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PRELUDE

Introduction

Righteousness and Mercy by Rev. Sarah A. Speed

As children we were taught to tell the teacher.

(Justice was dealt when we spoke up.)

As children we were taught to always be kind. 

(Friends were made when we spoke love.)

As children we were taught that Zaccheus climbed a tree. 

(But we cut that tree down a long time ago.)

So what are the rules for this day and age? 

Can we turn black and white into shades of gray? 

Do we call each other out, for righteousness sake? 

Do we call each other in? Do we grab something to eat? 

As always, love is somewhere in between. 



Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

Friends, our faith calls us to live with both mercy and righteousness.

Somewhere along the way, however, we have forgotten that truth. 

Somewhere along the way, we began arguing about who deserves

mercy and whether or not they had acted with enough righteousness

to receive it. Fortunately, God does not act that way. No matter what

mistakes we have made or wrong turns we’ve taken, God consistently

meets us with mercy and invites us to try again. So let us lean into

that good news, and go to God in prayer: 

Merciful God, 

When we fail to be righteous, show us mercy. When we fail to

be merciful, show us what is right. Again and again, bring us

closer to you. Again and again, show us the way. 

Family of faith, when we fail to be righteous, God is merciful. When we

fail to be merciful, God invites us to try again. Again and again, God

moves closer to us. Again and again, God shows us the way. Thanks

be to God for this unending love. 

Gathering Song ACS#979



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Kyrie

Hymn of Praise



Prayer of the Day

Loving God, week after week we return to this space, because we long to

see you. Like Zacchaeus who climbed a tree to get a peek at you as

you walked by, we come to this sanctuary hoping to get a peek of

your goodness, of your joy, of your light. Speak to us through these

ancient words. Let us get a peek of the love that lingers here. Amen.

The First Reading is from the 6th Chapter of Micah

6 “With what shall I come before the Lord

    and bow myself before God on high?

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,

    with calves a year old?
7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,

    with ten thousands of rivers of oil?

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,

    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good,

    and what does the Lord require of you

but to do justice and to love kindness

    and to walk humbly with your God?

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

The Responsive Psalm is Psalm 84
1 How lovely is your dwelling place,  O Lord of hosts!

2 My soul longs, indeed it faints, for the courts of the Lord;

my heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God.

3 Even the sparrow finds a home and the swallow a nest for herself,

    where she may lay her young, at your altars, O Lord of hosts,

    my King and my God.
4 Happy are those who live in your house,

    ever singing your praise. 

For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.

I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God

    than live in the tents of wickedness.
11 For the Lord God is a sun and shield; he bestows favor and honor.

No good thing does the Lord withhold from those who walk uprightly.
12 O Lord of hosts, happy is everyone who trusts in you.

The Second Reading is from Chapter 2 of Ephesians

You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked,

following the course of this world,[a] following the ruler of the power of the

air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient.[b] 3 All of

us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, doing the will of flesh

and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone

else, 4 but God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he

loved us 5 even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive

together with Christ[c]—by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up

with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places[d] in Christ Jesus, 7 so

that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace

in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved

through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God— 9 not the

result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are what he has made

us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand

so that we may walk in them.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%202%3A1-10&version=NRSVUE
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Gospel Acclamation

The Holy Gospel

The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 19th chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2 A man was there named

Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3 He was trying to see

who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was

short in stature. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him,

because he was going to pass that way. 5 When Jesus came to the place, he

looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must

stay at your house today.” 6 So he hurried down and was happy to welcome

him. 7 All who saw it began to grumble and said, “He has gone to be the

guest of one who is a sinner.” 8 Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord,

“Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor, and if I have

defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much.” 9 Then

Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he, too,

is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the

lost.” The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Message

Sermon

Hymn of the Day

  



Affirmation of Faith

In a world that loves to cast blame and point fingers, Jesus loved by

different rules. He offered mercy. He invited people to dinner. He told

stories of love. He chose to see the best in others. 

We believe that small acts of mercy and compassion have ripple effects in

our lives. We believe that small acts of righteousness and justice are

integral to a life of faith. 

So like Christ, we believe in offering mercy, inviting people to dinner,

telling stories of love, and choosing to see the best in others. With

God’s help, may it be so. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all

those in need.

A brief silence.

