





being tempted = “with evil…to sin” (vv. 13, 15)







saying = “It’s not my fault!”



Why?





Because God cannot be tempted with evil





He is unable to be tempted with evil.






He tempts no one.





Because each person is tempted by his own desire





each person






is tempted






when his own desire






lures and entices him







“desire”  >  “conceives”  >  “gives birth to sin”  >  “fully grown brings death”



Thus, don’t give in to temptations—it’ll never be worth it!



What is worth it to you?



What do you love most?

What does “steadfastness” entail (James 1:2-15)?


1.

Enduring in how I view my trial—I regularly consider it as truly joy


2.

Enduring in what I know to be true because of my biblical understanding


3.

Enduring in knowing that it is for sure testing my faith


4.

Enduring in my faith, believing the right things about God, enacting the right things


5.

Enduring in letting faith-related virtues be produced in my life


6.

Enduring in confidence that I will be more mature as a result of handling it faithfully


7.

Enduring in honestly and humbling assessing my lack during my trial


8.

Enduring in asking God regularly for His wisdom to handle it faithfully


9.

Enduring in thinking rightly about who God is, what He’s like


10.
Enduring in asking God in faith, not divided in my actual commitments


11.
Enduring in my commitment to Him, wholly


12.
Enduring in boasting in the right thing, appropriate to my status in life


13.
Enduring in submitting intentionally to the laws of exaltation and humiliation


14.
Enduring in pursuing the right things in this life, informed by that which is to come


15.
Enduring in being tested, all the way to the end


16.
Enduring in knowing it will be worth it, that God will keep His word


17.
Enduring in loving God more than what I desire, what is sin and what is evil


18.
Enduring in not blaming God for my own desire or the sin I commit


19.
Enduring in not letting my desire develop into sin


20.
Enduring in understanding and being suspicious of temptations I face in my trial
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James 1:12-15
Review

James writes, in the early years of the church, to help believers understand the dynamics of a proven faith—a faith that’s practical, prudent, and patient in and throughout all of one’s life, which includes:

Responding to Trials (1:2-15)



by considering it all joy when they meet trials (vv. 2-3), and letting steadfastness have its full effect (v. 4)



by asking God for wisdom (v. 5), and especially doing so in faith (vv. 6-8)



by boasting, as a lowly believer, in their exaltation (v. 9), and as a rich believer, in their humiliation (vv. 10-11)


What is James talking about in the passage before us (1:12-15)? 


How do the verses in the passage relate?



How does v. 12 relate to the previous verses?




ESV James 1:12 Blessed is the man who remains steadfast (hupomeno) under trial (peirasmos), for when he has stood the test (dokimos) he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him.





ESV James 1:2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials (peirasmos) of various kinds, 3 for you know that the testing (dokimion) of your faith produces steadfastness (hupomone). 4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.




-
By circling back around on the same ideas (words), “trial(s),” “test(ing),” and “steadfast(ness),” James indicates an intentional link to what he’s been talking about (in vv. 2-4, and vv. 5-8, 9-11).



How does v. 12 relate to vv. 13-15?





ESV James 1:12 Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial (peirasmos, noun), for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him.





ESV James 1:13 Let no one say when he is tempted (peirazo, verb), "I am being tempted (peirazo) by God," for God cannot be tempted (apeirastos, adjective) with evil, and he himself tempts (peirazo) no one. 14 But each person is tempted (peirazo) when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.




-
By utilizing the same word-family, “trial(s),” and “tempt(s/ed),” James also indicates an intentional link to what he will talk about (in vv. 13-15).



How should we understand this passage?




trials and temptations



-
Both words are translated from one word-family.



-
A “trial,” generally, comes from outside a person; a “temptation,” likewise, comes from inside a person.




-
Both “trials” and “temptations” are normal realities of everyday life, even for believers in Jesus Christ.




-
They—“trials” and “temptations”—function in interrelated ways:





“Every trial, every external difficulty, carries with it a temptation, an inner enticement to sin. …Thus testing almost always includes temptation, and temptation is itself a test.” (Moo, p. 72) 




In my trial, how am I being tempted? 





In my temptation, how is my faith being tested?
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ESV James 1:12 Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him. 13 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God," for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14 But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.

How should believers respond to God in their trials and temptations?


-
They should NOT doubt God about His promise (v. 12).


ESV 1:12 Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him.


What does this mean?




What?




the man who remains steadfast under trial





“trial”  >  “testing”  > (“remains steadfast”)  >  “stood the test”




is blessed





= he will receive the crown of life






stephanos, “victor’s wreath (crown),” “conqueror’s crown” (Compare, diadema, Rev 19:12)






(See, Mat 27:29, “a crown of thorns”; 1 Cor 9:25, “a perishable wreath” [or an imperishable wreath]; Phil 4:1, “brothers…my joy and crown”; 2 Tim 4:8, “the crown of righteousness”; 1 Pet 5:4, “the unfading crown of glory,” etc.)







ESV Revelation 2:10 Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.







Is this essentially eternal life?






Does “remain(ing) steadfast under trial” earn me eternal life?






How do you know your “faith” is real faith?
by being steadfast







Does “steadfastness” make my faith real?
it proves that it’s real




Why? 





the man remains steadfast under trial




God has promised to those who love him





Loving God is not so much the condition for receiving the crown of life, but rather the quality of the person who will receive the crown of life.



Thus, don’t give up in trials—it’ll always be worth it!

-
They should NOT blame God for their desire (vv. 13-15).



ESV James 1:13 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God," for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14 But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.



What does this mean?




What?





the one who is tempted




let that one not say, “I am being tempted by God”





Why would the one being tempted say such a thing?

