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We achieve victory with God by believing in God and believing God.

1John 5 (NLT) - Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has become a child of God. And everyone who
loves the Father loves his children, too. 2 We know we love God’s children if we love God and obey his
commandments. 3 Loving God means keeping his commandments, and his commandments are not burden-
some. 4 For every child of God defeats this evil world, and we achieve this victory through our faith. 5 And
who can win this battle against the world? Only those who believe that Jesus is the Son of God.

6 And Jesus Christ was revealed as God’s Son by his baptism in water and by shedding his blood on the
cross—not by water only, but by water and blood. And the Spirit, who is truth, confirms it with his testimo-
ny. 7 So we have these three witnesses— 8 the Spirit, the water, and the blood—and all three agree. 9 Since
we believe human testimony, surely we can believe the greater testimony that comes from God. And God
has testified about his Son. 10 All who believe in the Son of God know in their hearts that this testimony is
true. Those who don'’t believe this are actually calling God a liar because they don’t believe what God has
testified about his Son.

11 And this is what God has testified: He has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the
Son has life; whoever does not have God’s Son does not have life. 13 | have written this to you who believe
in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know you have eternal life. 14 And we are confident that he
hears us whenever we ask for anything that pleases him. 15 And since we know he hears us when we make
our requests, we also know that he will give us what we ask for.

16 If you see a fellow believer sinning in a way that does not lead to death, you should pray, and God will give
that person life. But there is a sin that leads to death, and | am not saying you should pray for those who
commit it. 17 All wicked actions are sin, but not every sin leads to death.

18 We know that God’s children do not make a practice of sinning, for God’s Son holds them securely, and the
evil one cannot touch them. 19 We know that we are children of God and that the world around us is under
the control of the evil one. 20 And we know that the Son of God has come, and he has given us understand-
ing so that we can know the true God. And now we live in fellowship with the true God because we live in
fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ. He is the only true God, and he is eternal life.

21 Dear children, keep away from anything that might take God’s place in your hearts.

pistis: persuasion, i.e. credence; moral conviction (of religious truth, or the truthfulness of God or a religious
teacher), especially reliance upon Christ for salvation; abstractly, constancy in such profession; by extension,
the system of religious (Gospel) truth itself

Study Guide

This last week we looked at the last chapter of 1 John together and discussed how we achieve victory with God
by believing in God and believing God. This means that we are able to pursue the life that God has for us
and the manifestation of the Kingdom of God that he wants us to participate in by believing in Him and by
believing what He has to say. We also talked about how John says the commandments of God are not bur-
densome. As you look at your life and think about the commandments of God, do they ever feel like a bur-
den? Which ones feel that way the most? Why do you think they feel that way?

Take a moment to read Psalm 119:25-32 (and if you are feeling adventurous you could read the whole
thing!). What stands out to you about David’s view of the commandments of God? What is different be-
tween how he seems to be experiencing it and how you have or are right now?

One part that stands out is where he says, “l will pursue your commands, for you expand my understand-
ing.” The relationship between understanding things more and wanting to follow the commands of God
more in response is a powerful one. We may often view commandments as things that fill gaps in under-
standing, but David’s desire to follow the commands of God increases as he understands more. Why do
you think that is?

Take some time to talk about how certain commandments have made more sense as you have learned
more. Take some time to share ones that you don’t fully understand yet.

Pray for each other.



