

CrossRoads Community Church
Sermon Summary Sheet, Week of February 23, 2025
“All In for Prayer,  Part 3: Focus Time”   Colossians 4: 2-4 

INTRODUCTION:  What does it mean to be “All In” with God?  The leaders at CrossRoads arrived at this theme to define the commitment we feel is necessary to fully honor God and serve people at CrossRoads.  It means focusing on three priorities: “All In” for Prayer, Community Groups, and Service.
How do we become All-In in prayer?  Basically, it means being “devoted” to prayer, not just “saying our prayers.”   It means having a deep level of commitment and persistence, constancy and attention, not just doing our duty.   It means having prayer as a lifestyle, being in a constant state of prayerful connection to God.
Praying – fits into my schedule, at my convenience
	Focused in Prayer – is a vital part of everything I do and am.
Praying – is something I do
	Focused in Prayer – is something I am
Praying – is an obligation to fulfill.
	Focused in Prayer – is an outflow of my life with God.
		
1.  FOCUS ON THE RELATIONSHIP
“Continue earnestly in prayer.”							Colossians 4: 2a

· God’s Willingness – Matthew 8: 1-3
· Grasp our Weakness – Mark 9: 22-24
· Grateful Witness – Philippians 4: 6-7

2.  FOCUS ON READINESS
Continue earnestly in prayer., being vigilant in it…”			Colossians 4: 2a,b

· Spiritual Watchfulness – Ephesians 4: 18; 1 Peter 4: 7
· Scriptural Wisdom - John 15: 7; 1 John 5:14

3.  FOCUS ON RESPONSE
“…meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in chains, that I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.”										Colossians 4: 3-4
		
· Prayer for Success – Colossians 4:3-4
· Prayer for Strength – Nehemiah 6:9
· Prayer for Sending - Isaiah 6:8, Luke 10:2

CONCLUSION
If we are focused in prayer, it will be a part of every area of our lives.  Instead of being an occasional duty, prayer will permeate every area of our lives, because we will exercising it as our vital relational link with our heavenly Father.  Decisions will be made only after seeking the Lord in prayer.  Prayer will become a natural response to the challenges and frustrations of life.  It’s also a corporate identity as the people of God.  Is prayer a living, vital, growing passion in our church?  (adapted from a quote from Steve Loopstra in Giving Ourselves to Prayer)



SO WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE “ALL IN” FOR PRAYER?

- Confess to God the ways you have based your understanding on prayer in the church on traditions rather than on the model of the biblical church.
- Pray for our church (which means each one of us) to be “All In for Prayer” as a core and central part of all we do as a community of faith.
- Thank God for specific answers to prayer that our church has experienced through our history and in recent days.
- Pray against the prayer-stopping and Spirit-quenching behaviors that can damage a local church (i.e., slander, gossip, unforgiveness, negative talk, and complaining).
-Ask God to unleash the practices and behaviors that can propel our church forward in unity and prayer.

Adapted from Jim Cymbala, Life Changing Prayer
