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Our Mission:   
We are an inviting and growing Christian presence,          

with a passion for living and sharing Jesus Christ. 

 

Our Vision:   

To be a Christ-centered community that Equips  

Disciples to Make Disciples.                          
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Kari Kathy  Adriana 

mailto:office2@oursaviourchurch.ca
mailto:office2@oursaviourchurch.ca
mailto:lcos.yyc.media@gmail.com


 

 



Pastor’s Message  

After the resurrection in the Gospel of John, Jesus greets the disciples with the phrase “Peace be with you” three 
times. He was both greeting his friends and proclaiming that God’s peace would be with them in all times. 
  
The word for peace in the Greek Septuagint from which our English New Testament translations are derived 
is eiréné. This word describes peace of mind and a sense of health and welfare for the individual. Its root eirō, means 
to join or tie together into a whole, or wholeness. Jesus speaks of this peace in all the gospels. 
  
So, “Peace be with you.” I invite you to hear those words and feel those words in your heart today. Peace be with 
you. It is my prayer for each of you, everyone that is a part of our community, that you would have some peace of 
mind and sense of enduring connection to who we seek to be as a whole. 
  
There were no winners or losers in Sunday’s vote about whether to remain part of the ELCIC or leave. Differences 
were laid bare in the starkness of choosing yes or no. And we find ourselves in the difficult position where more than 
half of those voting wanted to leave the ELCIC, but the supermajority was not achieved. The requirement of a 2/3 
majority for severing membership or modifying a rule of order already adopted is not just detailed in the LCOS con-
stitution but is a widely adopted governance standard. 
 
In this moment of sadness, frustration, anger and other charged emotions, we remain the Body of Christ, broken 
people called to serve broken people. In this moment, the words of Chief Lee Crowchild ring in my ears, “there 
needs to be truth before there can be reconciliation.” Part of the truth as I see it is that these differences are not 
new, but have just been less front and center than they have become in the past 7 months. Another truth is that 
God is not afraid of difference, this informs part of our understanding about free will. You will have additional truths 
about your experience of this unfolding – the discomfort of difference, worry about where we go from here, a sense 
of not being heard, what this means for getting a full-time pastor, individual plans to leave, individual plans to stay… 
  
The wisdom in Chief Crowchild’s words catch me, because, personally, I’d really like to get to the reconciliation part 
sooner rather than later, to that place where we can put this all behind us. Conflict, unknowing, waiting is uncom-
fortable. I don’t want to be part of the broken Body of Christ, I’d like to skip over these parts because I want that 
peace that surpasses all understanding, that peace like a river, that peace Jesus leaves with us so that our hearts 
would not be troubled or afraid. 
  
I’m not sure what the timeline is for the movement from truth to reconciliation – it’s not as fast as one might think 
or hope according to Crowchild. However, I am very mindful that this month as we move through the remaining 
weeks of Lent and then Maundy Thursday and Good Friday and Easter Sunday, our liturgical cycle of seasons will 
echo the journey we are making as a community. The promise of our Christian story is always resurrection, but you 
don’t get resurrection without dying. You don’t get the lilies of Easter Sunday without the dust of Ash Wednesday 
and the cross of Good Friday. 
  
We know that ignoring pain, bitterness, or anxiety will not make it go away, so let’s take the coming weeks to grieve 
the friendships strained, the new beginnings hoped for that are not materializing as planned, a lengthy call process, 
and whatever else you might add to this list. Informally, let’s share the truth of our grief with one another, not in a 
finger-pointing way that creates heroes and villains but sharing from our heart with compassion and kindness what 
we lament about what has been. It’s early days, however I also have some ideas about how we might do this more 
formally too. Furthermore, as you grieve and lament, keep resurrection in your peripheral vision. We aren’t there 
yet, and it’s not something you can rush, but we will get there. Resurrection keeps us tethered to hope rather than 
drifting into despair. 
  
 



Pastor’s Message  

  
After Easter, perhaps we might more formally name what resurrection looks like for each of us as individuals and as 
a congregation in the ELCIC. How is God calling us to engage with theological diversity, with cultivating more pastors, 
with feeling connected to and valued by others in the ELCIC? We can co-create with God responses to these queries 
and need to move into this with intention. 
  
Finally, while I hope everyone can continue to feel LCOS is a place where you experience belonging and your faith is 
nurtured, if this is not the case, please reach out to me or someone else that can support you in that difficult deci-
sion. Perhaps we might commend you or a group of you to another community with blessing and thanksgiving for 
how you enriched LCOS during your time with us, rather than just having you stop showing up. 
  
Peace be with you whether you voted yes or no. Peace be with you whether you are happy or sad. Peace be with 
you whether you are angry or relieved. Peace be with you today and tomorrow, and evermore. 
 
