THE MINISTRY OF THE “GOAD”
(Acts 9:1-9) (NKJ)

A. Saul of Tarsus had a notorious past.
     Fact: Scripture records the depth of his sinful history: 
     (Acts 22:4,5 & Acts 26:9 & Galatians 1:13 & Acts 9:1)

     Question:  How did Saul respond to these words from Jesus (in v. 6)?
     Answer:    “And Saul trembling and astonished said, Lord what do 
                         you want me to do?”
     Question:  What caused Saul’s trembling and astonishment?
     Answer:    These words:
“It is hard for you to kick against the goads.”  (Acts 9:5)

So What Does It Mean?
A “goad” was a thin piece of wood that was smooth on one end 
and pointed on the other. A farmer used the pointed end to spur a 
stubborn ox into motion in the right direction.

     Question:  What does this have to do with Saul of Tarsus?
     Fact:  Most people view Saul’s conversion as a sudden (“one time”) 
                encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus. But, based upon 
                the words of Jesus, Saul had been kicking back for years.

Why?
      To bring Paul to the place of repentance and surrender!

B. Remember Why it’s “Hard” To Kick against the Goad.
     #1. The more the ox kicks the goad, the greater the pain it brings.
     #2. The more pain it brings upon itself, the longer it takes to heal.
     #3. The longer it takes to heal, the more time it is wasting.
     #4. The more time it wastes, the less it can accomplish.
     #5. The less it accomplishes, the more disappointed its owner!

What’s The Application?  It’s Simple:
#1. The more I resist the Lord, the greater the pain I bring upon myself.
#2. The more pain I inflict upon myself, the longer it takes to heal.
#3. The longer it takes to heal, the more time I am wasting.
#4. The more time I waste, the less I accomplish.

Has God Been “Goading” You About Something?