The church declares your praise, O God. Guide us in the example of Isaiah’s

imagination, Paul’s transformed identity, and Mary’s faith and devotion; that

our lives, too, may be poured out in love as we trust in your promises. God,

in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The earth declares your praise, O God. Make a way for the planet’s future in the sea

and the wilderness, the mountains and plains, the tundra and wetlands.

Repair habitats and sustainable ecosystems on, above, and beneath the

ground. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The nations declare your praise, O God. Where religious differences divide,

bring together those who worship you in the name of Jesus Christ and those

who call to you with different names. Guide interreligious dialogue, that faith

may unite rather than divide communities. God, in your mercy, receive our

prayer.

The people declare your praise, O God. Restore those whose hope has been

dampened through a health diagnosis, job or home loss, divorce, or death.

Bring healing to those in need (especially). May all who weep now sing songs

of joy again. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The gifts of the Spirit declare your praise, O God. We thank you for artists

who proclaim the gospel (especially Albrecht Dürer, Matthias Grünewald, and

Lucas Cranach). Inspire music, poetry, and images that proclaim the new

thing you are doing. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

The communion of saints declares your praise, O God. Giving thanks for those who

have died, we trust in the one who has made them his own: Christ Jesus, our

crucified and risen Savior. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your

love, in the name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life. Amen.

  THE PEACE

  The peace of Christ be with you always. 

  And also with you.

OFFERING



OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray

Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures among us, opening your

heart to the world. As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love,

deepen our commitment to sharing those treasures with others,

through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through

our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and

prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of

angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your

name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is

my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to

life.   With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death

to life.  

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

THE MEAL IS SHARED 

All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread.

Communion Song

THE BLESSING

The body and blood or our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his

grace. Amen.

Prayer after Communion

Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us new. Send

us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities, that your

liberating love might nourish the world into freedom, in the name of

the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing

As you leave this place, may you find God in every messy middle. May you know

that the world is bigger than two side. May you trust that you are made in

the image of God, and therefore, you contain multitudes. So may you move

through this world with an open heart, with a curious mind, and with the

confidence that you do not go alone. God is with you in the mountains, and

in the valleys, and everywhere in between. Amen.



Closing Hymn ACS#1000 DISMISSAL IN PEACE

Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you. Thanks be to God!

SERVING TODAY

Pastor: Kimberly Belken Organist: Linda Huntington

Worship Team Leaders: The Stezels

PRAYER CONCERNS

^ Joel Samuelson ^ Larry Rains
^ Our service men and women and their loved ones at home

THIS WEEK AT MT. OLIVET

        

SUN 4-6  8:45am Worship with Holy Communio        

10:00am Coffee Fellowsh 

SUN 4-13    8:45am Worship with Holy Communion

                                 10:00am Coffee Fellowship 

Announcements 

Pastor Kimberly Belken: email is kimberlyrbelken@gmail.com

Address:3309 McKinley St. #307, Perry, IA 50220

Office hours: are Monday and Wednesday. Note that Pastor will be at both

Immanuel and Mt. Olivet on Thursdays, so if you want to see her that day,

please be sure to call ahead so she can be in town. 

Stuff the Altar Project:  Particular needs right now are bags of rice, bags of black

beans, cans of soup, and Hamburger or Tuna Helpers. 

Karen Taylor'new address: 1006 Linden St Apt#417, Dallas Center, IA  50063

Phone:515-969-6107

mailto:kimberlyrbelken@gmail.com


Synod Assembly: Mt. OLivet would like to be represented at the Synod Assembly.

Please let Pastor know if you are interested as serving as delegates. We are

in need of 2 people to serve as delegates. Synod assembly is Saturday, May

17 from 9:30am to 4:00pm at Grandview University.

Directory Picture Time

It is time to update our church directory in the fellowship hall and on the app.

Claire Marburger will be here on Sunday, April 27 and Sunday, May 4 to take

new pictures for us. Thanks Claire!

Meal buddy

Are you interested in enjoying delicious homemade meals without the hassle of

cooking every day? We are excited to announce a new initiative that aims to

bring meals to those who cook less often.

1. Sign Up: If you’d like to receive meals or if you’d like to contribute by sharing

your homemade dishes, please let Pastor Kim or Martha Stetzel know (

through email or phone)

2. Matchmaking: We will pair those who want to share their meals with

congregates interested in receiving a meal a couple of times each month

2. We will pair our meal buddies and a few times a month you will connect and

receive a meal, delivered, from your meal buddy
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Holy Humor Sunday is April 27:  Bring yout

jokes, stories and good humor to the service that day.