Warmly, 
--Pastor Daranne  



Board Report  

“...encourage one another and build each other up” - 1 Thessalonians 5:11 
 One of the many reasons LCOS continues to be blessed is our continued focus on the essential core of our 
faith. Celebrating the 2nd year of our ministry to “Feed the Hungry” is a perfect example but there are many other 
examples that demonstrate we understand what is means to “love our neighbour”. Many of you have heard me say 
over the years that we must continue being a blessing to others if we expect God to continue blessing us. I truly be-
lieve that. This verse from Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians highlights how important it is to encourage each other, 
regularly. Perhaps you might write a short note to someone and leave it in their mailbox? Watch for brightly colored 
cards to send that message... 
 As I write this report, the Special Congregational Meeting was held this afternoon and, in the aftermath of the 
vote, I have been pondering what the future of LCOS will look like. I am confident that although we don’t know what 
tomorrow holds, we know who holds tomorrow and God will continue to love and guide us regardless of the out-
come. As you may have read in an email to all members, 99 ballots were cast on whether to leave the ELCIC or not.  
A substantial majority of votes were in favor of leaving but the threshold for the vote to pass was a super-majority of 
66.67% of the votes cast instead of a simple majority (50% plus 1). Therefore, the vote was defeated. 
 I decided to provide these details because they indicate a large split in what our membership believes. On the 
one hand, those lobbying for staying within the ELCIC were successful as the vote did not meet the threshold to leave 
but what does that mean for the substantial majority of members that did vote to leave the ELCIC and, in turn, what 
does that mean for our church community? These are important questions that your Board will be dealing with as we 
plan the future direction of LCOS. I encourage all those that voted to continue in prayer for our community and not 
hesitate to contact a member of the Board if you would like to discuss any component of this further. 
 As we begin a healing process – post vote, I believe we need to consider ways to draw closer together rather 
than stay apart. As a church family, one of the ways we have done that in the past is through small groups. The opin-
ion of your Board is that we need to regain the momentum our small group ministry had prior to covid. Pastor Bill 
used to say ‘no one Pastor could possibly minister to an entire congregation’. He was right! Under the wise leadership 
of Holger Christianson and Pastor Bill Roesler, our church family focused on developing small groups that would meet 
to study God’s word, have fun and ‘do life’ together. Members of small groups have laughed, cried and celebrated life 
events over the years and forged life- long friendships. In the view of your Board, we need to encourage a return to 
that model, to spend time with each other, invest in the lives of each other and return to regular study of the Bible 
and grow in the knowledge we need to be effective disciples. Stay tuned for more detail about coming events that  
will focus on where you might feel comfortable to commit to a small group. Some of you are already there. I encour-
age you to tell others about the rich benefits this can bring to every member of our community. 
 The events of the last few years have taken a heavy toll on us. Many have been anxious about who our next 
permanent Pastor might be. Many are concerned about how the congregation might react to the results of the vote 
and afraid LCOS might not be the same inviting place it has been for so many years. I would like to think our faith and 
history as a church family has built strong relationships needed to rise above these concerns. It’s appropriate for us  
to remember what the scripture advises us ... 
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God” – Philippians 4:6 
 Our decision today is a little different from the Federal election vote coming on April 28th. For us, the most 
important part is not about being right or wrong. It’s about understanding we need to continually rely on God for di-
rection, continue to grow deeper in understanding of His will for our lives and to trust in His promises. In the gospel of 
John, Jesus tells us to rely on the leading of the Holy Spirit as “He will guide you into all the truth”. As we approach 
Easter, my question for you during this Lenten period is, ‘do you trust Him to lead us in the right direction?’ I am con-
fident that as we commit to that, we will find the right path and the right Pastor. Please continue your prayers for our 
community and for your Board. 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to Him, and 
He will make your paths straight- Proverbs 3: 5-6 
 
Bob Montgomery – Chair – LCOS Board of Directors 
 
 



Financial Secretary Report 

 

 

 

 

 
If you wish to contribute to the church, the following are options for 
giving:  
  
Interac e-transfer:  
Donations are made to email address: donate@oursaviourchurch.ca.  
  
PAR Program Giving:  
The Pre-Authorized Remittance program (PAR) gives the option to give 
monthly directly from a bank or credit union account.  
Please contact the Financial Secretary Cliff Blumhagen (403-936-0419 
or financialsecretary@oursaviourchurch.ca) to get a PAR sign up form 
and with any questions.  

Cheque:  
You can mail, bring to a church service, or drop off a cheque at the church.  
 
