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Fourth Sunday After Epiphany
Epiphany Sunday, February 2, 2025
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GATHERING

PRELUDE
WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity  one God, our creator, our protector, our wellspring of life.
Amen.

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you speak blessing and compassion into the world. Forgive us for the ways we act with judg-
ment, cruelty, or indifference. We ignore the needs of our neighbors; we resist your call to op-
pose injustice; we give in to scarcity and fear; we assume the worst about one another. Cleanse
us from our faults and release us from their grasp. Show us your lovingkindness. Restore our
hearts and repair your world, that we may live in Christ’s ways.

Amen.

God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. I have called you by
name. You are mine.” In F Christ, you are forgiven. In the Spirit, you are made free. Refreshed by the
waters of mercy, live anew as beloved children of God.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN “God of Grace and God of Glory” ELW 705 vs. 1,3,4
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all.

And also with you.

KYRIE Page 98

9 s ——T— F— I
b o F R S,
AN3V p=| o Y
o) ~— b O & 7 ~— NI, =
In peace let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
H | |
A b ———
r\\_\}m Ly J H ._‘_.I .I O
Q) N— -
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
J i I i
y i I [ 7 ) Py ] |
[ n ML) P | d 1) =
A3V i ® | | S
QJ \_/ l |
Lord, have mer - cy.
f) |
1D
(>
)
For the peace of the whole world, for the wellbeing of the church of God,
fH | L L
i o —— —
5" o === —
Q) ~— L O e 7 N~— N =
and for the unity of all, letus pray  to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
f) |
gD
(> D
o
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
9 |l) — — ! | !
A —h — T T & o [ |
("D I ] e | @ ) p=|
=I [ ] =I - I I A
Py ~ - ]
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
A | l
D I ! T
N ——
N3V e o & P
) - i
Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra - cious Lord.
fH | | ,
7D . | ! I . I
(R : S
e — A —e——t=
~—_
A\"/— men, a - men.



THIS IS THE FEAST Page 101
Refrain
Feaas s
Q) —— 4 [+ —& @
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
_‘éj 'plr’ E— S, >
ANIV ] =
) r ~ -
Al - le-lu - 1a, al - le-lu - 1a, al - le - lu-1a al-le Iu - 1a
A | |
1 F I»l"| N —
) i SN——— T
1 Wor-thy is  Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
2 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God, and
b
- Py
> °
[ —
o) o
blood set  us free to  be peo - ple of  God
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion:
N
(oo L P
ANV, - & = .
N L4
Pow - er and rich - es, wis - dom and strength, and
Bless-ing and hon -  or gloo - 1y and might be to
A Refirain
- e — S
e ~— ~
hon - or and bless - ing and glo - ry are his.
God__ and the Lamb for - ev - er A - men.
f) | .
L |'V\ AN
A3V € p= o ;
) — - —_ ~
3 For the Lamb who  was slain has be -
A | Refirain
A= o
)
gun his reign. Al - le - lu ia.




PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and love; and that we may obtain
what you promise, make us love what you command, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.
ANTHEM “Song of Simeon” by Joseph M. Martin Chancel Choir
WORD
READINGS

Jeremiah 1:4-10

God calls Jeremiah to be a prophet and consecrates him in the womb. Jeremiah’s task is to preach God’s
word amid the difficult political realities of his time, before the Babylonian exile. He is to make God
known not only to Judah, but also to the nations.

4 Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, °> “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and be-
fore you were born, I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” ¢ Then I said, “Ah,
Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy.” 7 But the Lord said to me, “Do not say,
‘I am only a boy’; for you shall go to all to whom I send you, and you shall speak whatever I command
you. 8 Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, says the Lord.” ® Then the Lord put out
his hand and touched my mouth; and the Lord said to me, “Now I have put my words in your mouth. 1
See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to pull down, to destroy and
to overthrow, to build and to plant.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Christians in Corinth prided themselves on their spiritual gifts. Paul reminds them that God gives us
many gifts through the Holy Spirit, but the purpose behind all of them is love, the kind of love that God
showed us in Jesus Christ.

1If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging
cymbal. 2And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have
all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. ® If I give away all my posses-
sions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 4 Love is pa-
tient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way;
itis not irritable or resentful; ¢ it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7 It bears all
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. # Love never ends. But as for prophecies,
they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. ° For
we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; '° but when the complete comes, the partial will



come to an end. ' When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child;
when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. !> For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we
will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then [ will know fully, even as I have been fully known. 3
And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Page 102
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter-nal life.

GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 4™ chapter beginning at the 21t verse.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Luke 4:21-30

People in Jesus’ hometown are initially pleased when he says that God will free the oppressed. Their pleas-
ure turns to rage when he reminds them that God’s prophetic mission typically pushes beyond human
boundaries so that mercy and healing are extended to those regarded as outsiders.

21 Then [Jesus] began to say to [all in the synagogue in Nazareth,] “Today this scripture has been fulfilled
in your hearing.” 22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his
mouth. They said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” 2 He said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this
proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!” And you will say, ‘Do here also in your hometown the things that we
have heard you did at Capernaum.’”” 2* And he said, “Truly I tell you; no prophet is accepted in the
prophet’s hometown. 2 But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the
heaven was shut up three years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all the land; %6 yet Eli-



jah was sent to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. ?” There were also many lepers in
Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” 28
When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage. ?° They got up, drove him out of the
town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off
the cliff. 3° But he passed through the midst of them and went on his way.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Garrett Struessel
INSTALLATION OF NEW COUNCIL MEMBERS

The following people have been elected by the First Lutheran Congregation to positions of leadership
and responsibility:

Dorotha Ekx, Andrew Howell, Rick Samson, Eric Pederson, Bill Campbell, Kayla Morelli, John Gaddis,
John Oppenlander, Al Manley . We give thanks for your willingness to serve.

Jesus said, “you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witness-
es in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."” In baptism, we receive the Holy
Spirit, and we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of God. We rejoice
now that these sisters and brothers will lead us in our common life and our mutual mission as a congre-
gation.

A reading from First Corinthians: There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of
services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of
them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.” (1 Corinthians 12:4

_7)

You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in this congregation.

You are to see that the words and deeds of this household of faith bear witness to God, who gathers us
into one together with the whole church.

You are to seek to involve all members of this congregation in worship, learning, witness, service, and
support, so that the mission of Christ is carried out in this congregation, in the wider church, in this com-
munity, and in the whole world.

You are to be faithful in your specific area of serving, that the Spirit who empowers you may be glorified.

You are to be examples of faith active in love, fostering peace, harmony, and mutual understanding in



this congregation.
Please join me in confessing our faith, using the words of the Apostles Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered un-
der Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he
will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ever-
lasting.

Amen.

On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you:
Will you accept and faithfully carry out the duties of the offices to which you have been elected?

I'will, and I ask God to help me.

People of God, I ask you:

Will you support these, your elected leaders, and will you share in the mutual ministry that Christ has
given to all who are baptized?

We will, and we ask God to help us.
I now declare you installed as Congregation Council members of this congregation.

Almighty God bless you, and direct your days and your deeds in peace, that you may be faithful servants
of Christ. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
God of grace,

Hear our prayer.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
OFFERTORY Gary Elmquist
OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.



God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the depths of the seas.
Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. Let us overflow with
gratitude and generosity, now and always.

Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Page 107
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Page 108
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever.

Amen.

SHARING OF COMMUNION

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salva-
tion shared in this meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you”, in-
clude the promise of forgiveness, life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Hear these words and partake of the bread/cracker and wine/juice, giving it to each other, if possible:

“The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you.”
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COMMUNION HYMNS
“Christ, Be Our Light” ELW 715
“O Word of God Incarnate” ELW 514
“What Feast of Love” ELW 487
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Christ, Be Our Light ELW 715
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CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT

Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957

Music: Bernadette Farrell
Text and music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell, admin. OCP Publications
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What Feast of Love

ELW 487
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This, this__is Christ the king, the bread come down_from heav - en.

This, this__is Christ the
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This, this__is Christ the king, the sweet - est wine__ of heav - en.

Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, admin. OCP Publications
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COMMUNION BLESSING

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.

Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food and drink. Strengthen
us for service, and send us out to embody your good news of liberation and healing for the sake
of the world.

In the name of Christ we pray,

Amen.
SENDING
HOMEBOUND COMMUNION
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BENEDICTION
SENDING HYMN “Rise, Shine, You People” ELW 665
SENDING
Go in peace. Live in hope.
Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE
Preacher/Presider The Rev. Garrett Struessel
Reader Amanda Menihan
Choir Director Sally Campbell
Organist Gary Elmquist

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except
psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Scripture quotations are from the New Revised
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the USA. Used by permission. Text for the liturgy reprinted from the Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2023. Used by
permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SBL14236.
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Rise, Shine, You People! ELW 665
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Text: Ronald A. Klug, b. 1939, alt.

Music: Dale Wood, 1934-2003

Text and music © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House
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