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Contextual Overview
——BIBLE CHURCH——
Historical Context
e The Gospel of John was written in the late first century during rising tensions between Christians and
Jewish leaders.
e John the Baptist's ministry fulfilled prophecies about the Messiah’s forerunner, while Pharisees guarded
their traditions.

Remote Context
e (John 1:19-28) fulfills (Isaiah 40:3), with John the Baptist preparing the way for the Messiah and pointing to
Jesus as the Light of the world.
e It bridges the Old Covenant, represented by John, and the New Covenant, inaugurated by Christ.

Immediate Context
e This passage follows the prologue, introducing Jesus as the Word and Light, with John the Baptist serving
as His witness.
e |t emphasizes John’s mission to point others to Jesus and reveals tensions between human expectations
and Jesus’ divine identity.

Passage Outline - John 1:19-28
I. The Religious Leaders Question John’s Identity (John 1:19-23)
e John denies being the Messiah, Elijah, or “the Prophet,” humbly emphasizing his role as a preparer.
Il. The Pharisees Question John’s Authority to Baptize (John 1:24-25)
e The Pharisees challenge John’s authority, misunderstanding baptism as tied to the Messiah or prophets.
I1l. John Proclaims the Supremacy of Christ (John 1:26-27)
e John points to Jesus’ greatness, expressing unworthiness even to untie His sandals.
IV. Bethany Beyond the Jordan: The Setting (John 1:28)
e The setting reflects Jesus as the greater Joshua, leading His people to salvation.

Passage Notes John 1:19-28
John’s Identity and Mission (John 1:19-23)
e His mission was to prepare the way for Jesus and guide people to Him, fulfilling Old Testament prophecy
identifying as the forerunner from Isaiah. (Mal 3:1; Isa 40:3 Luke 1:13-17; John 1:6-7)
e The priests and Levites who were responsible for offering covenant sacrifices to maintain fellowship with
God and mediate on behalf of Israel, questioned John’s identity and mission, but he humbly denied being
the Christ, Elijah, or the Prophet. (2 Kings 1:7-8; Matt 3:4; Mal 4:5-6; Deut 18:18-19)
Application: Believers should imitate John’s humility by focusing on pointing others to Christ rather than seeking
personal recognition (Philippians 2:3-4).Recognizing Jesus as The Lord motivates believers to align their lives
with God’s purposes, finding assurance in His sovereignty (lsaiah 40:8).
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Questioning John’s Authority (John 1:24-25)
e The Pharisees: Question why John baptizes if he is not the Messiah, Elijah, or the Prophet.
e John’s Baptism: A call for repentance and restoration of fellowship with God, identifying with the coming
Messiah and His Kingdom. (2 Sam 7:12-13;Luke 3:3; Matt 3:2, 11)
e Jesus’ Blood: The Baptism of the Holy Spirit provides full remission of sins, offering eternal forgiveness
and salvation through faith, made possible because of Jesus’ shed blood. (Matt 26:28; Hebrews 9:22, 1
John 1:9).
Application: Believers should stay focused on fulfilling God’s mission, trusting His plans even when
misunderstood (Isaiah 55:8-9).

John Proclaims Christ’s Supremacy (John 1:26-27)
e John says his baptism is with water, but someone much greater, Jesus, is already with them.
e John points people away from himself and toward Jesus, asking them to see how special He is.
(Philippians 2:9-11).
Application: Recognizing Christ’s greatness should inspire humility and devotion to serve Him faithfully.

The Setting and Symbolism (John 1:28)
e This recalls Israel’s crossing into the Promised Land and points to Jesus leading His people to ultimate
salvation symbolizing Jesus as the greater Joshua.
e The location ties Old Testament promises to their fulfillment in Christ.
Application: Trust in God’s sovereignty and redemptive plan as He fulfills His promises in Christ (Hebrews 4:8-9).

Spiritual Truths

Understand God’s will, Focus on His purposes, Prepare for His work, and Embrace His grace in every aspect of
life.

Understand
e Understanding involves seeking clarity about God’s Word, promises, and plan with humility and prayer.
(Proverbs 2:6) reminds us, "For the Lord gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and
understanding." It helps us align with God’s perspective and discern His truth (1 Corinthians 2:14).
Focus
e Focusing spiritually means fixing our attention on God’s purposes and avoiding worldly distractions.
(Colossians 3:2) urges, "Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth." Staying centered on
Christ (Hebrews 12:2) helps us remain steadfast in faith and guard against double-mindedness (James
1:8).
Prepare
e Preparation equips us to face challenges by putting on God’s armor (Ephesians 6:10-18) and growing in
spiritual disciplines. Jesus’ call to "watch and pray" (Mark 14:38) reminds us to stay vigilant and ready to
fulfill His purposes, anticipating His return (Matthew 24:44).
Embrace
e Embracing God’s truth means fully accepting His love, grace, and plans, trusting they are best (Jeremiah
29:11). Walking in our identity as His children (2 _Corinthians 5:17), we embrace the Holy Spirit’s
transformative work, finding peace and strength in His promises (Romans 8:38-39).
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