Online Giving (via credit or debit card **):  
Donations are made via the following secure link: https://onrealm.org/LutheranChurchofOurSaviour/give/now.  
 **NOTE: to give via debit card, the card must have a CVV code (on the back of the card). This is like the code on the 
back of a credit card. **  
 
Text Giving (via credit or debit card**):  
Donations are made by texting LCOSGive to 73256 followed by the donation amount.  
 **NOTE: to give via debit card, the card must have a CVV code (on the back of the card). This is like the code on the 
back of a credit card. **  
Giving via online and text will go to General giving.  
General giving and Designated giving can be done via Interac E-transfer, cheque, and cash.  
 
Shares from Investments:  
Shares from investments are made by transferring them from your investment account to the church investment 
account.  
 
Legacy Giving:  
Donations are made from your estate by gifting to the church by remembering the church in your will.  
 

The following methods and percentages of giving for February 2025 were: 
· Cash: 20% - 3.6.% - 11 givers 
· Cheques: 30.3% - 11 givers 
· Direct Deposit : 0.0% 
· Interac E-transfer: 45.4% - 26 givers  
· Loose Cash: 1.0% 
· Online via Realm: 0.3 - 1 giver 
· Pre-Authorized Remittance Program: 19.4 - 18 givers 
 
Financial Status – February 28, 2025: 
· Revenue (offering, rentals):  $43,077.74  
· Expenses: $54,790.94  
· For a deficit of $11,713.20  
 
 
 

Cliff Blumhagen,  

Financial Secretary  

mailto:donate@oursaviourchurch.ca
https://onrealm.org/LutheranChurchofOurSaviour/give/now
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Looking for your 2024 Tax Receipt??  
 
 
 
 
  
Tax receipts for 2024 giving were issued on January 30/ 25. They were sent via an automated email message to all 
who have an email address on file. For ones without an email address or who do not have a printer, a paper copy was 
mailed to your home address. Please contact Cliff at financialsecretary@oursaviourchurch.ca or 403-936-0419 with 
any questions.  
  
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Cliff will be away from April 08 – May 05 inclusive and will have limited email access while away. 
 
 
Please contact him with any issues in advance of April 08 as much as possible. 
 

 

 
 



  
 
 

 

 Those interested in participating in Standard First         

Aid Certification as a group at the church over a weekend, 

please reach out to Mariette. Cost will be approximately 

$130 per person. 

 

 If you currently hold First Aid Certification, and are 

comfortable being noted as a First Aid Responder, please 

contact Mariette, as she will be posting names by the First 

Aid Kit and AED that we have at the church so we know 

who to call on in the event of a medical emergency at the 

church.  
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Youth and Family Ministry 

 
  

 

 

 



Youth and Family Ministry 

 

     https://vbspro.events/p/lcosvbs2025 



 



Donations can be made by phoning  

403-283-6363 or at 

 operationeyesight.com  



 

 



Just for Laughs! 

Hilarious answers by Christian elementary school kids to questions about 
the Old and New Testaments. The following statements about the bible were written by children. 
They have not been retouched or corrected (i.e., incorrect spelling has been left in): 
 
1. In the first book of the bible, Guinessis, God got tired of creating 
stuff, so he took the Sabbath off. 
2. Adam and Eve were made from an apple tree. Noah's wife was called Joan of Ark. Noah built an 
ark, which the animals come on to with pears. 
3. Lot's wife was a pillar of salt by day, and a ball of fire at night. 
4. The Jews were a proud people and all through history they had 
disagreements with the Genitals. 
5. Samson was a strong man who let himself be led stray by a Jezebel like Delilah. 
6. Samson slayed the Philistines with the axe of the Apostles. 
7. Moses led the hebrews to the Red Sea, where they made unleavened bread which is bread with-
out any ingredients 
8. The Egyptians were all drowned in the dessert. Afterwards, Moses went up on Mount Cyanide to 
find the ten ammendments. 
9. The first commandment was when Eve told Adam to eat an apple. 
10. The seventh commandment is thou shalt not admit adultery. 
11. Moses died before he ever got to America. Then Joshua led the hebrews in the battle of Geritol. 
12. The greatest miracle in the Bible is when Joshua told his son to 
stand still and he obeyed him. 
13. David was a hebrew king skilled at playing the liar. He fought 
with the Finklesteins, a race of people who lived in Biblical times. 
14. Solomon, one of David's sons, had 300 wives. It must have been nag, nag, nag all day long. 
15. When Mary heard that she was the mother of Jesus, she sang the Magna Carta. 
16. When the three wise guys from the east side arrived, they found Jesus in the manager. 
17. Jesus was born because Mary had an immaculate contraption. 
18. St. John the blacksmith dumped water on his head. 
19. Jesus enunciated the Golden Rule, which says to do one to others before they do one to you. He 
also explained, a man doth not live by dread alone. 
20. It was a miracle when Jesus rose from the dead and managed to get the tombstone off the en-
trance. 
21. The people who followed the lord were called the 12 decibels. 
22. The epistles were the wives of the apostles. 
23. One of the opossum was St. Matthew who was also a taximan. 
24. St. Paul cavorted to Christianity. He preached holy acrimony, 
which is another name for marriage. 
25. Christians have only one mate. That is called monotony. 





