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We start most years with a series focusing on the spiritual habits necessary to live a life that is impossible to live apart from Jesus. Spiritual habits are necessary for following Jesus and are the primary means of becoming like Jesus. In this year’s series, ReFocus, we have looked at loving God, abiding in Jesus, meditating on Scripture, community, and living our God’s mission in our lives. Today we are in Matthew 6:9-13, looking at Jesus Six Reasons To Pray. My big idea is that Jesus gives us six reasons to pray. 
The disciples saw Jesus’ relationship with God the Father that they wanted too so they ask him to teach them how to pray (Luk 11:1). Whether you are just considering Jesus, have recently come to faith, or have been following Jesus for a long time, the Lord’s Prayer is a great model that gives you some structure for our prayer life. Jesus’ prayer has six petitions, the first three relate to God’s name, God’s reign, and God’s will while the second three address our concern for Provision, Pardon, and Protection. The petitions give us six categories for focus in our prayer lives. Each one gives us a reason to motivate us to pray.  
The first reason to pray is God’s name, Father, the most common name for God that Jesus uses. He viewed God as his “Abba, Father” the way children view their paternal parent. Calling God his Father led the Jewish leaders to charge Jesus with blasphemy, worthy of capital punishment (John 5:18). By calling God our Father, Jesus including his disciples in the relationship he has with God. God the Son took on human flesh, becoming our brother to die the death we deserved so his Father becomes our Father. Jesus can do this because in his death he will secure reconciliation with God and eternal life (Rom 5:10). Faith in the gospel unites us to Christ, this union, brings us into the life of the trinity, the life the Son has with the Father, eternal life! The transcendent and sovereign Creator and Ruler of all things is your dad. Prayer, communion with God, is intimate and personal.
This means that God does not want us to relate to him as subjects relate to their king or as sheep relate to their shepherd but as children relate to a loving, generous father who loves to give good gifts to those who ask (Matthew 7:7–11). Kids run to their parents in times of need because they know they can depend upon them. Fundamentally, calling God our Father shows we grasped something fundamental about who God is and our relationship with Him! God the Father is happy and delights to share his love for his Son Jesus with us.[footnoteRef:1] The love God has for his Son is the love has for you (Eph 2:4-5; Ps 103:11-13). God’s love for his children is particular and covenantal; he does not love the world in the same way.  [1:  Reeves, Michael: (Delighting in the Trinity, 76).] 

The phrase, in heaven, highlights God’s sovereign rule and transcendence (Ps 103:19; Rev 4:2-11). The one we call Father is the one whose throne is at the center of heaven that has four living creatures day and night never ceasing to say, ‘Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!’ (Rev 4:8). Or as the apostle Paul writes, He “is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see” (1 Tim 6:15–16). No human can see him and live (Ex 33:20). Yet, he is your Father and my Father. The petition here is hallowed be your name. Hallowed means for God’s name or reputation to be honored. It is a prayer for God to be glorified in our lives, in our church, our world. 
The second reason to pray is for God’s Reign or kingdom to come (Luk 4:18-19). God’s Kingdom has come, is coming, and will come to swallow up all the kingdoms of the world. The Kingdom of God is board but I want to focus on one aspect, prayer that God empower us to live out his mission in our community. Pray that you developing friendships with those God has placed in your life who need the gospel. Then praying for open doors to share the gospel, and then looking for open doors, and walking through those open doors and sharing the gospel. 
The third reason to pray is for God’s will to be done, that is, we obey his commands in Scripture. It is a prayer that God transform our life by transforming our wanters (Rom 12:2-3) 
The fourth reason to pray is for Provision, give us this day our daily bread. God delights to provide for his children when we run to him for help (Luke 11:10-13). Most of us cannot relate to this request because our cupboards are full. In Jesus’ day most laborers were paid daily and lived day to day. This prayer is asking for our needs not our greeds; our needs, not our wants, although he often gives us those too. 
The fifth reason to pray is Pardon, for receiving God’s forgiveness. Prayer is how we apply the gospel to ongoing sin in our lives. Prayer is a time to confess our sin to God, ask him to reveal to us our sin, and then ask for forgiveness. This is similar to step four of AA, take a fearless moral inventory of ourselves. 
The sixth reason to pray is for spiritual Protection, lead us not into temptation but deliver us from the evil one (13). We ask God to save us from our own sinful tendencies or situations that would cause us to sin, and protect us from Satan tempting us to sin. Prayer is the way we fight against our own sinful impulses and fight Satan’s temptation. 
I use this prayer to give structure to my own prayer life and have benefited from it. I use each petition as a category for prayer. We have copies because I think it might be helpful for you too. 

Announcements for Life Group:

1. Our CCC 101 class starts Sunday, 3/23, for three weeks. If you are newer to CCC it is the best way to find out more about us and how to become more involved! Sign up at Sunday; childcare provided. 
2. Baptisms Easter Sunday. If you have not been baptized, consider doing so. See David or Cody ASAP.
3. Serve the City '25. This is an opportunity to partner with other churches to serve our community. If you know anyone who needs help, see Nick or Cody. Be on the lookout for ways to serve our community!

Life Group Questions:

Icebreaker: Give us your name and briefly describe you prayer life. 

Read John Matthew 6:9-13 together and ask those questions that you want to ask and as time permits.

Head
1. What is the significance of Jesus starting the prayer with, our Father (6:9)? How does this affect out our relationship with God?
2. How does the structure of the Lord's Prayer reflect our priorities in prayer (i.e., focusing on God first and then us)?
3. What does it mean to pray for God’s kingdom to come? 
4. In verse 12, what does forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors reveal about the connection between receiving and giving forgiveness?
5. Why does Jesus highlight the importance of daily bread (v. 11)? How does this relate to dependence on God

Heart
6. Are you satisfied with your prayer life? Why or why not?
7. How do you address God in prayer? Why do you address him that way? 
8. In what ways is God like a father to you? How does this make you feel?
9. How can we pray for our daily bread when we generally have so much?
10. Do you tend to worry about your future provision, or are you trusting God for today’s needs?
11. Do you struggle with forgiveness, either asking for it or extending it to others? How can this prayer guide you toward healing in these relationships?

Hand
12. How can you practically live out the request for God’s Kingdom to come in your life, our church, and our world?
13. Is there are needs you have we can pray with you about?
14. Is there anyone you need to extend forgiveness to?
15. Where is your mission field? How are you trying to reach it?

