BRUNCH

SUNDAY, MAY 4, 2025
11:00 AM

INVITATIONS WILL BE MAILED SOON

1eDate

EASTER LILIES 2025

St. Thomas Lutheran Church is decorated each year with
Easter Lilies in celebration of the resurrection of our Lord.

If you would like to contribute an Easter Lily to the glory of
God and in honor or memory of a loved one or friend, please
fill out an order form that is located on the narthex table.

Place in the offering plate, along with your payment of $14.00
per lily. (or drop off at the church office.) Checks should be
made payable to St. Thomas Lutheran Church. Please place
your order as soon as possible to reserve yours. Thank you.
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Johanna Rennhack Goodwin | 1T Emory Bedenbaugh

1

2 Jessica Rennhack Mary NiChQIS

3 Roger Bickley Gracie De?rrlck

4  Dennis Lindler Nell Derrick |
Tom Vacula Branflon McCaslin

9  Jackson Derrick Gracie Rennhack
Ronnie Saville Anne Shealy .

10 Dianne Shealy Steven McCaslin

Fred Falls

22/1978 Harry & Gloria Freeman
23/1988 Richard & Helen Miller
30/1994 Roger & Terri Bickley
29/1995 Ricky & Lisa Derrick

Sunday School and Confirmation classes continue during January.
They are held from 9:00 am to 9:45 am for:

1) Adults, using the Scripture Readings of the day;
2) High school (9th—12th), using "ELCA Faith Lens"
3) Confirmation (5th—8th), using Here We Stand; and

4) Kids 4th grade and younger, using Spark curriculum.

ELCA
FAITH LENS
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A Record of OQur Faithfulness

Through 3/30/2025

2025 Budgeted income $ 227,024
2025 Monthly need $ 18,919
2025 Actual income $ 63212
Monthly avg income $ 21,071

Worship Attendance
Date In-Person # of On-line

Attendance Views

Mar 2 55 49
Mar 9 60 53
Mar 16 38 55
Mar 23 60 34
Mar 30 50 18
March Worship Service Averages
In-Person Attendance = 53
On-line YouTube views = 42
Combined total = 95

Giving is a basic
spiritual practice.

It’s important for us all to engage
in it according to our ability, be-
cause giving is one of the ways
that God comes down to us. Giv-
ing is included in a list of basic
spiritual practices that also in-
cludes prayer, corporate worship,
Scripture study, silence, and ser-
vice.

We give thanks for your gener-
ous giving in support of our min-
istry of Word and Sacrament
here at Saint Thomas. Please
continue to give generously in
proportion to how God has
blessed you.

Thanks!!!

God’s peace,
Pastor

Younhg wHeart

v

v

Please join us on Tuesday, April 15th for our Fellowship Lunch
beginning at 11:30 am. Menu: TBD / lunch will be provided.

2025 Flower Chart is posted on the Cry Room door and has sever-

al open dates. If you would like to put flowers in the church in hon-

or or memory of someone, please sign up and indicate one or two
flower arrangements beside your name. Thank you!
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St. Thomas

Lutheran Church

215 St. Thomas Church Road
Chapin, SC 29036

STLC Newsletter
April 2025 Forwarding Service Requested
Pastor Church Office Hours
The Rev. Larry Hagerty Monday-Friday:

Director of Music
Ginny Lindler

Administrative Assistant
Sharon Dickert

Council President
Don Hill

Council Vice President
Christy Brasington

Council Secretary
Debbie Morell

Treasurer
Jennifer Wicker

Memorial Recording Clerk
Sharon Dickert

8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Pastor’s Availability
Tuesday through Sunday 8 AM to 9 PM

Feel free to call Pastor’s cell: 803-673-6507
to talk or to make an appointment
Church Phone: (803) 345-2993
Office email: sttom215@yahoo.com
Pastor’s email: vichagerty@yahoo.com
Web: www.stthomaschapin.com
In Case of Emergency, Call Any Time:

Pastor Hagerty
Cell 803-673-6507

Council President
Don Hill
703-744-5341
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