After Service on Easter Sunday 

Served by your Board of Directors 

Easter Egg Hunt 

after Service Easter Sunday 

for the Kids! 



 

 



What’s Been Happening at LCOS 

 



 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Time Capsule 



Time Capsule 

 

Intersection of Fairmount Dr. and Heritage Dr. 

1962 



Time Capsule 

 

After the 1962 picture was taken, LCOS was built in the space 

between the swimming pool and the four houses to the north 

of the vacant land.   



Time Capsule 

              Lutheran Church of Our Saviour is located 
on land homesteaded by Christopher Greer, the North East quarter of Section 22, Township 23, 
Range 1 West of the 5th Meridian. 
 
The earlier resident Rev. E. Paske Smith tried to sell his improvements to Henry Stuart but Mr. 
Stuart left for the United States. Greer moved to the claim in December 1885 and made a $1000 
payment to Rev. Smith. He applied for the NW quarter (corner of MacLeod Trail & Heritage Drive) 
as a pre-emption. 
 

The north half of Section 22 is from Heritage Drive to 90 Ave and a mile east of MacLeod Trail to 
6 Street East. Greer’s sister was the wife of William Standish who farmed CPR land on the north 
side of Heritage Drive.  
 
Section numbers can be found by looking at the map called Calgary Administrative Boundaries 
and selecting the section layers. Enter the desired address and zoom in.  
 
Calgary Imagery has aerial photos starting from 1924-26. The photos help to narrow down the 
years when changes were made to buildings.  
 
Blocks of 5 acres along Heritage Drive and along MacLeod Trail to Southland Drive were adver-
tised for sale around 1912. Only two families with small dairy farms were counted in the 1931 
census and no one lived in Section 23.  
 
CPR received most of the odd numbered sections for building the railway. There is a database of 
land sales with the buyer’s name, date and cost per acre. 
            ~~ Alice 





 

  



 

Submitted by Margaret Heimbigner 



Bishop’s Message 

 

  

April 2025 
 
 

Grace and peace to you,          
  
 With every waking moment of newsfeed and conversation being consumed with politics, it is easy to be 
swept along in the fervor, our thoughts evermore being centered on a singular topic. The gospel call however, is to a 
wide interest and to the many needs of Creation. As we continue through Lent and into the season of spring, we also 
find ourselves in the season of seeding and new life! 
 Many of us have seen the bumper stickers that read, “I love [Alberta] beef,” or “If you ate today thank a 
farmer!” These cute reminders uplift the importance of those who work the land – and we pray for their wellbeing 
and safety. They also shine a light on our interdependence with Creation; we tend the land and animals, and they 
tend to us. This is God’s provision, care, and the interweaving of Creation that includes all that brings and sustains 
life. 
 In the season of Lent we tend to focus a little more on those things that separate us from one another and 
from God. Might we consider too, our relationship with Creation? Might we seek healthier and intentional use of 
land, animals and other resources? This could look like careful planning to avoid 
wasting food. It might include learning to grow produce or cycling/walking for work or errands. Even simple things 
like carpooling or opening our windows instead of using air-conditioning are simple ways to care for this place we 
call home. We can also lean into our faith and advocate for restoration of lands and waterways that have been over-
used and damaged. 
 I encourage you to raise awareness of our relationship with all that God has gifted. Let’s teach our children 
to be good stewards and our communities to work together in peace. Perhaps you might like to try this Creed in 
worship! And yes, let’s pray for our farmers, foresters, geologists, oceanographers, and other scientists who work to 
keep us fed and healthy! 
 
Lenten blessings,      Credo By Bob Green in the Book “Eggs and Ashes”p  69 

      I believe in a power beyond my imagination   
      that designed and put into force  
      all the laws that govern the universe.   

              Laws that sometimes differ  
              from my meagre attempts 
              to understand or accept them.  
              I believe in a power 
              that loves every part of creation. 
              A love that treats every wonderful, 
              minute aspect of creation in the same way, 
              because of its unique place and contribution 
              to the whole.  
              I believe in a power so secure in its own being 
              that it can allow me and others 
              complete freedom to live  
              and make plans and decisions.  
              Plans that may not always accord 
              with the original design.  
              Decisions that bring destruction and pain 
              as well as growth and joy. 



      

 

 

 


